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2015 Fall Meeting, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Grand Exalted Ruler’s Message 

As Nancy and I travel throughout Elkdom, it is our honor and privilege to be 

representing our Order and the great Elks of Virginia.   

In every State, we are greeted by enthusiastic, dedicated Elks, who go out of 

their way to make us feel welcome and comfortable.  With each visit, we are learning 

more about the impressive efforts of individual Lodges and State Associations, and 

gaining an even greater appreciation of who the Elks are and what we do across 

America. 

In addition to the normal business sessions and other official meetings, our visits 

usually offer time for tours of local places of interest and/or visits to a State Major 

Project, Veteran facility, Elks Lodge or other Elk activity.  It is truly inspiring to see how 

the Elks are engaged with the youth, veterans, disadvantaged folks and those with 

special needs in their communities and how we are changing lives every day. 

I am very pleased to hear how Lodge Leaders are expressing their "Elks Pride," by working to make their Lodges 

more fun, comfortable and inviting for their members, their guests and families.  It is equally impressive to hear about 

how the Elks are proving themselves a reliable partner in the community with their use of the ENF Community 

Investment Grants and other services demonstrating their concern, commitment and "Community Focus." 

Membership gain is certainly a major topic wherever we go, and I sense a real determination in every State to 

build on the positive results of last year and attain a Plus-1 for the year.  I encourage Lodges to promote their 

Membership Committee as the most important Committee in the Lodge, and how it should include their most active 

and positive Members, meet regularly, and establish goals and plans to promote and attract new and reinstated 

Members, and retain current Members.  I also encourage every Lodge to not just "go" through Elkdom, but to seek ways 

to "grow" through Elkdom in all they do. 

Nancy and I regret that we will not be with you in Virginia Beach and wish you a great Fall Convention.  We do 

look forward to being with you at the June Convention to share our adventures and the good news of Elkdom with you, 

and hopefully to celebrate Virginia as one of the Plus-1 States for 2015-2016. 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Ron Hicks, GER and Proud Virginia Elk 



Sponsor’s Message 
In case you haven’t noticed, the engine driving more and more of our Elks World 

is the Elks National Foundation. Thanks to ENF, the Elks are building stronger 

communities all across Virginia.  

They do so by serving veterans, by developing new and more effective drug 

awareness programs and by gathering the Most Valuable Student and Legacy Award 

winners into a growing Elks family that communicates on Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram.  

They also do so by activities such as Lynn Rutherford Snow’s successful Hoop 

Shoot Program, by Virginia Beach Lodge’s Vets Run and by Norfolk Lodge’s Literacy 

Program to place books in the hands of children who cannot afford them. Major funding for the Virginia Elks Youth 

Camp and for our program to provide safety glasses to thousands of students throughout the Commonwealth also now 

comes from the Foundation. 

A Tip of the Antlers to all of the Virginia Lodges that exceeded GER John Amen’s goal for per capita contributions 

to the Great Heart of Elkdom during the past year. Statewide, you gave $10 per member. Petersburg led the way with 

$94 per member, followed by Virginia Beach at $90 per member and Newport News at $52 per member. 

Total contributions from Virginia amounted to nearly $90,000, but you got back more than $175,000. This 

amounts to nearly $2 received back for every dollar contributed. And that does not include an additional $94,000 

awarded to 25 Virginia Lodges in separate ENF Grants. What’s more, the ENF Grants available to each Lodge are even 

greater this year. 

Building stronger communities is becoming more and more what the Elks are all about. Nothing would please 

Grand Exalted Ruler Ron Hicks more than to see every Lodge in Virginia take advantage of every Grant program offered 

by the Foundation. If you need help, see your Lodge ENF Grants Coordinator. Better yet, see Teri Linardich, the 

energetic State ENF Grants Coordinator. Go for it! Your Lodge will be better for it. Your community will be better for it. 

Lester C. Hess, Jr. 

Virginia Sponsor 

 
President’s Message 

The Fall Conference in Virginia Beach is right around the corner, and Susan and I 

look forward to seeing you all there. Since my last article in the Spring Issue, Susan and I 

have been having an exciting year. 

June 5: I got to play golf with the soon-to-be 

Grand Exalted Ruler Ron Hicks, along with PSP Tim 

Knotts, and DDGER Frank Burns in the Loudoun Elks 

Lodge’s ENF Scholarship Charity Golf Tournament at the 

Sterling Golf and Swim Club. Who plays golf for charity? 

Elks do! 

June 11: The next weekend was the annual State 

Convention held in Chesapeake, VA. This was very 

exciting for me because my wife Susan became the new First Lady of the Virginia Elks 

Association! Of course the side effect of this was that I had to take over as State President. While at the Convention I 

attended the District Deputy meeting, the PSP Advisory Council meeting, the Youth Camp meeting, and the main 

business session. 

