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Woodbridge 2355 News of Summer 2017 Lodge Events 
Woodbridge 2355 Holds Summer Fest 2017 

Woodbridge 2355 used its 2017 ENF Gratitude Grant to provide a 
Community Outreach BBQ on Saturday, July 22, 2017. Over the past several 
years, the demographics of our community have changed and this was viewed 
as an opportunity to help the community learn what services are available to 
them through the County Social Services Department and help bridge the gap 
in relations with the Communities’ First Responders. 

Preparing for the event Lodge 2355 contacted and personally visited three 
Fire Departments, two Police Departments, County Social Services, and the 
Hilda Barg Homeless Shelter. In addition to reaching out to external 
organizations, our Lodge manned the VEA Drug Awareness trailer and passed 
out information to old and young alike. 

Planned activities included Horseshoes, Billiards, 
Darts, Cornhole, Board games, and DJ with Karaoke and 
dancing. We also had water balloon toss (it was 102 
degrees this day and a welcome relief for all who 
participated.) 

Food and drinks were provided to 
all participants, including: Shrimp and Clam Boil with 
Potatoes and Corn on the cob, Hamburgers, and 
Cheeseburgers. 

Woodbridge 2355 Takes Veterans to Atlantic City 

 
On August 12, 2017 Woodbridge 2555 utilized their 2016-2017 ENF 

Beacon Grant to sponsor and support and treat thirty-three senior citizens and 
warriors from the Woodbridge area to a trip to Atlantic City, New Jersey. The 
trip provided the opportunity to ‘let their hair down’ and spend the day in 



Atlantic City seeing the sights, attending a show, walking on the beach, or 
maybe even visiting a casino or two. During the ride to and from Atlantic City 
members of the Lodge provided ‘stewardess’ services serving food, drink, and 
snacks.  

Trip organizer PDDGER Roger Highfield stated that these are “America’s 
Heroes and providing them a day away from base with the opportunity to 
escape the pressures of recovery is the least we can do.” He echoed the Elks 
mantra: “So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and protective Order of 
Elks will never forget them.”  

Woodbridge 2355 Supports Veterans Welcome Home Program 

Woodbridge 2355 received a $4,500 grant from the Elks National 
Foundation in April 2017 in support of a large initiative to place homeless 
Veterans residing in the Washington, DC area in a place of their own and get 
them off the streets. Five Lodges within Virginia North District received this 
grant. Homeless Veterans qualifying for help through this program are referred 
to the Elks Program Chairman, PER Wayne Blake, by the Veterans 
Administration. 

To date Woodbridge Lodge has been involved with seven homeless 
Veteran cases. These Veterans were placed in housing with literally nothing. 
The five Elk Lodges pooled their resources together to provide basic needs such 
as a bed to sleep on, pots and pans to cook with, and everything in between to 
function in life. 
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