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2016 Fall Meeting, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Grand Exalted Ruler’s Message 

I offer my heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the faith and the confidence that so 

many have placed in me to serve as your Grand Exalted Ruler. Donna and I wish to thank 

and acknowledge the many Elks for their encouragement and support leading up to this 

tremendous honor.  

We pledge that we will fulfill your expectations to the best of our ability. We look 

forward to meeting you during our travels and to witness first-hand the many ways that 

Elks are serving their respective communities throughout our great nation.  

“Elks – Leading the Way” is my theme for the year. Since our humble beginnings as 

an Order, Elks have demonstrated over and over that our Members truly care about their fellow man. No other 

organization has given more in the name of benevolence and charity than our beloved Order.  

Our concern and support for those who have served in the military and defended our freedoms has never wavered. 

We are second to none in providing our support to deserving students with scholarship assistance, promoting our local 

and national youth programs, and continuing our support of local community service programs.  

In 2016-2017, the Elks National Foundation will distribute $27.3 million to help Elks build stronger communities by 

investing $9.8 million in Community Investment Program grants for Elks Lodges to invest directly in their local 

communities. The ENF will allocate $9.1 million to help State Associations accomplish their charitable objectives.  

The ENF will continue to further the education of our country’s future leaders by allocating $4.2 million in 

scholarship assistance. The ENF designated $729,330 to fund Drug Awareness and $952,760 to run the Elks National Hoop 

Shoot Free Throw Program, encouraging youth to lead healthy and active lives. In addition, the Elks National Foundation 

designated $1.464 million to fund the Order’s Veterans Service Program.  

In order to continue funding these great programs, the Elks National Foundation needs our support. We must all 

support the ENF by donating and volunteering with ENF programs. The goal we have established for 2016-17 is $4.65 per 

Member. This is not much when you consider the outstanding achievements of the ENF. I am hopeful that every Lodge 

will strive to meet or surpass this amount.  

Again, thank you for this opportunity to serve as your national leader. 

Michael F. Zellen, Grand Exalted Ruler 



Sponsor’s Message 

The 2016 Fall Convention will be my first as State Sponsor of the Virginia Elks 

Association. As a proud Virginia Elk, I am very pleased to receive this appointment from 

Grand Lodge and look forward to serving the Elks of Virginia in this capacity. We were 

blessed to have PGER Ted Hess as our Sponsor for twenty-four years, and, just like Ted, I 

am here for you and will continue to encourage our Members, the State Association, and 

all of our Lodges to be the best they can be and to grow Elkdom through everything we 

do.  

I will continue to stress my Grand Exalted Ruler theme, “Elks Pride and Community Focus,” as leading the way to 

a successful Lodge. I will also continue to offer strong support of our Virginia Elks Charitable Trust, in hopes that all Virginia 

Elks will soon recognize the value of having a meaningful Charitable Trust Fund in Virginia. I have seen how it works in 

other States and know that, one day, our Charitable Trust can ease our financial concerns and become the engine that 

drives our State Major Projects and other charitable activities, and provide support for our Lodges.  

We had an amazing jump-start for our Charitable Trust at the June Convention with our first-ever “Exalted Ruler 

March,” and I thank all of the Lodges for their participation on short notice. Now, we need to keep up the momentum, 

increase awareness, and commit to the potential that a significant Charitable Trust Fund will bring to our Association and 

future generations of Elks.  And, with just a little effort, and each Lodge conducting various fundraisers throughout the 

year, I know that the “Exalted Ruler March” at the 2017 June Convention will be an even greater success.  

It is also important for our Members to begin thinking about individual gifts to the Trust, and when it comes time 

to draft a Will, to consider making a bequest to the Virginia Elks Charitable Trust. Once we achieve this level of acceptance 

within the Association, we will begin to see our Charitable Trust Fund “take off” in a meaningful way, creating a lasting 

legacy for our Members and their Lodges. In addition to the “Exalted Ruler March” at next June’s Convention, we will also 

be accepting individual gifts and recognizing those who made gifts and bequests throughout the year. 

The Virginia Elks Charitable Trust is a 501(c)(3) charitable corporation and all donations are tax deductible. For 

more information on how you can help, please visit www.virginiaelksfund.org.   

Once again, let me say how proud I am to be a Virginia Elk and to serve as your State Sponsor, and I look forward 

to seeing you at Virginia Beach for the VEA Fall Convention. 

