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Virginia Elks Association 
October 11, 12, and 13, 2012 

Virginia Beach, Virginia   
Schedule of Events 

 
Thursday, October 11 
 
1:00   Registration open 
 
2:00    Trustees Meeting – Mariner A 
 
3:30   PSP Meeting – Mariner A 
 
Friday, October 12 
 
10:00 a.m.  Registration Open (until 8:00 p.m.) 
 
9:00 a.m.  Golf, Sleepy Hole Golf Club 
 
1:00 .  Vice Presidents Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner A 
 
2:00   DDs & DD Esquires Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner A 
 
4:00   Youth Camp Meeting – Cape Charles A 
 
6:00   PSP Reception - Room 730 (Coat & Tie/dressy) 
7:00   PSP Dinner – Mariner A & B (Coat & Tie/dressy) 
 
Saturday, October 13 
 
7:00 a.m.  Registration Open 
 
7:30 a.m.  PER/ER Breakfast Buffet – James Room 
 
9:00 a.m.  Business Session – Cape Charles & False Cape 
 
9:30 a.m.  Ladies Breakfast Buffet – Mariner A 
 
2:00   Eleven O’clock Toast Contest – Mariner A & B 
 
3:30-4:30  Public Relations Seminar (Bill Tennis) – Mariner A & B 
   Elks National Foundation Seminar (Bev Hamby) – Mariner A & B 
 
6:00 – 6:45 President’s Reception (invitation only) – Mariner A & B (Coat & 

Tie/dressy) 
 
7:00   State Association Banquet – Atlantic Ballroom (Coat & Tie/dressy) 
 
 
Unless otherwise stated, the dress for all of the above is business casual – No T-shirts, tank tops, 
jeans, or shorts.  Coat and/or tie are optional. 
 
In cooperation with hotel security, wear your Elks badges at all times while in the hotel. 



 3

VIRGINIA ELKS ASSOCIATION 
FALL BUSINESS MEETING 

OCTOBER 13, 2012 – VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA 
 
9:10 a.m.: Seating Head Table 
 
Call to Order: Darryl Myers, President 
 
Invocation: Montie Largin, Chaplain 
 
Presentation of Colors: North District Honor Guard 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Robert Ward, Americanism Chairman 
 
Nation Anthem:  Nicole Frank 
 
Welcome: Dan Haney, Exalted Ruler, Virginia Beach 2268  
 
Welcome: Henry A. Deese, Convention Chairman 
 
Awards Presentation: The Virginia Beach Lodge No 2268 presented a plaque to the United 
States Coast Guard’s crew of Boat #47251 for the sea rescue, of Joe Martize, a member of the 
Virginia Beach Lodge, on August 28, 2012 
 
Happy Birthday to the United States Navy: President Myers acknowledged the 237

th
 Birthday 

of the United States Navy, organized March 13, 1775. 
 
Head Table Introductions:   President Myers 

• West Virginia State President Carl Mooney  
• Chaplain Montie Largin. and Dr Robert Hinkle, SDGER 

 
Dr. Robert Hinkle, SDGER introduced  Grand Lodge Members 

• Ron Hicks, Grand Board of Trustees 
• Robert Goolrick, Justice of the Grand Forum  
• PGER Ted Hess, Jr., The Virginia State Sponsor. 

 
State Sponsor Hess (Remarks):  

• PGER Hess verified that Grand Exalted Ruler Thomas S. Brazier, of Santa Cruz, 
California Lodge #874, has confirmed that he will be at the Virginia Elks Association 
meeting, on June 14-16, 2013, in Roanoke. 

 
• Future Grand Lodge Convention locations;  2013, July 14-18 Reno, NV;  2014, July 

13-17 New Orleans; 2015, July 5-9 Indianapolis, IN; 2016, July 3-7 in Houston, Texas; 
2017, July 16-20 Reno NV: 2018 three sites being considered, Nashville, TN, St Louis, 
MO and San Antonia, Texas. 

 
• ENF Funding:  Virginia received from the Grand Lodge three grants: Special Projects 

Grant $43,240.00, State Grant $55,150.00 and a Bonus Grant of $14,180.00 for a total of 
$112, 570.00. 

 
• Grand Exalted Rulers per Capital Goal: Virginia exceeded the Grand Exalted Ruler’s 

goal of $4.50 by $2.33 averaging it to $6.83 per member. 
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Remarks: Henry Deese, Convention Chairman   
Chairman Deese gave an attendance report.  Attendance is up from the June meeting in Falls 
Church.  
 
Roll Call of Officers: Horace Jones, Secretary  
All officers are president except James Estep, Legal Advisor.  
 
Roll Call of Lodges: Horace E. Jones, Jr., Secretary 
All Lodges are present except Pulaski No 1067, Northern Neck No 2666 and The Elks National 
Home 8081 
 
Elks National Home: Ronald L. Hicks. Home Member of the Grand Lodge Trustees  
Ron Hicks gave an update on the status of the Elks National Home. He will be leaving for 
Chicago tomorrow to attend the Grand Lodge Trustee’s meeting. The status of the Home will be 
discussed at that meeting. The good news is that we will be having the Protocol meeting at the 
home on March 9 – 10, 2013.  
 
