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Dear Virginia Elks, 

Bonnie and I wanted to thank everyone for all the wonderful “Kudos” for the hospitality 

room this year in Reno. What a grand time it was with our State President and First Lady 

Donnie and Joanne, we do believe that it was the “best hospitality room” it was always 

full! This is a complement in itself. 

 

We wanted to give a special “Thank you” to everyone that helped; we had some people 

that were there every day, helping and the constant flow of Exalted Rulers from Virginia 

lodges filling in at the “Hospitality Center” thank you.   

 

We especially want to give a special shout out to John and Chris Hutchison, you were there 

every morning when we were setting up and every night when it was time to clean up. You 

made sandwiches, filled trays, did whatever needed to be done, and let us not forget the 

Seafood day, Wow – we could not have done it without you.  

 

We would like to give another special thank you to Carlos and Iris Ortiz. They were there 

every day as well helping for endless hours. However, the one day that we got to “leave” 

the hospitality room and explore Reno, they pulled everything together and ran the room, 

great job!!! You also made a trip the day after everyone left with the donation to the Reno 

Elks Lodge... Thank you so much for your help. 

 

We could not have done any of this without all of you, so thank you all so much for making 

this year a huge success!!! 

 

Fraternally 

Paul Shoemaker 
VEA, First Vice President  
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