Tim Knotts, Geoff Cox, Ron 
Hicks, and Frank Burns 



Virginia had the pleasure of hosting several special guests at the Convention. Ron Dickson, North Carolina State 

President, and his wife Linda were with us. Ron and I have become quite well acquainted because we also saw each 

other at the National Convention later on. The Grand Exalted Ruler John Amen and his wife Marcia were there. And our 

Endorsed Candidate for GER, Ron Hicks and his wife Nancy were with us as well. And since our State Sponsor Ted Hess 

was also on hand, we had past, present and future GERs all represented! Following the Dinner Banquet, I had my first 

opportunity to share my vision for the 2015-2016 year including my slogan: Elks do!  I consider it fortunate that my 

goals echo parts of what we would later hear from Ron Hicks at National. 

June 14: On our way home from the Convention, Susan and I visited several Lodges along our route. Our first 

Lodge visit as President and First Lady was to Hampton Lodge, where ER Michelle Clayton gave us a tour of their facility. 

Next we visited the Newport News Lodge, where member Ellen Gillard showed us around. Our next stop was a nice visit 

at the Fredericksburg Lodge, where we caught up with several others from around the State that were also passing 

through on their way home. 

June 27: Susan and I were invited to the Cash Party at the Front Royal Lodge. On 

our way down, we also stopped by the Winchester Lodge for a brief visit. 

May and June were also special for our family because my son Kevin graduated 

from Virginia Tech, and started his new software engineering position at Verisign (the 

same company where I work). My daughter Stephanie spent the month taking a Public 

Health class in Cape Town, South Africa! 

July 4th – 10th: On Independence Day, we flew to Indianapolis for the Grand 

Lodge Convention. We arrived on Saturday afternoon, just in time for the Virginia 

Reception for our incoming Grand Exalted Ruler and his wife. The opening ceremony 

was held on Sunday, where I had the honor of carrying the Virginia State Flag. Sunday 

evening we had a wonderful dinner with the Arlington-Fairfax Ritual Team at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory. 

Endorsed GER Candidate Ron Hicks and his family were introduced to 

the throng following the business session on Monday morning, and I had the 

honor of being part of his entourage as Ron was brought up to the dais. In 

the afternoon I attended the Drug Awareness seminar. Monday evening we 

had another special honor: Susan and I stood with Ron and Nancy Hicks and 

Ted and Becky Hess in the reception line at the Grand Exalted Ruler’s 

Reception, greeting every individual Elk in attendance. 

I attended each of the other business sessions throughout the week. 

Tuesday at Noon Susan attended the Ladies luncheon while I enjoyed lunch 

with Ted Hess. In the afternoon I was on hand when various dignitaries 

arrived at the State Hospitality Room, but left shortly after to have my 

picture taken with the new Grand. That evening we enjoyed dinner with 

Beverly Hamby (PSP). Wednesday evening a large group of Virginia Elks went 

out for dinner at St. Elmo restaurant. After the final business session on Thursday we attended a special lunch for the 

Grand Exalted Ruler at the JW Marriott hotel. We spent the evening with friends and flew home on Friday. 

During the course of the convention we visited 
a number of hospitality rooms, including the 
Minnesota hospitality room, where I met a man 
named Herman Wisneski from Brainerd Lodge #615, 
who happened to be a board member for the 
Minnesota Elks Youth Camp. A week later we took our 
usual vacation in Minnesota, so Susan and I visited the 
Youth Camp and got a tour of their fantastic facility.  

August 15: I drove to the Southeast to attend 

the Virginia Elks Youth Camp meeting at Virginia 



Beach. I picked up Beverly Hamby on my way. Following the meeting, Beverly and 

drove to the Portsmouth-Chesapeake Lodge, where Exalted Ruler Mike Miller gave 

me a tour. After this we drove to the Norfolk Lodge where I was greeted by Exalted 

Ruler Sherry Chereskin. Linda Belch gave me a tour of the Lodge. Jay Bonnell had just 

installed a new Elk Head in the foyer (named “Ray” after departed brother Ray Belch). 

Beverly and I returned to Virginia Beach for a Luau, having been invited by their 

Exalted Ruler Karyn Swenor. The next morning we attended the Southeast District 

Deputy Clinic run by DD Phillip Hall, and hosted by Hampton Lodge, with breakfast 

served by Buddy and Bobbie Deese. After the meeting I met with Buddy and Bobbie 

to further our plans for the Fall Conference.  

August 22: I went to breakfast at the Charlottesville Lodge, which was having a bike run to the VEYC (a fundraiser 

for the camp). Then I drove to Bedford Lodge for the Southwest District Deputy Clinic, 

run by DD Bill Mathieu, hosted by Bedford Exalted Ruler Bruce Johannessen, and with 

a lunch provided by John and Nancy Owen. 