Ronald L. Hicks, Virginia Sponsor  

  

http://www.virginiaelksfund.org/


Andy Milwid to Speak at Fall Convention 
We are very fortunate to have Andy and Ruth Milwid join us in Virginia Beach for 

our VEA Fall Convention. Andy is Chairman of the Grand Lodge Audit and Accounting 

Committee and will speak at the Business Session on Saturday morning and offer a Seminar 

and Q & A Session on Saturday afternoon at 3:00 on such topics as Unrelated Business 

Income, Audits, Financial Reports, Taxes and other issues that are of major importance to 

every Lodge Secretary, Treasurer, Trustee and Chair Officer. 

Andy and Ruth grew up in the mid-west. He attended college in California, where 

they were married in 1965. After college, they moved to Illinois, where he began his career 

as an accountant and business manager, before moving to Alabama in 1975. They have 

owned several businesses, including a small loan company which they have operated since 

1972, specializing in helping first-time home buyers and assisting others to keep their 

homes. They have a daughter, Teri, and three wonderful grandchildren, all living in the Auburn, Alabama, area. 

Andy began his career in Elkdom at Alexander City, Alabama, Lodge 1878, where he served in many positions, 

including Exalted Ruler and Lodge Secretary. He also served the Alabama Elks Association in many capacities, including 

State President, Secretary, and Drug Awareness Chairman, and currently as Chairman of the State Major Project. At the 

Grand Lodge level, he has served as District Deputy, National Director of DAP, SDGER, Grand Treasurer, and, since 2012, 

as a member of the Audit and Accounting Committee. 

You will find Andy's presentations to be interesting and very informative, as he explains, in easy to understand 

terms, the many issues that often confront and confound our Lodges. Don't miss this special opportunity to take 

advantage of Andy's expertise and vast knowledge in the area of Lodge finances. 

President’s Message 

Greetings my Brothers and Sisters, 

As most of you already know, I unexpectedly lost my mother just prior to our 

spring convention in June. I am an only child and we have a very small family remaining. 

As a result, I (with much appreciated help from my sweetheart April) am now the primary 

caregiver for my father, who is suffering from the advanced effects of diabetes.  

Because of this, I’m sorry to say, I have been very limited in the performance of 

the duties to which I pledged to uphold. To all of you, I say “I’m Sorry!” 

None the less, our great state association is filled with many dedicated and 

talented Elks that are keeping things running smoothly around the Commonwealth. To 

those, I say “Thank You!” 

Though limited in my time available away from home, there are still a couple of 

things I wish to share. First, according to our most recent past state president Geoff Cox, 

I’m the shortest Virginia state president. He swears this was not a height joke and merely refers to the length of my term 

in office – which may well be true.  

In July, April and I called in every favor we could think of and flew to Houston for the Grand Lodge convention. The 

first order of business was to be installed properly into office by our own Ron Hicks. The ceremony was held in the Virginia 

hospitality room and was well attended by those Virginia Elks which had already arrived in Houston. It was very humbling, 

awe-inspiring, fun, and somewhat bittersweet. I thank everyone who made it possible.  



Then as the official Virginia Elks state president, I had the honor of carrying our state flag during the opening 

ceremony of the Grand Lodge convention. You know, I carried that flag as high as I could and waived it strongly and 

proudly – I wanted every Elk and guest in attendance to know that Virginia was “in the house.”  As the convention 

progressed, so did the fun and friendship. Many thanks and congratulations to Donnie and JoAnn White (and a lot of 

quality volunteers) for putting on the best hospitality room in Houston. To close out the convention, I was handed a great 

responsibility. I, along with Geoff Cox, Beverly Hamby, and Tim Knotts, presented Ron Hicks with the keys to his brand 

new car in honor of his most impressive term as our Grand Exalted Ruler. Congratulations Ron and Nancy and thank you 

both for representing Virginia and our order so very well during the past year!!! 

More recently I was invited to the Bedford lodge to participate in their lodge dedication ceremony. The ceremony 

was held following a very informative and well orchestrated District Deputy Clinic put on by DDGER Tim Childress of the 

Bedford lodge. After the lodge dedication, the officers of the lodge held a mortgage burning ceremony. It was such an 

enjoyable time and the whole state was well represented – Elks from all four state districts and numerous current and 

past state officers were in attendance. 

