
 
October 26, 2016 

Virginia Elks Ladies Prepare 185 “Handbags of Hope” 
The “Handbags of Hope” Project was presented to the Ladies of Virginia 

Elks at the Fall 2016 Convention Ladies Breakfast. Gigi Jones from Waynesboro 
2270 gave the ladies background on the “Handbags of Hope” project. She 
explained to them that it was born out of the efforts of her lodge, led by ER Rod 
Jones, to help the victims of the severe flooding in West Virginia. After seeing 
the severe devastation and need in the area, Gigi wanted to have her lodge help 
the ladies who are often forgotten in such disasters.  

After much consideration the concept of filling donated handbags with 
items that every woman would need as well as items that would give the 
receiving lady pleasure was agreed upon. Included in each handbag should be a 
note of inspiration and hope written by the person donating and filling the 
handbag. The ladies of the Waynesboro Lodge were eager and supportive of the 
project at a tea on August 2 where the project was presented to them. By 
August 19, One hundred and two handbags had been filled and were ready for 
donation! Some of these handbags went to Rainelle and Richwood, West 
Virginia ladies who were affected by the flooding. Others were shipped to Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana ladies who were victims of the flooding there in September. 
Still others went to two shelters for ladies who were victims of domestic 
violence. 

The Ladies of Virginia Elks at the Fall Meeting Ladies Breakfast filled 185 
handbags with donated items. The ladies from lodges all over Virginia had 
donated empty handbags and many, many various items that were to be used 
to fill the handbags. One hundred forty-five handbags were taken by the various 
lodges to distribute to shelters for abused women or shelters where women 
were residing that were affected by some disaster or unfortunate situation. The 
generosity and support from the ladies of Virginia Elks was overwhelming and 
heartwarming! 

The forty handbags that were left were taken by Gigi Jones and her 
Waynesboro Elk “warriors”, along with forty-six filled handbags that had been 
received at the lodge from various groups, churches, and individuals, to Virginia 
First Lady April Horton-Fender on October 21 in Wytheville, Virginia. Our First 
Lady spearheaded the distribution of these handbags to ladies in the Lumberton, North Carolina area 
where severe and overwhelming flooding had occurred in early October.   

As of the distribution of the handbags on October 21, 333 handbags have been distributed 
through the Elks. Handbags are still being received, filled, and donated!   

The Ladies of Virginia Elks demonstrated generosity and dedication to helping others showing 
that “Elks Care…Elks Share” with “Elks Leading the Way!” 
 

Submitted by Gigi Jones Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org  
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