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2017 Fall Meeting, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Grand Exalted Ruler’s Message 

Community awareness is theme for 2017-18 

As I begin my journey this year, I want to extend my sincerest gratitude to you, the 

Elks community, for trusting in me to serve as your next Grand Exalted Ruler. I could not 

have achieved this honor without the unwavering support and guidance of many of my 

fellow Elks, family and friends. 

My theme for the 2017-18 fraternal year is “Strengthening Elkdom Through 

Community Awareness.” By definition, community is “a feeling of fellowship with others, 

as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests and goals.” 

Elks are community, and it is my hope for the coming year that by working together 

with the Elks National Foundation and through our more than 775,000 Members and nearly 2,000 Lodges nationwide, we 

can build both stronger communities and stronger Elks. 

With the Elks mission of supporting veterans, aiding special and underprivileged children, and promoting the 

growth of our youth through scholarship, Drug Awareness and sports programs, we will ultimately build a bond with each 

other while making our local communities a better place to live. 

For 2017-18, one of my goals is to increase membership. As we begin celebrating our 150th year of Elkdom, l ask 

that you promote the great work of Elkdom to your communities. To exist for 150 years, the Elks are doing great work. 

We must continue to inform our communities of our great works to increase membership and continue to strengthen our 

programs. 

I challenge you to identify the specific ways in which you can foster the Elks values of charity, justice, brotherly 

love and fidelity in the places you live and work. 

Pat and l are looking forward to meeting many of you in your Local Lodges and communities throughout our travels 

this year. Until then, I leave you with the old lrish Blessing: “May the road rise to meet you; may the wind be always at 

your back; may the sun shine warm upon your face...”  

And may the hand of an Elk always be near.  

Grand Exalted Ruler 

MALCOLM J. McPHERSON JR.  



Article below on Lester C “Ted” Hess, Jr. was suggested by Beverly Hamby

 
  



 
(Go to http://www.elks.org/SharedElksOrg/enf/files/TedstimonialforWeb.pdf to see the original)  

http://www.elks.org/SharedElksOrg/enf/files/TedstimonialforWeb.pdf


State Sponsor’s Message 

ANOTHER GREAT YEAR OF ELKDOM! 

Virginia is moving forward on another great year of Elkdom! We are making a 

difference and changing people’s lives every day with our many Lodge activities, our 

support of ENF and the Virginia Charitable Trust, our work with Drug Awareness, Youth 

and Veterans, and with our countless Community Service Programs. Everything we do 

across the Old Dominion makes it very easy to be a proud Virginia Elk, and I am most 

pleased to be serving as State Sponsor.   

With Membership trends heading in the right direction over the last three years, 

our Order is poised for its first Membership Gain in nearly forty years. For Virginia to play a part in that success, I ask all 

Lodge Leaders to focus on making Membership the #1 priority this year. We can succeed in adding to our rolls and 

strengthening our Lodges, if we simply take advantage of the Membership Toolkit, guidelines, and forms provided on the 

Grand Lodge Website for Membership and Retention. I know we all would like to see Virginia being recognized at the next 

Grand Lodge Convention for its great improvement in Membership, and even better, a Membership Gain!  

Unfortunately, Nancy and I will not be able to be with you in Virginia Beach for the Fall Convention. Grand Lodge 

has assigned me as State Sponsor of Pennsylvania, and unbelievably, their Fall Convention falls on the same weekend. 

With this being my first opportunity to visit with the Elks of PA and with the Grand Exalted Ruler making his visit that 

weekend, I am obliged to make the trip to Pennsylvania. However, I will work with Grand Lodge and our State Association 

in an effort to avoid this conflict in the near future.  