Following the clinic I visited the Lynchburg Elks 

Lodge, where I was given a tour by PER Tammy Hart. 

Then I returned to Charlottesville to spend the night. 

I had a relaxed and enjoyable dinner at the 

Charlottesville Lodge. In the morning I visited Lynn 

Rutherford-Snow (DD – Central) who was in the hospital before returning home. 

     August 30: I drove to Charlottesville again, picking up PSP Tim Knotts on my way. 

Here Lynn Rutherford-Snow, now recovered, held the Central District Deputy clinic. The 

clinic was followed by a lunch put together by ER William Hussy and the crew. After 

lunch I had a meeting with State Secretary Horace Jones and PSP Tim Knotts to discuss voting credentials, state bylaws, 

and state and district committee structure. By the time of the Fall Conference I hope to have already distributed some 

proposals to the Trustees. 

     Tim Knotts, PSP and shop teacher extraordinaire, had borrowed the State President’s Gavel 

Sounding Block, and now returned it with a new tier on top! 

     September 2. I attended the first of the North District DD 

Visits by Frank Burns. That was last Wednesday. As I write this 

we are entering Labor Day weekend. Susan and I are headed to 

the Youth Camp for the Ducky Race tomorrow. On Sunday we’ll 

go by Arlington-Fairfax for their cookout on our way back. Next Saturday there is a 

dance at the Fredericksburg Lodge. On September 20th I’ll attend the District Deputy 

Clinic for the North District at the Front Royal Lodge. On September 26th, we’ll attend 

the Member Appreciation party at the Staunton Lodge, and then visit the Harrisonburg 

and Waynesboro Lodges. 

Please continue to keep Susan and me informed about your Lodge events. We love the invitations and will strive to 

attend every event we can. Especially if we haven’t had a chance to visit your Lodge yet. Keep an eye out for my new 

Facebook page that Roger Monger created. I blog there when I can, and have a ton of pictures that I have yet to share. 

Thanks for all your hospitality and support. We look forward to seeing you in Virginia Beach in October. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 
Geoffrey B. Cox President, Virginia Elks Association 

 

 



West Virginia Elks Association President’s Message 
Jackie was born on October 24, 1947 in Bluefield, West Virginia, 

the fifth and youngest son of Frank and Gladys Barlow.  He attended 
Montcalm Elementary and High School, graduating in 1965. 

Jackie then attended Concord College while serving six years in the 
United States Army Reserves with the 304th Military Police Unit in 
Bluefield, WV, and was honorably discharged in 1972. 

His career started as a mailroom clerk at the age of 16 for the 
Bluefield Daily Telegraph, then advancing to switchboard operator, and 
then to writing and reporting news.  The Sunset News was an evening 

paper, where he was also a reporter.  Jackie left Bluefield Daily Telegraph to work as a Clerk-Cashier for the West 
Virginia Alcohol Beverage Control Commission in Bluefield. 

In 1968, Jackie was employed by Consolidated Coal Company for six years as a certified electrician and then 
hired by Eastern Associated Coal, where he worked as a certified electrician until 1989 at which time he retired.  Jackie 
is currently employed by the Mercer County Board of Education, in the Transportation Department, and owns Brushy 
Creek Electrical LLC. 

Jackie was initiated into the Bluefield Elks Lodge #269 in Bluefield, West Virginia on February 3, 1982.  He served 
as Inner Guard in 1989, and became Lecturing Knight in 1993.  At that point he resigned from the Chairs to serve as the 
Manager of the Bluefield Elks Lodge Club facility.  During which he also served as Chaplain in the Lodge.  He was 
employed as Club Manager for five years.  In 2002, he served as Leading Knight and then advanced to become Exalted 
Ruler two years in a row (2003-2004).  He is currently serving as Trustee of the Lodge.  In 2001, he was appointed as 
State Chairman of the Drug Awareness Program.  Within the first year he was able to obtain the first drug awareness 
trailer of the State Association.  He is still serving as Co- Chairman of the Drug Awareness Program and now has two 
State Association Drug Awareness trailers.  He also served as State Chaplain in 2001-2002, State Tiler in 2005-2006 and 
Co-Chairman of the South for the Lodge Safety/Risk management program for three years.  In 2005, he was appointed 
as District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler – South.  His Elks participation has included serving as Lodge Chairman of the Elks 
National Foundation for five years and Co-Chairman of the South for the Elks National Foundation. 

Jackie is married to Brenda Barlow who is also a member of Bluefield Elks Lodge #269.  They have two sons.  
Jackie W. Barlow, II who lives in Westminster, MD and is the Vice President of a software development company in 
Maryland and is a Past Exalted Ruler of Hanover Elks Lodge #763 in Hanover, PA.   Heath Barlow who resides in 
Bluefield, WV works in construction for J&F Contracting.  Jackie and Brenda have eight grandchildren, Shawna, Katelyn, 
Derick, Nikita, Kourtney, Jackie III (future third generation Exalted Ruler), Alexa and Deven Heath, and two great 
grandchildren. 

