
 
June 6, 2014 

Norfolk 38 Update on “Bookworm Club” 
Norfolk Elks Lodge 38 

“Bookworm Club” A Children’s Literacy Program  
Partnering with REACH Children’s Literacy Program 

I want to thank everyone for all the contributions of books for our Lodge’s Literacy Program 

for needy and at risk children.  Initially we requested a Gratitude Grant to help fulfill a Literacy Program we were 

planning to hold in the lodge to distribute books to children of low income families.  However after some serious 

consideration of logistical difficulties getting these families to our lodge (as we are not on the bus route), I did further 

research and found an organization to Partner with that is meeting the needs of these children every day.  The REACH 

Literacy Program has volunteers go into our 13 community homeless shelters and battered women’s shelters.  They 

read to the children there and also supply each child with a book of their own.  They provide books for each of these 

locations and have teams of readers attend once each month at the shelter they are assigned to.  Training is provided by 

the REACH program and includes tips for reading to children, book and activity suggestions, and a CPS background 

check.  They will offer us an insight into shelter living and how we would be working to impact those children’s lives 

through our book donations and reading aloud. 

     Our members are also able to volunteer as event volunteers at any of REACH’s multiple community events such as 

book sales, holiday gift wrapping, Fest Events partnerships, and their annual Survivor Challenge Fundraising event. 

     They need Book Runners to pick up and deliver books to the shelters, or retrieve books from donors or distributors.  

It takes only a few hours and is such a huge help. 

     If you like working in an office, they are always in need of support.  Projects include sorting the books, doing 

inventory and other general office type duties.  Volunteers of all ages can participate in this opportunity.  This is a good 

way to introduce your older children to charitable volunteering. 

     REACH knows Organizations like ours are looking for programs that can be done without taking a lot of time away 

from job, family and lodge activities.  This is a great program and will help build Teamwork and Leadership skills.  You 

can train while you help this worthy cause. 

     And volunteers from the same organization can participate together.  All volunteers must be trained and complete all 

the necessary paperwork.  I am hoping to have a Program Director come to the lodge to provide this training at one 

time.  I will post this date and time online and make calls.  Feel free to call me if you are interested and I will place you 

on my list. 

     This is a great opportunity to participate year round in this community program and show that Elks working together 

can make a difference!  You may go to www.reachreads.org for more information.  Although our initial grant project will 

be completed by July 15th, 2014, it will remain an ongoing project for our lodge members.  Any questions call Linda 

Belch, Grant Coordinator for Norfolk Elks Lodge #38.  

 

NOTE: Donations of hardback new and gently used books, preferred books are the “Little Golden Books”, ”Dr. Seuss 

Books,”  and “First Books.”  We would like to place a set of flash cards in each of the shelters to include Numbers, 

Letters, Colors, and Sight Words, (these are available at the dollar store in individual boxes).  Thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

Fraternally,  
Linda Belch, PER, PDDGER 
Grant Coordinator, Norfolk Elks Lodge 38 
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