In the meantime, for this Convention, I have invited the best possible substitute, a great friend to Virginia and our 

Past State Sponsor, Ted Hess and his wife, Becky. They are both thrilled to be returning to Virginia to be reunited with 

their many old friends, meet our new leaders and hear all about the great Elks of Virginia. I know they will be welcomed 

with open arms, and only wish we could be there to share the weekend with you. Please come prepared to have a great 

time! 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Ron Hicks, PGER, Virginia State Sponsor 

Welcome Special Guest Colleen Muszynski 

Colleen Muszynski is the Senior Programs Associate with the Community 

Investments Program (CIP) at the Elks National Foundation. Together with her staff of two, 

she helps oversee a budget of $12.53 million and the implementation of the CIP's Beacon, 

Gratitude, Promise, Anniversary, and Impact Grants. Colleen joined the ENF staff in June 

2012 as the Programs Coordinator. Prior to her time at the ENF, the Michigan State 

University graduate worked with after-school programs at the Girl Scouts of Greater 

Chicago and Northwest Indiana. 

"I'm really looking forward to sharing about the CIP grant program in Virginia 

Beach," says Colleen. "I encourage anyone interested in grants to dive right in! Our office is here to help you make the 

most of the opportunities—call or email us anytime with questions." 

More information on the Community Investments Program can be found at www.elks.org/cip.  

  

http://www.elks.org/cip


President’s Message 

Much has been going on since being sworn in as the Virginia Elks Association’s 

President in Lynchburg, Virginia on June 10. Joanne and I are very honored to represent 

the Virginia Elks. I am lucky to have her support. We both believe in Elkdom and the great 

deeds done by the Elks. Many of you may not know this but Joanne is very active and has 

served two consecutive years as Exalted Ruler at Richmond Lodge 45 and is currently on 

the Board of Trustees as well as First Lady. We work as a team to accomplish goals. 

In July we attended the Grand Lodge National Convention in Reno, Nevada. It was 

with great pride I carried the Virginia State Flag in front of the assembly during the Parade 

of Flags at the Grand Opening Ceremony. I have attended many Grand Lodge Conventions 

and always found the opening ceremony to be very impressive and the most memorable event during the convention. I 

was so proud to be a part of that parade and display the great flag of Virginia, the Mother of Presidents State. Additionally, 

our very own Raymond (Buster) Shaner carried the Armed Services Navy Flag. Virginia was well represented during the 

Opening Ceremony. 

Paul and Bonnie Shoemaker, First Vice President and his wife, did an excellent job on Virginia’s Hospitality Room. 

Word got out that Virginia had the best Hospitality Room and it was always full. Thank you Bonnie and Paul for showing 

what Virginia Hospitality is all about, great job! 

August 19, I attended Central District’s Raymond (Buster) Shaner’s District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Clinic held 

at Staunton Lodge 351.  It was a very good and informative Clinic. I also attended Southeast’s District Deputy Clinic 

September 10, conducted by District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Michael Miller at Portsmouth-Chesapeake Lodge 82. It 

was great to hear the reports from Lodges and Committees in those Districts and the good works they are performing. 

Joanne, myself and our family returned to Virginia Beach September 15, to attend the “Elks Campout.” Three 

Districts were represented: Central, North, and Southeast. We all gathered together Saturday to eat dinner; everyone 

brought a covered dish and a pig was cooked by Paul Shoemaker. The campground was very nice, with many activities we 

could do. There are plans to have another campout next year. I highly recommend attending it was a lot of fun. 

I look forward to visiting Lodges in the coming months. Send me an invitation if you have upcoming events. I look 

forward to continuing to serve you for the remainder of the year. 