In 2015, Jackie was elected as the State President of the West Virginia Elks Association.  He is currently enjoying 
traveling the great state of West Virginia visiting all of the Lodges and attending neighboring State Association 
Conventions to help promote the Elks.  Jackie’s message this year is ELKDOM—MOVING FORWARD WITH INTEGRITY. 

 
First Vice President’s Message 

Greetings from the Southwest, 

I do hope all Virginia Elks and our lodges are well and prosperous.  It has been an 

exciting year, being home to the new Grand Exalted Ruler of our wonderful order and all.  

Many, many thanks to everyone for your support of April and me as we continue to 

serve the VEA.   

At our most recent national convention, we had a great time with friends new 

and old.  I think our VA hospitality room was a success, we never ran out of food nor 

drink and came in within the budget.  It could not have been possible without the help of 

support of so many.  Normally I do not like to name names, but in this case special 

recognition is appropriate.  Thanks to all who helped with the serving, moving, cleaning, 

fetching ice, and all other activities.  Thanks to all (in no particular order) who helped 



carry and donate room supplies: Ron and Nancy Hicks with VEA –EAGER, Paul and Bonnie Shoemaker, Bill and Bobbie 

Mathieu, Buddy and Bobbie Deese, Roger and Barbara Monger, Jeffrey and Lisa Byrd, Richard Eubank and Sally 

Marshall, Lynn Rutherford-Snow, Robert Stegall, Neal McCubbins, Dennis Henline, Horace Jones, and last but not least, 

Bill Tennis (the best “Nut” I know).  It truly makes me proud to think of the VEA coming together as we did to pull it all 

off. 

Our MVP of the room was Martin D. Tini, a close friend of Paul Shoemaker’s.  Marty, as 

we came to call him, really stood out as he regularly gave of himself day after day.  I think we all 

got to know him very well (maybe a little too well).  We also had the help and support from Don 

and Karen Delap.  Whether this was our final goodbye to them or not, I know the VEA and I will 

miss them tremendously.  Don and Karen have been strong supporters and excellent 

representatives of the VEA.  Thanks guys, best of luck in retirement, and we do miss you!!! 

I am happy to report that all lodges in the southwest district are surviving and some are 

even thriving.  I am now beginning my official visits to our SW lodges.  I am seeing that even 

though money is tight, we are continuing to be active and to be charitable leaders within our 

communities.  Several lodges are now teaming up with other local organizations.  This helps split the cost and can 

double the positive impact for events.  These events work very well with support given by the ENF.  I encourage all VA 

Elks to support the ENF with donations and fundraisers.  In asking for support, let us not forget our Youth Camp, Safety 

Glasses program, and VEA-EAGER. 

I close in wishing everyone a blessed rest of the year and hope to see you all in VA Beach. 

God Bless America and the Elks!!! 

Fraternally yours, 

Bobby Fender, First Vice President 

North District Deputy’s Message 
I am fortunate and honored to be serving as District Deputy for the North District 

as I also represent the District as Fourth Vice President of the VEA.  It couldn't happen at 

a better time for me and for the District and the State, with Ron Hicks as Grand Exalted 

Ruler and Geoff Cox as our State President.  Needless to say, the District has been 

buzzing since the June Convention. 

The early summer was focused on EAGER and preparing to celebrate Ron's 

Installation in Indianapolis.  We played golf; we raffled watches and spirits; we bought 

wine; we peddled candy; we had picnics--We raised a lot of money for Ron.  Then, about 

forty strong, we went to Indianapolis to ring in Ron's term as Grand Exalted Ruler. 

It was also big news that the Manassas Lodge merged with the Woodbridge 

Lodge in late July.  The leaders of both have done a remarkable job with the complex task of managing the incorporation 

of members, finances and property.  However, all of that is occurring at a rapid pace, and Manassas will not be 

forgotten.  Woodbridge has already hung the Manassas Charter in a prominent place, and is arranging for a similar 

display of the Manassas PER photos.  They also elected Manassas PER Mike Soler to serve as a Trustee of the Lodge.  

We conducted our first North District DD Clinic of the year on Sunday, September 20, at the Front Royal Lodge, 

focusing on Ron's and Geoff's priorities for the year.   

 To foster more effective VEA program development, SDGER Bob Hinkle, PSDGER Steve Culbert, and PSP 

Tim Knotts provided an in-depth tutorial on the VEA Safety Glasses Program.  Bob brought 144 glasses for each Lodge in 

the District as a starter kit, and delved in to the data on eye safety and the impact of the VEA program.  Steve outlined 

his well-established program which this year will distribute over 2,100 glasses in the Winchester Community.  Tim, a 



former Fairfax County teacher demonstrated the importance of the glasses to students and explained how we could 

work with the school systems to distribute the glasses and promote our Lodges. Bob has made it easy to get glasses-- we 

want big growth for this program in the North District. 