To close, I again thank all Virginia Elks for your continued help and support of April and me as we adjust to our 

new roles and obligations. I also wish to congratulate all of our lodges for the continued great works and top-notch charity 

that you continue in our communities. You all are indeed, “Leading By Example!”  

Take Care and may God bless you and all good Elks! 

Fraternally Submitted, 

Robert T. “Bobby” Fender 

VEA State President 

West Virginia Elks Association President’s Message 

Susan and I want to thank you for inviting us to your Convention held in Virginia 

Beach. We look forward to seeing old friends and meeting new ones. We have been busy 

traveling around our great state spreading the great word of Elkdom. We are excited to 

visit again with Robert Fender and his wife April during our stay with all of you. We are 

also looking forward to seeing our friends Geoff and Susan Cox your State President and 

First Lady from last year. We enjoyed their time visiting us in West Virginia in Weirton that 

is my hometown. I personally am glad to be getting to golf on Friday at the Aeropines Golf 

Club. I love to golf but have not had the chance this year due to a hectic schedule. We want 

to hear what your State and your Lodges are doing so that I may take some good ideas back with me to West Virginia. 

I want to thank your state and local lodges for helping out West Virginia communities for the horrible floods that 

hit them. I want to single out the Waynesboro Lodge No. 2270 for their help especially. I personally talked with their 

Exalted Ruler at the Grand Lodge Convention held in Houston and thanked him and was able to hook him up with Archie 

Brackens from Lewisburg Lodge No. 1758 to find a place in his area to send the items they collected.  

It is nice to be able to see Ron Hicks after his great job as our Grand Exalted Ruler. It was so nice to have met a 

person and had him visit our state before he was the GER. He and Nancy made you from Virginia very proud, as well as 

the rest of the country. Now they can rest just a little bit. 

Yours in Elkdom, 

Roger “Hambone” Kirkpatrick,  

2016-2017 West Virginia Elks State President 



NEWS FROM THE NORTH DISTRICT 

The Elks of the North District have had a very busy and rewarding summer.  Many of us 

were proud to attend the National Convention in Houston, at which Virginia's Ron Hicks presided 

as Grand Exalted Ruler. He did a great job. We were also pleased and proud to attend the District 

Deputies Installation to support our new DD, Dennis Henline, from the Front Royal Lodge. Sandy 

and I were especially pleased to be able to help Beverly Hamby raise money for Virginia Elks by 

selling Ron's wine at the GER Ball.  

We had a wide variety of social events and program activities up here in the North this 

summer. The following are just a few among them: 

 Loudoun Lodge 2406 announced a partnership with the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 293 

of Purcellville, Virginia to participate with them to provide meals and snacks to the USO Lounge at Dulles Airport. 

 Alexandria Lodge 758 held a "Shellabration" Oyster Fest in honor of departed PDDGER and PER Don Lowdermilk. We heard 

that PSP Geoff Cox did share some oysters with others!! 

 With temperatures near 100 degrees, Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 moved their picnic for wounded warriors indoors. Still, 

ER Tim Knotts and a total of forty-five volunteers braved the heat to grill hamburgers for these proud Veterans.   

 Front Royal Lodge 2382, in partnership with the Warren Couny Virginia Izaac Walton League, treated Veterans from the 

Martinsburg, WV, VA Medical Center to a day of fishing, food, and other fun.   

 Winchester Lodge 857 hosted their annual Old-Timers Night for Lodge members who have recorded over twenty-years of 

membership in the Lodge. 

DD Henline is off to a fast start here in the North District.  He has already conducted three Lodge visits and his first North 

District DD Clinic of the year on Sunday, September 18, at the Alexandria Lodge. His Clinic focused on the priorities of GER Michael 

Zellen for the year and on his theme of "Elks Leading the Way". It featured presentations on membership goals, CIP grants, the 

Welcome Home Veterans initiative, and Drug Awareness and Accident Prevention. I was grateful for the opportunity to present and 

explain the new VEA Indoctrination Guidelines, which PGER Ron Hicks shared with ERs and Lodge Secretaries this summer.  

See you all at the Beach! 

