
 
April 13, 2015 

Portsmouth VA Mayor Wright Proclaims May 1-7 as “Youth Week” 
Portsmouth-Chesapeake Lodge 82 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
P.O. Box 9888, 
Chesapeake, VA 23321 
April 1, 2015 
 

The Honorable Kenneth I. Wright 
Mayor of the City of Portsmouth 
P.O. Box 820  
Portsmouth, VA 23705 
 

Dear Mayor Wright:  
Across the country, in small towns and big cities alike, citizens from all walks of life are coming 

together with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks to celebrate Youth Week, the First week in 
May, which falls this year May First through Seventh, 2015.   

As a resident of this great area, I am requesting that you help us reach out to our fellow Citizens 
by issuing an executive proclamation declaring this special week in May.  

Who are the Elks?  
Elks Lodges bring so much more to their communities than just a building. They are places where 

neighbors come together, families share meals, and children grow up.  Elks invest in their communities 
through programs that help children grow up healthy and drug-free, by undertaking projects that 
address unmet need, and by honoring the service and sacrifice of our veterans. 

I would be extremely proud if my city took part in making The First week in May part of the annual 
celebrations honoring the invaluable services and community programming provided by BPOE #82. For 
your convenience, I have included a draft of what I imagine a proclamation would look like.  Your 
participation will help generate public awareness of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks mission 
and our strategies to help with today’s youth.   

I would be most grateful if you could send the proclamation as soon as possible so that we can 
make plans for promotion and celebration during the month of May. Our City's visible participation in 
this event will have a profound impact on our community.  We also will be holding a Children's Carnival 
to celebrate the kickoff of this week, on Saturday, May 2nd at the Portsmouth-Chesapeake Elks Lodge 
#82, at 2541 Gum Road, located in Western Branch.   

We would love for you to present this on the Council floor to our Exalted Ruler Michael Miller if 
the agenda would allow.  

I thank you for your time and consideration. Please let me know of your decision.   
Respectfully,  
Beverly Jo Harlow-O'Quinn, Secretary  
Portsmouth-Chesapeake Elks Lodge #82 
757.406.0205 

 
 

Submitted by Beverly O’Quinn Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org  
(Scroll down for Mayor Wright’s Proclamation) 

mailto:webmaster@virginiaelks.org


City of Portsmouth 
 

Proclamation 
 

Whereas, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks has designated May 1st – 7th as Youth Week 

to honor America’s Junior Citizens for their accomplishments, and to give fitting recognition 

of their services to community, state, and nation; and 

 

Whereas, Portsmouth-Chesapeake Elks Lodge No. 82 will sponsor an observance during that week 

in tribute to the Junior Citizens of this community; and  

 

Whereas no event could be more deserving of our support and participation than one dedicated to the 

Youth who represent the nation’s greatest resource, and who in the years ahead will assume 

the responsibility for the advancement of our free society.  Benevolent and Protective Order 

of Elks shares the goal of this office to keep youth safe and has made a difference in the 

lives of many of youth; and 

 

Whereas our Youth need the guidance, inspiration and encouragement which we alone can give in 

order to help develop those qualities of character essential for future leadership; and go 

forth to serve America; and 

 

Whereas to achieve this worthy objective we should demonstrate our partnership with our youth, our 

understanding of their hopes and aspirations and responsibilities and opportunities of 

citizenship.  

 

Now, therefore, I, Kenneth I. Wright, Mayor of the City of Portsmouth, do hereby proclaim 

May 1st-7th, as “Youth Week” 
In Portsmouth, and furthermore call upon citizens of Portsmouth to observe this week with 

activities and programs honoring the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and the 

youth of the community that participate in its programs.   

 

  In testimony whereof, I, and on behalf of the Portsmouth City Council, have hereunto set hand and 

caused to be affixed, the great seal of the City of Portsmouth, Virginia this 6th day of April, 

two thousand fifteen.  

         

                 Kenneth I. Wright 

        Mayor of the City of Portsmouth 

 