 Geoff Cox introduced efforts to modernize and streamline the assignments and operations of VEA 

Committees at both the State and District level.  The right people were in the room to help ensure that assignments 

among leaders in the North District are:  1) needed, 2) filled, and 3) fulfilled. 

 As webmaster of his own Loudoun Lodge, Geoff also participated in a special session introducing new 

efforts to improve the use of information technology to communicate the programs, activities and principles of the 

Lodges in the North District.  The session highlighted an informative demonstration by Victoria Lynn Johnson, 

Woodbridge Lodge, of how to start a Lodge website, and to coordinate information sharing through such sites across 

the District. 

And while we engaged in these special and valuable activities, and celebrated summer among members with 

outings and picnics, we served Northern Virginians.  We had carnivals for kids, and sent a lot of kids to the Virginia Elks 

Youth Camp.  We had dinners for wounded warriors, provided frozen food and pantry items to USO lounges, and visited 

Veterans where they live.  We applied for and received Grand Lodge grants to provide backpack lunches to kids, and 

issued checks to scholarship winners on their way to college in the Fall.  And on Monday through Friday of every week, 

as they have for years, the Alexandria Elks Lodge continued to feed the homeless in their community. 

Fraternally, 

Frank Burns, Fourth Vice President 

 

Central District Deputy’s Message 
What an amazing National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana!  It has been 60 

years since our Commonwealth has had a GER.  Virginia was LOUD and PROUD as we 

paraded throughout the Convention Hall.  It was a pretty emotional moment for all in 

attendance.  We know that this great Nation of ours will accept and love our GER Ron 

Hicks and First Lady Nancy Camper Hicks as much as we do.  Our prayer is that God will 

be with them during their travels and keep them safe as they spread Ron’s theme, “ELKS 

PRIDE ~ COMMUNITY FOCUS”.  We will look forward to having them join us at our Spring 

Convention June 2016 and “coming home” for our Fall Convention October 2016.  Our 

VEA State President Geoff Cox of Loudoun 2406 proudly carried our Virginia Flag during the Opening Ceremony on 

Sunday evening, July 5, 2015! 

We four DDGER’S were honored to be installed by our very own 

Virginian and newly elected GER Ronald L. Hicks.  It was pretty emotional 

for this DD as I repeated the oath by GER Hicks.  It will always hold a 

special place in my heart. And I, along with Bill, Frank, and Phil, are 

humbled that we were chosen for this high honor.  Please know that we 

are here to work with you and strive to make Ron proud to be a 

Virginian!  May God continue to bless our Order and Ron and Nancy as they travel across the U.S.A. 

Mrs. Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER, DDGER,  

Virginia Central District 9080 

 
 



Virginia Elks Association State Officers, 2015 – 2016 
PRESIDENT 
Geoffrey B. Cox-Susan  
Loudoun Lodge 2406 
geoff@geoff-cox.com 
 
FIRST VICE – PRESIDENT 
Robert Fender – April  
Galax Lodge 2212 
beanfender@yahoo.com 
 
SECOND VICE - PRESIDENT 
Donald B. White, Jr. – Joanne 
Richmond Lodge 45 
donniewhite55@yahoo.com 
 
THIRD VICE – PRESIDENT 
Paul C. Shoemaker – Bonnie 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
paul.shoemaker@navy.mil   
 
FOURTH VICE-PRESIDENT 
Frank Burns-Sandy 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
Fburns15@verizon.net 
 
SECRETARY 
Horace E. Jones, Jr. – Sally 
Staunton Lodge 351 
hejones1934@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Tammy Symons – Robert 
Winchester Lodge 867 
tammmysymons@comcast.net 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Lynn Rutherford Snow – Jimmy 
Charlottesville Lodge 389 
jlsnow81305@earthlink.net 
 
TILER 
Vic Douglas 
Staunton Lodge 351 
vdouglas115@gmail.com  
 
SERGEANT–AT-ARMS 
Clifford Bocchicchio 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
Cliff.bocchicchio@cox.net 

 

INNER GUARD 
John M. Owen III – Nancy 
Bedford Lodge 2844 
jnown@jetbroadband.com 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
elktim@gmail.com 
 
PRESIDENTIAL AIDE 
Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
elktim@gmail.com 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR 
Joseph E. Hicks - Shannon 
Fredericksburg 875 
jehicks0791@yahoo.com 
 
TRUSTEE – ONE YEAR - CHAIRMAN 
James M. Powell – Leah 
Suffolk Lodge 685 
jmpowellsra@verizon.net 
 