    Frank Burns, Third Vice President 

 



Virginia Elks Association State Officers, 2016 – 2017 
PRESIDENT 
Robert Fender – April  
Galax Lodge 2212 
beanfender@yahoo.com 
 
FIRST VICE – PRESIDENT 
Donald B. White, Jr. – Joanne 
Richmond Lodge 45 
donniewhite55@yahoo.com 
 
SECOND VICE - PRESIDENT 
Paul C. Shoemaker – Bonnie 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
paul.shoemaker@navy.mil   
 
THIRD VICE – PRESIDENT 
Frank Burns-Sandy 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
Fburns15@verizon.net 
 
FOURTH VICE-PRESIDENT 
John M. Owen III – Nancy 
Bedford Lodge 2844 
jnowen@jetbroadband.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Horace E. Jones, Jr. – Sally 
Staunton Lodge 351 
hejones1934@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Tammy Symons – Robert 
Winchester Lodge 867 
tammmysymons@comcast.net 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Lynn Rutherford Snow – Jimmy 
Charlottesville Lodge 389 
jlsnow81305@earthlink.net 
 
TILER 
Clifford Bocchicchio – Deborah 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
Cliff.bocchicchio@cox.net 
 
SERGEANT–AT-ARMS 
James L. Chitwood 
Pulaski Lodge 1067 
jchitwood_24301@yahoo.com 

 

INNER GUARD 
Edward Travers 
Richmond Lodge 45 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
elktim@gmail.com 
 
PRESIDENTIAL AIDE 
Dr. Robert R. Hinkle – Cheryl 
Staunton Lodge 351 
hinklerr@yahoo.com 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR 
Joseph E. Hicks - Shannon 
Fredericksburg 875 
jehicks0791@yahoo.com 
 
TRUSTEE – ONE YEAR - CHAIRMAN 
Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 
Arlington- Fairfax Lodge 2188 
elktim@gmail.com 
 
TRUSTEE – TWO YEARS 
Darryl Myers – Karen 
Danville Lodge 227 
dtm@chatmosscable.com 
 
TRUSTEE – THREE YEARS 
Richard F. Stroop – Carolyn 
Harrisonburg Lodge 450 
Rstroop@aol.com 
 
TRUSTEE – FOUR YEARS 
Beverly A. Hamby 
(2014-2015) Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
bevhamby@verizon.net 
 
TRUSTEE – FIVE YEARS  
Geoffrey B. Cox-Susan  
Loudoun Lodge 2406 
geoff@geoff-cox.com 
 

mailto:beanfender@yahoo.com
mailto:paul.shoemaker@navy.mil
mailto:dtm@chatmosscable.com


October 2016 Convention Schedule of Events 

Virginia Elks Association 
October 13, 14, and 15, 2016 

Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Schedule of Events 

Thursday, October 13 – Registration open 12:00 for PSPs only (2nd Floor Balcony) 
 

1:00   Trustees Meeting – Open to VPs, PSPs, and VEA members – Mariner A (casual) 
 

3:30  PSPs Meeting – Mariner A (casual) 
 

Friday, October 14 – Registration open 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

8:30 am Shot Gun Start, Aeropines Golf Club 
 

1:30 pm        Joint Meeting – VPs and DDs Meeting w/PGER Hicks – Mariner A (casual) 
 

3:00  Drug Awareness Program – Mariner A (casual) 
 

4:00  Youth Camp Meeting – Cape Charles A (casual) 
 

6:00  PSP Cocktail Hour – Mr. Hicks’s Room 530 (coat & tie) 
 

7:00  PSP Dinner – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

Saturday, October 15 – Registration open 7:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

7:30 a.m. PER/ER Breakfast Buffet – James Room 
 

9:00  Business Session – False Cape & Cape Henry C 
 

9:00  Ladies Breakfast Buffet/Entertainment – Mariner Room  
 

1:00 p.m. VEA Luncheon Buffet - Meeting & Awards - Atlantic Ballroom 

   (Request Hospitality rooms be closed until 3:00) 
 

3:00  Audit & Accounting Session – Andy Milwid – Mariner 
 

4:00  Eleven O’clock Toast Contest –Mariner 
 

7:00-7:45 President’s Reception (invitation only) – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

9:00  Announce Toast Contest Winners – False Cape B 
 

11:00           Eleven O’clock Toast by the winner of the Toast Contest – False Cape B 

         (for all who wish to attend) 
 

Unless otherwise stated, the dress for all of the above is business casual – No T-shirts, tank tops, jeans, or 

shorts.  Coat and/or tie are optional. 
 

Please wear your convention badge at all times while in the hotel. 
  



