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Pulaski Elks provide 2014 support for military and veterans 

Exalted Ruler James Chitwood of The Benevolent and Protective 

Order of Elks “Pulaski Lodge #1067” reported the year ending Elks 

National Organization results of support for United States Military 

Personnel and Veterans. 

The Elks are comprised of over one thousand individual Lodges with 

a membership of over 800,000.  The order is very focused in support of 

active duty service personell and honoring our present and past veterans. 

In the Elks physical year ending March 31, 2014, the Elks 

membership contributed over eight million dollars in cash and material 

gifts and supplies.  Over one million volunteer hours and 3.8 million miles 

of travel were expended in support of our nation’s citizen soldiers. 

Chitwood stated the Pulaski Lodge has expanded its direct support 

of active, reserve, and veteran military personnel.  He stated Pulaski Elks 

members along with the members of district lodges lay on a barbeque 

cook out twice yearly for Veterans and their family members who are in 

the Veterans care facility in Salem. 

On average, 250 to 400 meals are prepared by the Elks of Southwest 

Virginia, each spring and fall.  The back yard format of the cookout along 

with burgers and dogs are a welcomed change to the residents. 



Each year the Pulaski Elks have a Veterans Day Concert to 

commemorate the 11th of November national day of recognition.  The 

Elks have also supplied tickets to sporting events and special trips for 

reserve, active military, and veterans. 

Each of these programs are made possible by contributions from 

members and by special application grants.  Chitwood also stated church 

and civic groups have and are welcomed to partner with the Lodge on 

projects and events.   

“We can never do enough for these men and women who have 

defended our freedoms,” he said.   

In other news, Chitwood indicated that notices have gone out 

announcing the 2015 most valuable student scholarship application to 

area high school counselors.  The BPOE is second only to the US 

Government in scholarship awards to deserving students. 

The Pulaski Lodge had 3 winners last year. 

The Elks Hoop Shoot competition packages will be delivered to area 

schools this week.  The basketball foul shot competition is open to boys 

and girls age 7 to 13.  SW Virginia district had a National Champion last 

year from the Bedford VA Lodge in the girls age 10 to 11 years of age. 

The Pulaski Lodge was chartered in 1907 and has been at its main 

street address for 105 years.  For information on Elks please visit the 

elks.org web page. 

Source:  http://www.southwesttimes.com/2014/09/pulaski-elks-provide-2014-

support-for-military-and-veterans/ 
 

Submitted by Gary Cox Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org  
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