Fraternally, 

Donald B. White, Jr., 

VEA President 

  



West Virginia Elks Association President’s Biography 
John H. Penn was born in Washington, Pennsylvania and graduated from 

Bentworth High School in Ellsworth, Pennsylvania. John obtained his B.S. degree from 

West Virginia Wesleyan College in Buckhannon, West Virginia and earned his Ph.D. Degree 

in organic chemistry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Following a post-doctoral 

fellowship at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah, he was appointed to the faculty 

of West Virginia University in 1983. Before retiring in December 2016, John served a 

distinguished career as an organic chemistry professor, having authored and published 

fifty-five papers, having given approximately 100 presentations in national and 

international forums (approximately thirty of them having been invited), and having taught thousands of students about 

the idiosyncrasies of organic chemistry. John won the WVU Foundation Award for Teaching Excellence (the University’s 

highest award for teaching) in 1997. John was initiated into the Morgantown, West Virginia Lodge 411 in August 1999. He 

served as the Treasurer from 2000-2003. In 2003, John was elected to be the Exalted Ruler and served for three years 

until 2006. In 2007, John served as the Leading Knight and became the Lodge Secretary in 2008 where he has served to 

the present time. In addition to his service as the Lodge Secretary, John has several years of service on the House 

Committee and even served as the club manager for a couple of years. Additional service as the chair of the ENF 

Committee, Scholarships Chair, and a member of the Hoop Shoot Committee and Veterans Committee earned John the 

Award of Elk of the Year on two occasions. John remains very active at his Morgantown Lodge. At the State Level John 

served for six years as the Secretary/Treasurer of the PER Association and for four years as the Chair of the Adopt-a-

Veteran Committee. In addition to serving as a regular committee member of several other committees, he was elected 

to be a Vice President of the West Virginia Elks Association in 2014. John was installed as the President of the West Virginia 

Elks Association on April 22, 2017. At the Grand Lodge level he served as District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler of the West 

Virginia Central District in 2010 - 2011. John and his wife Gloria (Gozdzik) have been together for thirty-five years and 

have three children (Rhonda Johnson of North Tonawanda, New York, Kenneth Botham of Vienna, West Virginia, and 

Monica Foell of Ocean City Maryland), five grandchildren (Samantha Novack Marcos, Nicholas Novack, Alexander Novack, 

Lauren Johnson, and Brendon Botham), and one great grandson (Dexter Marcos). Following his retirement, John has been 

active in a variety of volunteer activities, directed towards charitable contributions to the community. Examples include 

his service with the Elks, driving a handicapped accessible bus on Sundays for a local church, board member of In Touch 

and Concerned, and volunteer service to a local hospital. ELKS CARE/ELKS SHARE!  

John H. Penn 

President, West Virginia Elks Association 



First Vice Presidents Message 
UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT GENERATIONS AT THE LODGE 

"The world is passing through troublous times. The young people of today think 

of nothing but themselves. They have no reverence for parents or old age. They are 

impatient of all restraint. They talk as if they knew everything, and what passes for wisdom 

with us is foolishness with them. As for the girls, they are forward, immodest and 

unladylike in speech, behavior and dress."   Who wrote that, and when do you think it was 

written... it is an extract from a sermon preached by Peter the Hermit in 1274 A.D!  Let’s 

translate that to the lodge. Have we ever judged our younger members forgetting how we 

were at their age? 

Understanding different generations at the lodge is growing increasingly more important especially as we lose 

more of our older members and younger people are being recruited.  Failure to realize the differences between the 

generations that comprise our members can lead to frustration and conflict because of misunderstanding. Hopefully, it 

remains without saying, that each generation has something worthwhile to offer.   Each generation has distinct attitudes, 

behaviors, expectations, habits and motivational buttons. Learning how to communicate with the different generations 

can eliminate many major confrontations and misunderstandings in the lodge.   We must be especially sensitive to the 

generational styles of the various age groups if we are to get along.  Let’s look at the main generational groupings and a 

few of the typical characteristics of each one: 

Traditional Generation members (if you were born between 1922-1945) 72-95 years old you tend to:  Believe 

in conformity, authority, and rules.  You dislike conflict and see things as right or wrong, black or white, and you resist 

change. You know how to turn on the TV and use the telephone however; you have trouble recording TV programs. 

