September 26, 2013

Virginia Beach 2268 Holds “Vet-Run” for Vets at Hampton VAMC

September 15 started out as a day to remember. Virginia
Beach Elks were preparing for their 16th Annual Veterans
motorcycle run to the Hampton VA Hospital. Breakfast started
promptly at 8:30 a.m. and was prepared by our brothers and
sisters of Hampton 366. After the registration was complete and
a few raffles, 24 motorcycles proceeded to the VA hospital for a
lunch that was provided for by “Okie.” Carolina BBQ, Hot Dogs,
Beans and all the fixings made this an extremely memorable
event.

Elks handed out “goodie bags” to approximately 160
patients. These bags contained puzzle books, notepads, socks,
waters, pens, necessary hygiene products, etc. We were also
able to give away some door prizes to the patients. The Vets and
all the volunteers were proud to see what smiles the Veterans
had on their faces. The best part was just being able to spend
the afternoon with our heroes.
All in all it was a successful event. 52 Virginia Beach Elks
raised a little north of 3500 dollars and the check will be
presented on Veterans Day. This contribution goes to the
Veterans Morale Welfare and Recreation fund, where they use it
for activities both at the hospital and trips outside the hospital.
Here is a note from one of the patients:
“I wanted to send my deepest sincere thanks for the
AWESOME cook out you put on for us at the VA in Hampton. I
didn't realize I was going to be the "D J." I enjoyed it immensely,
and the other Vets did as well. I feel that I can speak for the rest
of the Vets by saying you are welcome back any time and with
open arms.
“Again thank you from the VA and myself for a memorable
time and the camaraderie.
“PEACE!!.
“Daniel R Mathes,
“Ret. ARMY”
Submitted by Joel Marquez

Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org

