
 

February 12, 2016 

Petersburg 237 Yearend Status Report, We’ve Found a Home! 
PETERSBURG ELKS LODGE 237 

 

To:   All VEA Members 
 

From:   Eric Hamilton, Petersburg 237 Secretary  
 

Subject: Lodge Status 
 

WOW!  What a ride.  Yes I am speaking about Petersburg Elks Lodge 237.  Last year 
was a very uncertain time for our Lodge; after long hours of gut wrenching discussions 
and decision making, we were at the point of turning in our charter; a vote was 
scheduled to take place at our regular January 18, 2015 meeting.  Because of the “NO 
QUORUM” rule; which requires nine members, of which two must be elected officers to 
be present in order to vote, this rule was applied and we did not take a vote.  

Even though we had a number of members who wanted to summit a Transfer 
Request and move on to another Elks Lodge, we also had a number of members who 
wished to keep our Lodge moving forward and were unwilling to give up. The members 
who wanted to transfer their membership withdrew their request to move; instead they 
wanted their Lodge, PETERSBURG ELKS 237, to move forward as well. 

We then met with the Dinwiddie County Administrator, Mr. Kevin Massengill, who 
informed us that the county did not have any thing they could sell, rent, or give us to use 
as a Lodge.  However, Mr. Massengill did tell us about an old vacant building, built a 
number of years ago, standing on the Ferndale Trolley Park grounds. 

With our hopes renewed, we took off to look at the property; a house maintained 
by the City of Petersburg but standing on land owned by Dinwiddie.  This house was a 
rough cut diamond but would serve our needs with a little clean-up and minor repairs.  

We met with Mrs. Tami Yerby, Director of Petersburg Parks and Leisure; who 
maintained the house, after much discussion concerning our presence and work in the 
surrounding communities, she was very impressed with the Petersburg Elks Lodge 237’s 
presence in the community and expressed her desire to give us free range of the building 
and limited use of the grounds. This is what we wanted; a place where we could conduct 



our meetings, as well as increase our visibility in a new community. This was a bold move 
forward for Petersburg Elks 237, but one we felt would not only increase our visibility in a 
new neighborhood, but most of all, would allow those “Acts of Kindness” which the 
Petersburg Elks Lodge 237 had demonstrated over the years to increase its value to the 
communities as a good neighbor.  However there are legal and land usage concerns to be 
dealt with at this point. Mrs. Yerby will discuss those concerns with the Petersburg Board 
of Supervisors; she does not feel it is a show stopper.   

Even though the year of 2015 had its challenges; there were a number of 
outstanding “Acts of Kindness” Petersburg Elks Lodge 237 accomplished; we worked 
diligently to provide for our neighboring communities. Yes, we were “Proud and Loud” 
about such Grand Lodge, Virginia Elks Association, and Local Lodge projects we shared 
with the surrounding communities.  Listed below are some of the programs Petersburg 
Elks 237 provided: 

1. ENF - Petersburg Elks 237 per capita:  
a. First in District and State 
b. Second in Nation for Lodges under 300 members 

2. Grants: 
a. Beacon: $2,000 Back to School, (Four local schools served)  
b. Gratitude: $2,500 Christmas Baskets (Forty-eight baskets Fifty-three 

families) 
c. Promise: $2,500 Baseball Clinic Middle School age (Mainly “In need” 

students)  
3. Hoop Shoot (Basketball free throw): 

a. Had four players move up to District competition 
4. Scholarships 

a. Received sixteen 16 applications from five different high schools 
i. Two applications were disqualified for incomplete or missing required 

data  
ii. Six applications were sent to District level Competition (3male 3 

female) 
5. Drug Awareness 

a. Elks Drug Awareness Trailer was present at a number of community events 
i. Elks Baseball Clinic for underprivileged students  

ii. “Walk for life” Cancer event  (2) 
1. Lodge had a cancer survivor who participate 

iii. Hopewell Heritage Festival 
iv. Dinwiddie Health Fair 
v. Colonial Heights “Back to School” event 
vi. Colonial Heights “Fall Festival in the Park”   



6. Lodge Activity 
a. Dictionary for Third graders 

i. Seven Schools served  
ii. 505 Dictionaries distributed 
iii. 505 Drug awareness book markers distributed  
iv. 505 Petersburg Elks Lodge #237 ID Labels used  

7. Veterans Affairs 
a.  Six Visits to Hunter Holmes McGuire VA Hospital 

i. Books, Magazines, and Toiletry supplies were given to Veterans 
b. Applied for Veteran’s  Grant – did not get  it 
c. Attended Veterans Day Ceremonies at Chesterfield and Colonial Heights 

Service 
8. Fundraisers/Donation 

a. Brunswick Stew and ENF yearly pledge donation 
b. American Legion Post 284 advertisement in their American Legion 

Magazine 
c. Partnered with American Legion Post 284/40 & 8 to pass out American 

Flags to elementary students 
9. DD Clinics, ENF Webinars, Grand Lodge National Convention, and VEA Training 

events 
a. Attended all except Elks National Convention 
b. Hosted DDGER visit to Lodge 

This is a copy of the Secretary’s yearend report of Lodge Activities.  Hopefully this 
letter points out how proud Petersburg Elks Lodge 237 is of the numerous ways we make 
a difference in the lives of others.   
 

Eric O. Hamilton, Secretary 
 

Once again we thank you for your support and confidence in Petersburg Elks 237. 
 

ELKS CARE    ELKS SHARE 
 

Last minute news:  We have been granted full use of the Ferndale Building. 
 

Submitted by Eric Hamilton Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org 
 