TRUSTEE – TWO YEARS 
Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 
Arlington- Fairfax Lodge 2188 
elktim@gmail.com 
 
TRUSTEE – THREE YEARS 
Darryl Myers – Karen 
Danville Lodge 227 
dtm@chatmosscable.com 
 
TRUSTEE – FOUR YEARS 
Richard F. Stroop – Carolyn 
Harrisonburg Lodge 450 
Rstroop@aol.com 
 
TRUSTEE – FIVE YEARS  
Beverly A. Hamby 
(2014-2015) Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
bevhamby@verizon.net 
 

mailto:beanfender@yahoo.com
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Virginia Elks Association 

October 8, 9, and 10, 2015 

Virginia Beach, Virginia   

Schedule of Events 
 

Thursday, October 8 – Registration open 1:00 for PSPs only (2nd Floor Balcony) 
 

1:00    Trustees Meeting – Mariner A (casual) 
 

3:30   PSPs Meeting – Mariner A (casual) 
 

Friday, October 9 – Registration open 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

8:00 a.m.  Shot Gun Start, Golf NAS Oceana Aeropines Golf Club, Hornet Course 
 

11:45 – 2:00  DDs & DD Esquires Lunch Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner A (casual) 
 

2:00   Vice Presidents Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner A (casual) 
 

3:00   Drug Awareness Program – Cape Charles A (casual) 
 

4:00   Youth Camp Meeting – Cape Charles A (casual) 
 

6:00   PSP Cocktail Hour – Mr. Hess’s Room 836 (coat & tie) 
 

7:00   PSP Dinner – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

Saturday, October 10 – Registration open 7:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

7:30   PER/ER Breakfast Buffet – James Room 
 

9:00   Business Session – Cape Charles & False Cape 
 

9:00   Ladies Breakfast/Entertainment – Mariner Room  
 

1:00   VEA Luncheon Buffet - Meeting & Awards - Atlantic Ballroom 

   (Request Hospitality rooms be closed until 3:00) 
 

3:30   Eleven O’clock Toast Contest – Cape Charles & False Cape 
 

6:00 – 7:00  President’s Reception (invitation only) – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

9:00   Announce Toast Contest Winners – Cape Charles & False Cape 
 

11:00 Eleven O’clock Toast by the winner of the Toast Contest – Atlantic Ballroom (for all 

who wish to attend) 
 

 

Unless otherwise stated, the dress for all of the above is business casual – No T-shirts, tank tops, 

jeans, or shorts.  Coat and/or tie are optional. 
 

Please wear your convention badge at all times while in the hotel. 



 

Oceanfront Vacation at the Wyndham Virginia 

Beach Oceanfront Hotel 
The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel provides the perfect 

location and amenities for a memorable Virginia Beach vacation.  Situated on 

the north end of the beach just blocks from the Boardwalk, the Wyndham 

Virginia Beach Oceanfront hotel offers on-site entertainment along with access 

to countless attractions that make it the ideal setting for family fun.  From a 

day spent enjoying the natural beauty at First Landing State Park to a stroll on 

the Boardwalk or a marine adventure at Virginia Aquarium, Virginia Beach 

provides the perfect blend of excitement and relaxation the whole family will 

enjoy.   

On-site entertainment is endless at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel.  Guests can spend the entire 

day relaxing on the semi-private beach or cooling off with a swim in the indoor pool.   If the weather is not cooperating, 

the hotel also features an arcade-style game room as well as a fitness center for those that wish to stick to a routine.  

After enjoying dinner at the Surf Club Ocean Grill on-site at the hotel, families can take advantage of the free shuttle to 

the Boardwalk, where they can enjoy an evening of excitement and entertainment.   

The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel features 244 guestrooms, with 166 oceanfront options available, 

boasting the most direct ocean views in Virginia Beach.  Guests can delight in cool sea breezes from their private 

balcony or patio opening to our semi-private beach.  All of the guestrooms at the hotel feature free Wi-Fi, a refrigerator, 

coffeemaker and flat-screen TVs.  For guests that want a little more space, the one and two bedroom suites as well as 

the Jacuzzi king rooms offer sweeping views of the shoreline, along with some extra room for the whole family to relax 

after a great day at the beach.   

The stunning scenery of the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel makes it a great option for a meeting or 

event.  From a 5,128 square foot ballroom to a 2,000 square foot outdoor oceanfront patio, the hotel can accommodate 

groups up to 550 people.  The hotel also provides the perfect setting for an oceanfront wedding, offering everything 

from exquisite catering options to personalized event services.   

