
 
December 24, 2014 

Pulaski 1067’s Gary Cox Reminds VEA of Unpleasant Reality 

 
(Webmaster’s note:  the report “Responsible Beverage Service” is now available on the Grand Lodge Website at 

http://www.elks.org/grandlodge/manuals/ or may be downloaded from the VEA Website at 
http://virginiaelks.org/whats_new/Responsible_Beverage_Service.pdf ) 

I believe I am not the only member of SW Virginia Elks who 

take this issue seriously.  I call your attention to page 3 (above) of 

this December 2014 GL News Letter.   

When I originally heard of the award of 28 million this past 

summer I was not only fearful of our survival as a Lodge order 

but also wondering how this is affecting our PR nationally.  All the 

“atta boys” we have made for the order over the past years have 

now been reduced to naught.   

http://www.elks.org/grandlodge/manuals/
http://virginiaelks.org/whats_new/Responsible_Beverage_Service.pdf


All of us in Lodge preservation and management realized we 

would face such an issue sooner or later.  I have personally been 

criticized for being the naysayer to Lodge use by outside groups 

that want to have adult beverages present.  (so and so's son 

wants to hold a 21 party and a keg party, The group from 

whatever wants to use the Lodge for a fund raiser or party and 

the mayor’s daughter heads the group, etc.  In most cases these 

are groups not associated except by acquaintance of our 

members.)  I am sure you need no elaboration.   

While I believe a strong agreement and protection of 

insurance by these users along with a VA ABC Banquet permit will 

keep the wolf away from us (lawyer litigation), the stigma of 

publicity will always be there, heaven forbid, of any incident.   

Getting to the point, not all our members come to meeting or 

read this newsletter, however, I feel each and every Elk of our 

order should read this article and know the reason why the Lodge 

House Committees and Trustees refuse the use of the Lodge to 

outside groups and why we do not want to risk our bank 

deposits, Lodge, or reputation.  I think the first step of 

communication would be to reprint or reissue the article to the 

VEA "What’s new".  (And post it on the Lodge Bulletin Board:  

Webmaster)   

Also for our Lodges and officials to make this a required read.   

Thank you for the soap box and the use of your ears.   
 

Submitted by Gary Cox Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org  
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