Baby boomers (if you were born between 1946-1964) 53-71 years old, you are generally independent and 

confident. Tend to be resourceful and dedicated.  Become involved in the community and are not afraid to challenge 

existing practices.  You are willing to experiment and are not afraid to try new things.   Electronic beginners you use 

computers and cell phones when you have to.  You believe in individualism and do not hesitate to reject rules.  Enjoy 

finding solutions to problems and being in charge.  Typically, you keep a positive attitude and tend to be more free-spirited 

and optimistic.   You are drawn to and show respect to authority figures 

Members of Generation X (if you were born between 1965-1980) 37-52 years old you even more so than Baby 

Boomers, dislike rigid requirements.    Enjoy the freedoms of flexible schedules and independence.  Work best when given 

the desired outcome and then turned loose to figure out how to achieve it. This means that lodge leaders should guide 

this group with feedback and suggestions, not step-by-step instructions.  Members of this generation are advanced in 

electronics: do texting, face book and other social networking, iPads, and have an electronic gizmo permanently attached 

to their hand. 

Members of Generation Y (if you were born between 1981-1994) 21-36 years old you generally welcome 

change.  Work well as a member of a team.  You express yourselves which usually upset members of the other 



generations, and enjoy and want instant gratification.  Were born with your electronic gizmo as part of your hand and it 

is the only way you can communicate. 

Socializing with different personalities requires flexibility, and emphasis on respectful relationships. There are a 

number of different ways that confusion and conflict between different generations at the lodge can be avoided.  First, 

you want to do all that you can to accommodate the difference that exits among your members.  Make an effort to 

accommodate specific needs, different lifestyles, and even preferences.  Create a lodge full of choices.  You must allow 

the members some flexibility to make the lodge an environment that they can thrive in.  Provide opportunities for learning 

and growth by assigning a mentor for new members.  Expose them to different committees, give them guidance, and let 

them find their own way of helping the lodge.  Give feedback, rewards, and recognition as needed.  Treat everyone, from 

the newest member to the longtime member with the same level of respect.  Competence and initiative have no age 

boundaries.   Facilitate group cohesion with activities designed to appeal to the interests of all members.  Foster the belief 

that any group can be enriched by diversity and that a variety of personalities can make for a stronger lodge.  Officers 

can increase performance, creativity, and harmony within the lodge by nurturing the strengths of individual members.   

Different generations in the lodge may present some challenges but the potential for reward through the collective effort 

of multiple generations is well worth the effort. --- It Depends on You. 

Paul Shoemaker,  

First Vice President, Virginia Elks Association 

 

 

 



Virginia Elks Association State Officers, 2017 – 2018 
PRESIDENT 
Donald B. White, Jr. – Joanne 
Richmond Lodge 45 
donniewhite55@yahoo.com 
 
FIRST VICE – PRESIDENT 
Paul C. Shoemaker – Bonnie 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
paul.shoemaker@navy.mil   
 
SECOND VICE - PRESIDENT 
Frank Burns-Sandy 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
Fburns15@verizon.net 
 
THIRD VICE – PRESIDENT 
John M. Owen III – Nancy 
Bedford Lodge 2844 
jnowen@jetbroadband.com 
 
FOURTH VICE-PRESIDENT 
Raymond E. Dameron – Elizabeth 
Fredericksburg Lodge 875 
ray.dameron@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 
Tammy Symons – Robert 
Winchester Lodge 867 
tammmysymons@comcast.net 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Lynn Rutherford Snow – Jimmy 
Charlottesville Lodge 389 
jlsnow81305@earthlink.net 
 
TILER 
Janita (Jan) Sullivan 
Arlington – Fairfax Lodge 2188 
jsullivan@bpoe2188.org 
 
SERGEANT–AT-ARMS 
Ed Travers 
Richmond Lodge 45 
etnaples@aol.com 

 

INNER GUARD 
Ken Vaden 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
Kvaden01@gmail.com 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
elktim@gmail.com 
 