 
 
 

 
Virginia Elks Association, Inc 

 
Horace E. Jones, Jr., Secretary      Phone 540 740 3443 

9939 South Congress Street           E-mail:  hejones1934 @gmail.com 
New Market, Virginia 22844 

 
September 15. 2016 

 
To: All Lodge Secretaries and Exalted Rulers, Virginia Elks Association 

From: Horace E. Jones, Jr.  State Secretary and authorized by Richard F. Stroop, PSP, By-Laws 
Committee Chairman 

 
Re: Proposed By- Laws Amendments  

 
Enclosed are the proposed By-Laws Amendments. They will be a final review by the Trustees, at the 
Trustee’s meeting, on Thursday, October 13, 2016, at Virginia Beach.  
 
The proposed additions are underlined in red. 
 
The proposed deletions are struck though. 
 
Please review the attached and submit any recommendations or comments to: 
 
Richard F. Stroop, PSP By-Laws Committee Chairman by October 1, 2016 
 
e-mail Rstroop @aol.com          Phone: (540) 434-3888  
 
 
Horace E. Jones, JR., Secretary 
 

(Go to http://www.virginiaelks.org/whats_new/VEA_By_Laws_update_2016.pdf for the full document) 
  

http://www.virginiaelks.org/whats_new/VEA_By_Laws_update_2016.pdf


Oceanfront Vacation at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront 
Hotel 

The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel provides the perfect 

location and amenities for a memorable Virginia Beach vacation.  Situated on 

the north end of the beach just blocks from the Boardwalk, the Wyndham 

Virginia Beach Oceanfront hotel offers on-site entertainment along with access 

to countless attractions that make it the ideal setting for family fun.  From a day 

spent enjoying the natural beauty at First Landing State Park to a stroll on the 

Boardwalk or a marine adventure at Virginia Aquarium, Virginia Beach provides 

the perfect blend of excitement and relaxation the whole family will enjoy.   

On-site entertainment is endless at the Wyndham Virginia Beach 

Oceanfront Hotel.  Guests can spend the entire day relaxing on the semi-private 

beach or cooling off with a swim in the indoor pool.   If the weather is not cooperating, the hotel also features an arcade-

style game room as well as a fitness center for those that wish to stick to a routine.  After enjoying dinner at the Surf Club 

Ocean Grill on-site at the hotel, families can take advantage of the free shuttle to the Boardwalk, where they can enjoy 

an evening of excitement and entertainment.   

The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel features 244 guestrooms, with 166 oceanfront options available, 

boasting the most direct ocean views in Virginia Beach.  Guests can delight in cool sea breezes from their private balcony 

or patio opening to our semi-private beach.  All of the guestrooms at the hotel feature free Wi-Fi, a refrigerator, 

coffeemaker and flat-screen TVs.  For guests that want a little more space, the one and two bedroom suites as well as the 

Jacuzzi king rooms offer sweeping views of the shoreline, along with some extra room for the whole family to relax after 

a great day at the beach.   

The stunning scenery of the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel makes it a great option for a meeting or 

event.  From a 5,128 square foot ballroom to a 2,000 square foot outdoor oceanfront patio, the hotel can accommodate 

groups up to 550 people.  The hotel also provides the perfect setting for an oceanfront wedding, offering everything from 

exquisite catering options to personalized event services.   

Family-Friendly Fun at Virginia Beach 
While there are certainly plenty of on-site activities to keep the family entertained, Virginia Beach offers a wealth 

of entertainment options that guests are sure to enjoy.  Imaginations run wild at the Virginia Aquarium, where guests 

come face-to-face with marine life through interactive exhibits as well as an IMAX Theatre.  Guests looking to experience 

the Chesapeake Bay will enjoy spending the day at First Landing State Park, which offers boating, swimming, hiking, biking 

and picnicking.  For entertainment at the Virginia Beach oceanfront, visit Beach Street USA, providing family-friendly 

entertainment such as street performers, fireworks and outdoor concerts.   

Even if the weather is not perfect, Virginia Beach still offers plenty of indoor options to help families pass the time 

when they are not on the beach.  Visitors can spend the day shopping at Lynnhaven Mall, one of the largest malls on the 

East Coast, or enjoy a classic game of tag at Laser Quest.  The adventure continues at Virginia Beach Rock Gym, a state-

of-the-art climbing facility for climbers of all ages.  With live animal habitats that include an alligator swamp and Aviary, 

the Virginia Living Museum in nearby Newport News is an excellent option for a day trip. 

