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Waynesboro 2270 Donates Shoes and Gets Publicity in Newspaper
Waynesboro Elks Lodge donates 174 shoes

By Michelle L. Mitchell,  April 3, 2019, courtesy of The News Virginian 

Waynesboro’s  William  Perry  Elementary
School  received  174  pairs  of  donated  shoes  for
children.  Principal  Tammy  Hipes  said  the  shoes
come in  handy for  the students,  especially  during
this time of year.

The  Waynesboro  Elks  Lodge  2270 members
once again went on a shopping spree to help a local
elementary  school.  This  time,  they  filled  up  their
carts with shoes. Thanks to a $2,000 beacon grant
from Elks National Foundation, they purchased 174
pairs of shoes for William Perry Elementary School.

“We  saw  a  need,”  Gigi  Jones,  Elks  Lodge
member, said. “We wanted to meet it and not leave children without the necessities. We already tried
meeting the supplies need and we knew there were some clothing issues. It seemed the right thing to do.”

Dave Schooley, Nancy Baker, Bobbye Kimbrough and Carol Rilinger worked on the donation along
with Jones.

“When you know that you have provided something for a child that is in need, it’s warming to your
heart,” Jones said. “It was fulfilling to know that we had helped them. We knew it wasn’t something that
was going to help one time. We had the opportunity to help 174 times and we were all really thrilled — all
of us.”

Principal Hipes said there are a variety of reasons that children would need new shoes. One being
the shoes are being outgrown or worn out at this time of year.

“Sometimes by this point in the year they’ve run the bottoms off of their shoes; sometimes they’re
coming in glued,” she said. “It’s a tough time of the year to come up with another spending spree over
school supplies. Especially if we have parents who have been laid off from work, lost their job or their child
has a sickness of some sort. We can replace some shoes and help some parents out.”

Teachers often buy supplies, including shoes, out of their own pocket for students. The donations
help the school already have shoes there when the need arises.

“It’s hard to watch a child suffer with a shoe issue,” Hipes said. “You can’t help it you just feel like
you need to go out and get a pair of shoes.”

The students and parents never expect school members to give them supplies such as shoes, Hipes
said. The donations aren’t taken for granted.

“Just in general we’ve had them tear up because they can’t believe we’re going to give them shoes,”
she said. “We’ve had them with the excitement you might see on their birthday or Christmas. We’ve had
them try to bring us money the next day for them out of their piggy bank. It’s just, they’re very grateful.”

Submitted by Gigi Jones Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org 

Elks members (from left), Dave Schooley, Nancy Baker, Bobbye
Kimbrough, Carol Rilinger and Gigi Jones purchase shoes

mailto:webmaster@virginiaelks.org