PRESIDENTIAL AIDE 
Faye Willard - George 
Richmond Lodge 45 
fayewillard@verizon.net 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR 
Joseph E. Hicks - Shannon 
Fredericksburg 875 
jehicks0791@yahoo.com 
 
TRUSTEE – ONE YEAR - CHAIRMAN 
Darryl Myers – Karen 
Danville Lodge 227 
dtm@chatmosscable.com 
 
TRUSTEE – TWO YEARS 
Richard F. Stroop – Carolyn 
Harrisonburg Lodge 450 
Rstroop@aol.com 
 
TRUSTEE – THREE YEARS 
Beverly A. Hamby 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
bevhamby@verizon.net 
 
TRUSTEE – FOUR YEARS 
Geoffrey B. Cox-Susan  
Loudoun Lodge 2406 
geoff@geoff-cox.com 
 
TRUSTEE – FIVE YEARS  
Bobby Fender– April  
Galax Lodge 2212 
beanfender@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:paul.shoemaker@navy.mil
mailto:willard@verizon.
mailto:dtm@chatmosscable.com


October 2017 Convention Schedule of Events 

Virginia Elks Association 
October 12, 13, and 14, 2017 

Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Schedule of Events 

 

Thursday, October 12 – Registration open 12:00 for PSPs only (2nd Floor Balcony) 
 

1:00   Trustees Meeting – Open to VPs, PSPs, and VEA members – Mariner A (casual) 
 

3:30  PSPs Meeting – Mariner A (casual) 
 

Friday, October 13 – Registration open 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

8:00 am Shot Gun Start, Aeropines Golf Club, NAS Oceana 
 

2:00 pm        Joint Meeting – VPs and DDs Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner B (casual) 
 

4:00  Youth Camp Meeting – Cape Charles A (casual) 
 

6:00  PSP Cocktail Hour – Mr. Hess’ Room TBD (coat & tie) 
 

7:00  PSP Dinner – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

Saturday, October 14 – Registration open 7:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

7:30 a.m. PER/ER Breakfast Buffet – James Room 
 

9:00  Business Session – Cape Charles & False Cape 
 

9:00  Ladies Breakfast Buffet/Entertainment – Cape Henry-C  
 

1:00 p.m. VEA Luncheon Buffet - Meeting & Awards - Atlantic Ballroom 

   (Request Hospitality rooms be closed until 3:00) 
 

3:00  ENF Grants Program Presentation – Cape Henry-C 
 

4:00  Eleven O’clock Toast Contest – Cape Charles-A 
 

7:00-7:45 President’s Reception (Open to all Registered Elks and Guests) – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

9:00  Announce Toast Contest Winners – Cape Charles-A 
 

11:00            Eleven O’clock Toast by the winner of the Toast Contest – Mariner 

          (for all who wish to attend) 
 

Unless otherwise stated, the dress for all of the above is business casual – No T-shirts, tank tops, jeans, 

or shorts.  Coat and/or tie are optional. 
 

Please wear your convention badge at all times while in the hotel. 
  



Oceanfront Vacation at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel 

A serene oceanfront escape, with a free shuttle to the Boardwalk 

With a tranquil North Beach location and the most direct oceanfront 

rooms in Virginia Beach, our 100% non-smoking hotel is the ideal spot for a 

relaxing oceanfront vacation. Enjoy refreshing sea breezes from your private 

balcony or patio overlooking our semi-private beach. Cool off in our outdoor and 

indoor pools, and wind down in our hot tub. Start your day with a beach yoga 

session. 

Resort-like perks like free WiFi, in-room refrigerators, our Surf Club 

Ocean Grille, room service, movie nights, and a fitness center make going out 

entirely optional. When the mood strikes, the excitement of the Boardwalk is as 

close as our free shuttle, and we offer bike rentals and easy access to area attractions. 