 
  



Things to Do Near the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel 
The following lists provide an overview of local attractions and destinations close to this property. 
 

Arts & Cultural 
Farm Bureau Live at Virginia Beach  A 20,000 seat outdoor concert venue that has served as host to concerts by the Dave 
Matthews Band, Fuel and numerous music festivals. 
Naval Aviation Monument  The Naval Aviation Monument depicts three historic eras in naval aviation, representing the 
culmination of an eight-year undertaking by NAF's Hampton Roads Squadron. 
Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art  Explore drawing, painting, ceramics, photography or crafts at the Virginia 
Museum of Contemporary Art, which offers instructional art classes for all ages. 
 

Points of Interest 
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge  Contains over 9,250 acres with habitats that include beach, dunes, woodland, farm 
fields and marsh with scenic trails and group educational opportunities.  
False Cape State Park  Six miles of unspoiled beaches in an ocean-to-freshwater bay habitat. The park boasts over 300 
species of nesting and migratory songbirds, shorebirds, ducks, otters, white-tailed deer, red fox, loggerhead turtles and 
more. 
First Landing State Park  A 2,888-acre park featuring 1.25 miles of beach front and over 19 miles of hiking trails through 
protected salt marsh habitat, freshwater ponds, beach, dunes, forest, tidal marsh and cypress swamp.  
Naval Air Station Oceana  Enjoy a memorable, close-up tour of the US Navy's Master Jet Base, home to almost 300 F/A 
18 Hornet and Super Hornet strike fighter jets.  
Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center  An aquarium and marine science museum with exhibits contained in over 
800,000 gallons of fresh and saltwater displays. The two main exhibits include the Bay and Ocean Pavilion along with the 
Marsh Pavilion.  
Virginia Beach Boardwalk  A three mile esplanade lined with restaurants and amusement options. Guests can enjoy a ride 
on the Ferris wheel or even participate in The Virginia Legends Walk, a tour offering information about the state's most 
famous citizens.  

 

Shopping 
Lynnhaven Mall  A popular shopping mall with hundreds of retail stores along with restaurants, a movie theater, a 
carousel and children's play area. 
The Shops at Hilltop  Located just five minutes from the ocean, The Shops At Hilltop is the premier shopping destination 
in Virginia Beach with a fascinating mix of boutiques, specialty stores and restaurants.  

Sports & Entertainment 
American Indoor Karting  Every day is race day at this state-of-the-art European racing complex with professionally 
designed road courses that provide action packed speeds and thrills. 
Laser Quest  Laser Tag comes alive at this multi-level arena featuring specialty lighting, swirling fog and heart-pounding 
music.  
Ocean Breeze Waterpark  Offers 16 waterslides, a wave pool, the Buccaneer Bay Water Playground and other attractions 
such as private poolside cabanas and the Island Trader Gift Shop. 
Virginia Beach Rock Gym  A state-of-the-art climbing facility with a climbing tower, boulders and a pro shop. Guests can 
climb the 32-foot Main Wall, a rugged textured surface with realistic edges and corners.  
Virginia Beach Sportsplex  The Virginia Beach Sportsplex consists of the Sportsplex Stadium, the Sportsplex National 
Training Center, the Sportsplex Criterium and numerous athletic fields that host professional sports, training camps and 
parties.  

  



Charitable Report Summary: Virginia 

Survey of Volunteer, Youth, Charitable and Community Service 
Programs for Fraternal Year Ending 03/31/2016 

Compiled by the Office of the Grand Secretary 

Program Participants:   166,188 

Elks Who Worked:   13,259 

Helpers of Elks Who Worked:   3,889 

Total Workers:  
 

17,148 

Elks Hours Donated:   74,507 

Helpers Hours Donated:   22,001 

Total Hours:  
 

96,508 

Cash Value of Donated Hours*:   $2,102,909.32   

Elks Miles Traveled:   168,696  

Helpers Miles Traveled:   22,535  

Total Miles:  
 

191,231  

Cash Value of Miles Traveled**:   $105,177.05   

Cash Contributions:   $620,510.00   

Non-Cash Contributions:   $266,292.00   

Total Contributions:   $3,094,888.37   

* The Federal Government has determined that the cost of work done by 
charitable organizations like the Elks would average out to $21.79 per 
hour if performed by social care and government agencies. 

