
 
March 8, 2016 

Third Annual State Association Training a Huge Success 
Over 100 dedicated Virginia Elks 

gathered at Charlottesville 389 on Saturday, 
March 5, to increase their knowledge about 
Elkdom and what it can do for Elks, Lodges, 
Communities Scholarships and Charities. 

Registration began at 9:00 AM, 
Training at 9:30.  

Past State President Tim Knotts, 
Chairman, welcomed Elks and introduced 
VEA President Geoff Cox for opening 
encouragement. 

The Invocation and Pledge of 
Allegiance of the Flag were led in due form. 

SDGER Dr Bob Hinkle was introduced, 
who, in turn, brought warm greetings from 
our State Sponsor, PGER Ted Hess, who 
was unable to attend. All wished him the best 

Elk Jim O’Kelly, Executive Director of 
the Elks National Foundation, was 
introduced.  Jim gave an excellent coverage 
on Grants, Scholarships, Donations and 
other benefits of the Foundation. 

Justin Retter, VEA Membership 
Chairman reminded the Lodges that there 
was only twenty-six more days to bring in 
New or Reinstated Members into the Order.  

In addition, a chart was distributed by Justin outlining the most recent 
Membership Statistics for each Virginia Lodge. 

Following that, a highly successful Power Point Presentation on “The First Step in 
Membership Retention” was presented by Vice-President 
Frank Burns.  In the future, this Presentation will be on the 
VEA Website from which all will benefit.  It contained a very 
powerful message for all to incorporate into their Lodge 
activities. 

A delicious luncheon was provided by the State 
Association for all attendees and successfully prepared and 
served by the Members of Charlottesville Lodge 389. 

Past State President Darryl Myers, Chairman of the 
Accident Prevention Committee, presented valuable 

information on the prevention of accidents and the necessity of keeping the Lodges safe from 
slips and falls.  Fortunately, there have been only three reported claims this year in our 
twenty-nine Lodges. 



Vice-President Donnie White 
encouraged attendees to attend the Grand 
Lodge Convention in Houston, Texas, in 
July.  That  information is now on the VEA 
Website.  Everyone was reminded that there 
are only forty rooms available for Virginia 
Elksand encouraged them to register for 
them as soon as possible. 

Training Chairman Tim Knotts 
reviewed questions, made announcements 
and wrapped up the day’s activities. 

Session was adjourned about 1:30 PM 
and it is hoped that everyone had a safe 
journey home, ready to spread the good 
news gained at this gathering of dedicated 
Elks. 
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