The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel provides the perfect location and amenities for a memorable 

Virginia Beach vacation.  Situated on the north end of the beach just blocks from the Boardwalk, the Wyndham Virginia 

Beach Oceanfront hotel offers on-site entertainment along with access to countless attractions that make it the ideal 

setting for family fun.  From a day spent enjoying the natural beauty at First Landing State Park to a stroll on the Boardwalk 

or a marine adventure at Virginia Aquarium, Virginia Beach provides the perfect blend of excitement and relaxation the 

whole family will enjoy.   

On-site entertainment is endless at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel.  Guests can spend the entire 

day relaxing on the semi-private beach or cooling off with a swim in the indoor pool.   If the weather is not cooperating, 

the hotel also features an arcade-style game room as well as a fitness center for those that wish to stick to a routine.  

After enjoying dinner at the Surf Club Ocean Grill on-site at the hotel, families can take advantage of the free shuttle to 

the Boardwalk, where they can enjoy an evening of excitement and entertainment.   

The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel features 244 guestrooms, with 166 oceanfront options available, 

boasting the most direct ocean views in Virginia Beach.  Guests can delight in cool sea breezes from their private balcony 

or patio opening to our semi-private beach.  All of the guestrooms at the hotel feature free Wi-Fi, a refrigerator, 

coffeemaker and flat-screen TVs.  For guests that want a little more space, the one and two bedroom suites as well as the 

Jacuzzi king rooms offer sweeping views of the shoreline, along with some extra room for the whole family to relax after 

a great day at the beach.   

The stunning scenery of the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel makes it a great option for a meeting or 

event.  From a 5,128 square foot ballroom to a 2,000 square foot outdoor oceanfront patio, the hotel can accommodate 

groups up to 550 people.  The hotel also provides the perfect setting for an oceanfront wedding, offering everything from 

exquisite catering options to personalized event services.   

Family-Friendly Fun at Virginia Beach 
While there are certainly plenty of on-site activities to keep the family entertained, Virginia Beach offers a wealth 

of entertainment options that guests are sure to enjoy.  Imaginations run wild at the Virginia Aquarium, where guests 

come face-to-face with marine life through interactive exhibits as well as an IMAX Theatre.  Guests looking to experience 

the Chesapeake Bay will enjoy spending the day at First Landing State Park, which offers boating, swimming, hiking, biking 

and picnicking.  For entertainment at the Virginia Beach oceanfront, visit Beach Street USA, providing family-friendly 

entertainment such as street performers, fireworks and outdoor concerts.   

Even if the weather is not perfect, Virginia Beach still offers plenty of indoor options to help families pass the time 

when they are not on the beach.  Visitors can spend the day shopping at Lynnhaven Mall, one of the largest malls on the 

East Coast, or enjoy a classic game of tag at Laser Quest.  The adventure continues at Virginia Beach Rock Gym, a state-

of-the-art climbing facility for climbers of all ages.  With live animal habitats that include an alligator swamp and Aviary, 

the Virginia Living Museum in nearby Newport News is an excellent option for a day trip. 



Things to Do Near the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel 
The following lists provide an overview of local attractions and destinations close to this property. 
 

Arts & Cultural 
Farm Bureau Live at Virginia Beach  A 20,000 seat outdoor concert venue that has served as host to concerts by the Dave 
Matthews Band, Fuel and numerous music festivals. 
Naval Aviation Monument  The Naval Aviation Monument depicts three historic eras in naval aviation, representing the 
culmination of an eight-year undertaking by NAF's Hampton Roads Squadron. 
Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art  Explore drawing, painting, ceramics, photography or crafts at the Virginia 
Museum of Contemporary Art, which offers instructional art classes for all ages. 
 