** Mileage computed at $0.55 per mile.  

 
  



 
VIRGINIA ELKS HOOP SHOOT PROGRAM 

  

Virginia Elks National Foundation Committee Chair Bev Hamby would like to remind all Virginia 
Elks that October is ENF Month. Please take a few moments and re-examine your commitment to Elks 
National Foundation.  



VIRGINIA ELKS HOOP SHOOT PROGRAM 
All of our Local Directors for the State of Virginia should have received their Hoop Shoot packets 

by now. The Hoop Shoot Kits were sent to ALL lodges in July to the ATTN of Director OR Youth Chair. Let 
me know your DATES for your LOCAL contests so we can publish on our Web. Here is the list of very 
important dates to plan your Local contest: 

 CENTRAL DISTRICT        ~ Sunday, January 29, 2017 

 NORTH DISTRICT          ~ Sunday, January 29, 2017 

 SOUTHEAST DISTRICT     ~ Sunday, January 22, 2017 

 SOUTHWEST DISTRICT     ~ Saturday, January 21, 2017 

 VIRGINIA STATE CONTEST ~ Sunday, February 12, 2017  
Charlottesville, VA ~ SNOW ~ Sunday, February 19, 2017 

 REGIONAL CONTEST      ~ Saturday, March 11, 2017 
Frederick, MD ~ SNOW    ~ Saturday, March 18, 2017 

 NATIONAL CONTEST      ~ April 20 – April 23, 2017 
Chicago, IL (NEW)        ~Contest Sat April 22, 2017 

Hopefully each Director is busy working on their 
upcoming Local contest. If I can assist in any way possible, 
please contact me ASAP. Local contests can be held from 
November 2016 to the first part of January 2017. Make sure 
you allow enough time between your Local contest and District 
contest in case of inclement weather. Rumor has it we are in 
for a rough winter! All District Directors should have their 
District contest info to the Local Directors prior to their Local 
contest. This info should be given to the parents of the Local 
winners. I’ll have my State contest info to my District Directors 
prior to your District contest to give to District winners.  

The State of Virginia was represented by Ford Cook 
(Charlottesville 389) at the National Contest this past April! 
Ford placed third with a score of 24 of 25 free throws in the 8 
– 9 Boys Division and hopes to make it back to Chicago!  

I cannot say enough about our many Elk members and 
volunteers who work from the local level to our State level 
each year. Because of your devotion to our Order of Elkdom, I 
look forward to having another successful year as your Virginia 
State Hoop Shoot Director! I have great faith in our Order of 
Elkdom and with all of us working together, we can accomplish 
great things. May God continue to richly bless our Great Order 
of Elkdom!  

Fraternally,   
Mrs. Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER, PDDGER ~ Virginia State Hoop Shoot 
Director 

  

 
Ford Cook with 

Lynn 

 
Ford proudly holds 

his 3rd Place 
trophy! 

 
Virginia Director 
Lynn with Elroy  

Ford's poster 



 

Elks National Drug Awareness Program 

Announcement  
The Elks National Drug Awareness Program (the largest drug education and awareness 

program in the United States) has announced a partnership with Alex's Lemonade Stand 

Foundation. The Elks have more than 850,000 members and 2000 Lodges nationwide.    
Annually Elks Lodges across the country organize events during Red Ribbon week (October 

23 through October 31), and this year the Elks Drug Awareness Program is asking each of the 
over 2000 Lodges to hold a Lemonade Stand Event at their Lodge or in their community during 

this week.   Kent Gade, Director of the Elks National Drug Awareness Program commented, "This 
is a great example of Elks helping another organization with values similar to ours - the Elks are 

known for providing service and support to those in need.   When we met Jay Scott (father of 
Foundation creator Alexandra "Alex" Scott) and he agreed to speak to our volunteers over the 

4th of July weekend, we knew we had found a kindred spirit. Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation 
is making a difference in the lives of children living with childhood cancer worldwide. The Elks 

Drug Awareness program plans to be a great long term partner for Alex's Lemonade Stand 
Foundation." 

Jay Scott, Co-Executive Director of Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation, commented, "We 
are thrilled to partner with the Elks. We thank them for their dedication to fighting to make the 

world a better place for our youth and joining Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation in the fight 

against childhood cancer." 
For more information on the Elks Drug Awareness program visit http://www.elks.org/dap/  

For information on getting involved with Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation please visit: 
www.alexslemonade.org/campaign/elks-supports-alsf-2016 
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