Family-Friendly Fun at Virginia Beach 
While there are certainly plenty of on-site activities to keep the family entertained, Virginia Beach offers a 

wealth of entertainment options that guests are sure to enjoy.  Imaginations run wild at the Virginia Aquarium, where 

guests come face-to-face with marine life through interactive exhibits as well as an IMAX Theatre.  Guests looking to 

experience the Chesapeake Bay will enjoy spending the day at First Landing State Park, which offers boating, swimming, 

hiking, biking and picnicking.  For entertainment at the Virginia Beach oceanfront, visit Beach Street USA, providing 

family-friendly entertainment such as street performers, fireworks and outdoor concerts.   

Even if the weather is not perfect, Virginia Beach still offers plenty of indoor options to help families pass the 

time when they are not on the beach.  Visitors can spend the day shopping at Lynnhaven Mall, one of the largest malls 

on the East Coast, or enjoy a classic game of tag at Laser Quest.  The adventure continues at Virginia Beach Rock Gym, a 

state-of-the-art climbing facility for climbers of all ages.  With live animal habitats that include an alligator swamp and 

Aviary, the Virginia Living Museum in nearby Newport News is an excellent option for a day trip. 

 



 

Things to Do Near the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel 
The following lists provide an overview of local attractions and destinations close to this property. 
 

Arts & Cultural 
Farm Bureau Live at Virginia Beach  A 20,000 seat outdoor concert venue that has served as host to concerts by the 
Dave Matthews Band, Fuel and numerous music festivals. 
Naval Aviation Monument  The Naval Aviation Monument depicts three historic eras in naval aviation, representing the 
culmination of an eight-year undertaking by NAF's Hampton Roads Squadron. 
Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art  Explore drawing, painting, ceramics, photography or crafts at the Virginia 
Museum of Contemporary Art, which offers instructional art classes for all ages. 
 

Points of Interest 
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge  Contains over 9,250 acres with habitats that include beach, dunes, woodland, farm 
fields and marsh with scenic trails and group educational opportunities.  
False Cape State Park  Six miles of unspoiled beaches in an ocean-to-freshwater bay habitat. The park boasts over 300 
species of nesting and migratory songbirds, shorebirds, ducks, otters, white-tailed deer, red fox, loggerhead turtles and 
more. 
First Landing State Park  A 2,888-acre park featuring 1.25 miles of beach front and over 19 miles of hiking trails through 
protected salt marsh habitat, freshwater ponds, beach, dunes, forest, tidal marsh and cypress swamp.  
Naval Air Station Oceana  Enjoy a memorable, close-up tour of the US Navy's Master Jet Base, home to almost 300 F/A 
18 Hornet and Super Hornet strike fighter jets.  
Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center  An aquarium and marine science museum with exhibits contained in 
over 800,000 gallons of fresh and saltwater displays. The two main exhibits include the Bay and Ocean Pavilion along 
with the Marsh Pavilion.  
Virginia Beach Boardwalk  A three mile esplanade lined with restaurants and amusement options. Guests can enjoy a 
ride on the Ferris wheel or even participate in The Virginia Legends Walk, a tour offering information about the state's 
most famous citizens.  

 

Shopping 
Lynnhaven Mall  A popular shopping mall with hundreds of retail stores along with restaurants, a movie theater, a 
carousel and children's play area. 
The Shops at Hilltop  Located just five minutes from the ocean, The Shops At Hilltop is the premier shopping destination 
in Virginia Beach with a fascinating mix of boutiques, specialty stores and restaurants.  

Sports & Entertainment 
American Indoor Karting  Every day is race day at this state-of-the-art European racing complex with professionally 
designed road courses that provide action packed speeds and thrills. 
Laser Quest  Laser Tag comes alive at this multi-level arena featuring specialty lighting, swirling fog and heart-pounding 
music.  
Ocean Breeze Waterpark  Offers 16 waterslides, a wave pool, the Buccaneer Bay Water Playground and other 
attractions such as private poolside cabanas and the Island Trader Gift Shop. 
Virginia Beach Rock Gym  A state-of-the-art climbing facility with a climbing tower, boulders and a pro shop. Guests can 
climb the 32-foot Main Wall, a rugged textured surface with realistic edges and corners.  
Virginia Beach Sportsplex  The Virginia Beach Sportsplex consists of the Sportsplex Stadium, the Sportsplex National 
Training Center, the Sportsplex Criterium and numerous athletic fields that host professional sports, training camps and 
parties.  



 



Virginia Elks National Foundation Committee Chair Bev Hamby would like to remind all Virginia 
Elks that October is ENF Month. Please take a few moments and re-examine your commitment to Elks 
National Foundation. If possible, make an extra effort to increase your ENF contributions to honor our 
first GER from Virginia in fifty years, Ron Hicks. Wouldn’t it be great if Virginia could see its way to 
increase its ENF giving by 10% for 2015-2016? 