Points of Interest 
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge  Contains over 9,250 acres with habitats that include beach, dunes, woodland, farm 
fields and marsh with scenic trails and group educational opportunities.  
False Cape State Park  Six miles of unspoiled beaches in an ocean-to-freshwater bay habitat. The park boasts over 300 
species of nesting and migratory songbirds, shorebirds, ducks, otters, white-tailed deer, red fox, loggerhead turtles and 
more. 
First Landing State Park  A 2,888-acre park featuring 1.25 miles of beach front and over 19 miles of hiking trails through 
protected salt marsh habitat, freshwater ponds, beach, dunes, forest, tidal marsh and cypress swamp.  
Naval Air Station Oceana  Enjoy a memorable, close-up tour of the US Navy's Master Jet Base, home to almost 300 F/A 
18 Hornet and Super Hornet strike fighter jets.  
Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center  An aquarium and marine science museum with exhibits contained in over 
800,000 gallons of fresh and saltwater displays. The two main exhibits include the Bay and Ocean Pavilion along with the 
Marsh Pavilion.  
Virginia Beach Boardwalk  A three mile esplanade lined with restaurants and amusement options. Guests can enjoy a ride 
on the Ferris wheel or even participate in The Virginia Legends Walk, a tour offering information about the state's most 
famous citizens.  

 

Shopping 
Lynnhaven Mall  A popular shopping mall with hundreds of retail stores along with restaurants, a movie theater, a 
carousel and children's play area. 
The Shops at Hilltop  Located just five minutes from the ocean, The Shops At Hilltop is the premier shopping destination 
in Virginia Beach with a fascinating mix of boutiques, specialty stores and restaurants.  

Sports & Entertainment 
American Indoor Karting  Every day is race day at this state-of-the-art European racing complex with professionally 
designed road courses that provide action packed speeds and thrills. 
Laser Quest  Laser Tag comes alive at this multi-level arena featuring specialty lighting, swirling fog and heart-pounding 
music.  
Ocean Breeze Waterpark  Offers 16 waterslides, a wave pool, the Buccaneer Bay Water Playground and other attractions 
such as private poolside cabanas and the Island Trader Gift Shop. 
Virginia Beach Rock Gym  A state-of-the-art climbing facility with a climbing tower, boulders and a pro shop. Guests can 
climb the 32-foot Main Wall, a rugged textured surface with realistic edges and corners.  
Virginia Beach Sportsplex  The Virginia Beach Sportsplex consists of the Sportsplex Stadium, the Sportsplex National 
Training Center, the Sportsplex Criterium and numerous athletic fields that host professional sports, training camps and 
parties.  

  



Charitable Report Summary: Virginia 

Survey of Volunteer, Youth, Charitable and Community Service Programs 
for Fraternal Year Ending 03/31/2017 

Compiled by the Office of the Grand Secretary 

Program Participants:  106,841   

Elks Who Worked:  12,559   

Helpers of Elks Who 
Worked:  

3,660   

Total Workers:  16,219   

Elks Hours Donated:  57,318   

Helpers Hours Donated:  10,800   

Total Hours:  68,118   

Cash Value of Donated 
Hours*:  

 $1,644,368.52   

Elks Miles Traveled:  168,383    

Helpers Miles Traveled:  30,033    

Total Miles:  198,416    

Cash Value of Miles 
Traveled**:  

 $109,128.80   

Cash Contributions:   $359,635.00   

Non-Cash Contributions:   $354,941.00   

Total Contributions:   $2,468,073.32   

* The Federal Government has determined that the cost of work done by 

charitable organizations like the Elks would average out to $24.14 per 

hour if performed by social care and government agencies. 

** Mileage computed at $0.55 per mile.  

  



 
VIRGINIA ELKS HOOP SHOOT PROGRAM 

  

Virginia Elks National Foundation Committee Chair Bev Hamby would like to remind all Virginia 
Elks that October is ENF Month. Please take a few moments and re-examine your commitment to Elks 
National Foundation.  



 

All of our Local Directors for the State of Virginia should have received their Hoop Shoot 
packets by now. The Hoop Shoot Kits were sent to ALL lodges in July to the ATTN of Director OR 
Youth Chair. Let me know your DATES for your LOCAL contests so we can publish on our Web. 
Here is the list of very important dates to plan your Local contest: 

 

• CENTRAL DISTRICT               ~ Sunday, January 28, 2018 

• NORTH DISTRICT                  ~ Sunday, January 28, 2018 

• SOUTHEAST DISTRICT          ~ Sunday, January 28, 2018 

• SOUTHWEST DISTRICT         ~ Saturday, January 20, 2018 

• VIRGINIA STATE CONTEST   ~ Sunday, February 11, 2018  
Charlottesville, VA ~ SNOW ~ Sunday, February 18, 2018 

• REGIONAL CONTEST             ~ Saturday, March 10, 2018 
Frederick, MD ~ SNOW         ~ Saturday, March 17, 2018 

• NATIONAL CONTEST            ~ April 19 – April 22, 2018 
Chicago, IL (NEW)                   ~Contest Sat April 21, 2018 

  

Hopefully each Director is busy working on their upcoming Local contest. If I can assist in 
any way possible, please contact me ASAP. Local contests can be held from November 2017 to 
the first part of January 2018. Make sure you allow enough time between your Local contest and 
District contest in case of inclement weather. Rumor has it we are in for 
a rough winter! All District Directors should have their District contest 
info to the Local Directors prior to their Local contest. This info should 
be given to the parents of the Local winners. I’ll have my State contest 
info to my District Directors prior to your District contest to give to 
District winners.  

The State of Virginia was represented by Taylor Goble of Pulaski 
1067 and Treylan Beamer of Martinsville 1752 at the National Contest 
this past April! Might I add both represented the Southwest District! 
Taylor made 16/25 and tied for Eighth Place and Treylan made 23/25 and 
tied for Fourth Place in the 8-9 Girls/Boys Division respectively and plan 
on going back to Chicago in 2018!  

I cannot say enough about our many Elk members and volunteers who work from the local 
level to our State level each year. Because of your devotion to our Order of Elkdom, I look forward 
to having another successful year as your Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director! I have great faith in 
our Order of Elkdom and with all of us working together, we can accomplish great things. May 
God continue to richly bless our Great Order of Elkdom!  

 

Fraternally,    
Mrs. Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER, PDDGER ~ Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director 

Jlsnow81305@earthlink.net       Home 434.823.1013     Cell 434.953.7072 
  

Taylor Goble and Treylan 
Beamer with Virginia 

Hoop Shoot Director Lynn 
Rutherford-Snow 

 

mailto:Jlsnow81305@earthlink.net


 
 

New comic book ‘What Heroes Do’ now available! 

By FRANK SCARPINO Special Contributor  
In the past, the Elks Drug Awareness program 

comic books used fictional “Superheroes.” The 
program’s newest comic book – “What Heroes Do” 
– features actual everyday heroes and kids who 
become special because of their decisions to stay 
drug free and be the best they can be.  

We want kids to realize that there are many 
ways to be a hero, and that they do not have to wait 
until they are an adult to be one. Kids can be a 
special hero right now by doing what they know is 
right and having the courage to say NO to the things 
they know are wrong.  

All Local Lodges and districts should know that, to place an order for a school or special events, 
the proper form must be completed.  

Remember, Drug Awareness comic books cannot be used to hand out at parades, festivals or like 
events. If you or a Lodge is asking for comic books for a special event, please make sure you provide as 
much detail as possible of the event on the form.  

The printed version of the “What Heroes Do” comic book is available for classroom use. To order 
a “What Heroes Do” comic book kit, please contact your State Drug Awareness Chairperson for the order 
form. Contact information is posted at http://www.elks.org/dap/contact.cfm.  

Note that both a school official and your State Drug Awareness Chairperson must sign the form 
before the comic books can be shipped to a school.  

The online version of “What Heroes Do” is posted at http://elkskidszone.org/what-heroes-do/.  
Also, be sure to check out Elks Kids Zone at elkskidszone.org and/or elks.org/dap.  
 

 