 
VIRGINIA ELKS HOOP SHOOT PROGRAM 

   
All of our Local Directors for the State of Virginia should have received their Hoop Shoot packets by now.  The 

Hoop Shoot Kits were sent to ALL lodges in July to the ATTN of Director OR Youth Chair.  Let me know your DATES for 
your LOCAL contests so we can publish on our Web.  Here is the list of very important dates to plan your Local 
contest: 

 

 CENTRAL DISTRICT               ~ Sunday, January 31, 2016 

 NORTH DISTRICT                    ~ Sunday, January 17, 2016 

 SOUTHEAST DISTRICT          ~ Sunday, January 17, 2016 

 SOUTHWEST DISTRICT         ~ Saturday, January 23, 2016 

 VIRGINIA STATE CONTEST ~ Sunday, February 14, 2016  
          Charlottesville, VA ~ SNOW ~ Sunday, February 21, 2016 

 REGIONAL CONTEST            ~ Saturday, March 12, 2016 
          Frederick, MD ~ SNOW        ~ Saturday, March 19, 2016 

 NATIONAL CONTEST            ~ April 14 – April 17, 2016 
           Chicago, IL (NEW)                ~Contest Sat April 16, 2016 
  

Hopefully each Director is busy working on their upcoming Local contest.  If I can assist in any way possible, 
please contact me ASAP.  Local contests can be held from November 2015 to the first part of January 2016.  Make 
sure you allow enough time between your Local contest and District contest in case of inclement weather.  All District 
Directors should have their District contest info to the Local Directors prior to their Local contest.  This info should be 
given to the parents of the Local winners.  I’ll have my State contest info to my District Directors prior to your District 
contest to give to District winners.   

 The State of VIRGINIA was represented by McKinley Fitzgerald (Staunton # 351) and Hayden Cook 
(Charlottesville # 389) at the National Contest this past April!  Both have a couple more years of eligibility to compete.  
Also in attendance was our VEA SP Bev Hamby.   

I cannot say enough about our many Elk members and volunteers who work from the local level to our State 
level each year.  Because of your devotion to our Order of Elkdom, I look forward to having another successful year as 
your Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director!  I have great faith in our Order of Elkdom and with all of us working 
together, we can accomplish great things.  May God continue to richly bless our Great Order of Elkdom!  

 
Fraternally,    
Mrs. Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER, DDGER ~ VIRGINIA State Hoop Shoot Director 
Jlsnow81305@earthlink.net       Home 434.823.1013     Cell 434.953.7072 

mailto:Jlsnow81305@earthlink.net


 
There will be a drug Awareness Training Session 

at the October Convention on Friday October 9 at 3 

pm. All members are invited and are encouraged to 

attend. Bring a pad and pen to take notes and carry 

the information back to your Lodge. You will get 

the room number or room name when you arrive 

at the hotel. Looking forward to seeing everyone 

and hope to give you some new ideas concerning 

your Lodge program...........Thanks, Pete Decatur, 

State Chair 

Linda & Pete Decatur 

linda.pete.decatur@verizon.net 

mailto:linda.pete.decatur@verizon.net


Other News from President Geoff Cox 
VIRGINIA ELKS FUND 

The Virginia Elks Association’s North District #9100 has 
earned its own pin! The “district” donated nearly $400.00 during 
the North District Deputy Clinic held on September 20th, through 
the auctioning and sale of safety glasses including some special 

tinted pairs. The discussion about safety glasses also got around 
to the Youth Camp and the Virginia Elks Fund itself, reminding 
us how important these major State Projects are. 

The District itself has thus become our 34th donor; and 
while there has been growth, we would love to have 

participation increase. Get your pledge form at the Convention, 
or online at www.virginiaelksfund.org. Who Strengthens our 
Foundation, Preserves our Future? Elks do! 

VETERANS FUNDRAISING 
The Golf Tournament held at the Virginia Elks Association Spring 

Convention and Fall Conference is traditionally a fundraiser for our 
Veterans Service Committee. In addition to that this October, we have 
received the donation of a signed VEA shirt, autographed by Jeff 
Gordon. This shirt has been mounted inside an attractive frame with 
matted photographs of Jeff Gordon included. A must for any Elk race 
fans! This item will be raffled at the convention. Look for it in the 
registration area and later at the Luncheon. 

E.A.G.E.R. FUNDRAISING 
And let’s not forget our beloved Grand 

Exalted Ruler, who is still at the beginning of his 
full year of travel throughout Elkdom. We have 
received several items that will be raffled during 
the convention to support the Virginia E.A.G.E.R. Campaign. The 
first is a beautiful print of an Elk painting, lovingly framed. We 
also have a fantastic B.P.O.E. Throw Blanket. 

 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 
Geoffrey B. Cox 
President, Virginia Elks Association 

(The picture shown here 
is merely an 

approximation of the 
finished product). 

http://www.virginiaelksfund.org/