Report of Credentials Committee: Page Sencindiver, Committee Chairman 
VEA Membership   9108 
Number of Lodges Represented      29 
Number of Delegates Allocated    224   
Number of Delegates Registered     78 
Number of ER’S PER’S Registered    106 
Number of Delegates (Non ER’S/PER’S)     79 
  Total Delegates                185  
 
Respectively Submitted 
Page W. Sencindiver, PSP 
Chairman 
 
President’s Report: Darryl Myers, President 
Thanks for allowing me to serve as your President of the Virginia Elks Association.  Getting sworn 
in at Falls Church was a great thrill.  I thought that was the highlight until I got to Austin, Texas, 
standing down in front with the Virginia State flag in my hand.  I was waiting to be the tenth one to 
cross in front of the stage and I had a chance to look at the crowd.  Wow!  Not only were there 
Elks and guests from all over the US but there were many Virginia faces in the crowd.  I could not 
believe there were so many that came out to wish me well.  It was awesome! This is surely 
something I will never forget.   So many Past State Presidents have told me about this time, but 
you have to be in the spot to feel the love and pride.   
 
Since our last meeting I have visited about half of the Lodges in the state.  Both Karen and I have 
enjoyed seeing the Lodge buildings and especially making new Elk friends.   We have seen 
firsthand the works being done by some fantastic Elks. I am looking forward to visiting, so please 
don’t forget to find an excuse to invite me. 
 
This year’s theme “Honor & Service” is at work in each lodge that I have visited.  You can feel the 
heritage in each as you walk about looking at photos and awards.  Service is what we are about 
and I have been exposed to many different events honoring and serving our veterans, our poor, 
and children. 
 
So far I have been to 3 District Deputy Meetings and I am only missing our friends in the North 
District.  I hope to attend their January meeting. 
 
The sad part of being President is attending funerals and saying good-bye to my friends and 
fellow Elks. 
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I hope that we are heading in a positive direction this year, with our emphasis being placed on 
training.  This Convention will be offering a national spokesperson that we have available to 
speak with our children about the dangers of drugs.  New directions are being explored 
concerning VEA monies, so we will have our own G. R. Davis speaking about investing in the 
Virginia Elks Trust Fund.  Getting the word out about what Virginia Elks are involved in seems to 
present some problems.  Our Public Relations Chair Bill Tennis is preparing a class and Beverly 
Hamby will be offering her expertise in dealing with the ENF, including grant writing.  Make plans 
to attend at least one of these events. 
 
So far this year we seem to be within our budget.  I can assure you that the Trustees are keeping 
a vigilant eye out.  Thanks to the officers and committee chair people for making sure our 
financial goals are met. 
 
I found out there is a lot of work done behind the scenes and I wish to thank all of you who 
stopped to help me with my new position. 
 
God bless you and the Virginia Elks, 
Darryl T. Myers, President 
 
First Vice President’s Report: Richard Stroop   
I wish to thank Page Sencindiver for nominating me for the office of 1st Vice President and for the 
support of my Lodge, Harrisonburg 450.  Also, I would like to thank the delegates and all 
members of the Virginia Elks Association for their confidence in me, by electing me as your 1st

 

VP.  I am looking forward to serving you now and in the future. 
  
While at the June convention in Falls Church, I attended the Elks Youth Camp Board meeting, 
attended all business sessions, and served as the Central District Representative in the Memorial 
Service. 
 
Following the meeting in Falls Church, I attended the Grand Lodge Convention in Austin, Texas, 
while serving as VEA Housing Chairman.  The duties of the Housing Committee Chairman began 
in August 2011 with the room block estimates for the hotel.  Then in December I conducted my 
site visit.  Things got busy after the first of the year with hotel reservations and all the tasks that 
would ensure that the needs of the Virginia Delegation were met.  Upon arrival on Thursday, prior 
to the Convention, I checked all reservations with the hotel and directed the set-up of our Virginia 
Room.  Many thanks to Buddy and Bobbie for managing the Virginia Room for me on such short 
notice.  Thank you and good job!!!  The complete Housing Committee Report is on file with the 
Secretary and can be viewed on the Virginia Elks Website. 
 
I attended the opening and witnessed President Darryl deliver the Virginia flag to the dais.  I liked 
the earlier opening, with the Memorial Service as part of the opening.  The new format for the 
business meetings was a change for the better.  I was the Alternate for my lodge and attended all 
required meetings.  At the Wednesday session, I served as Inspector of Elections.  Virginia Day 
was attended by a special group of Grand Lodge dignitaries gathered by our own Ron Hicks.  
Thank you Ron!!!  
 
Our Sponsor Ted Hess was not able to attend the Convention.  Ted, you were sorely missed by 
all of the Virginia delegation. 
 
 I was appointed to the Investment Committee and attended the meeting in Charlottesville.    
 
I attended the August DD Clinic in Northern Neck, DDGER Vicki Shiflett presiding.  Vicki held a 
very good clinic. 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
Richard F. Stroop 
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Second Vice  President’s Report: Beverly Hamby 

As your 2
nd

 Vice President, I attended the Grand Lodge Session in Austin, TX, attending all the 
business meetings.  In addition, I also attended most of the Elks National Foundation Work Shops 
and meetings. 

Portsmouth-Chesapeake Lodge #82 asked me to discuss the Elks National Foundation during 
their Chat & Chow sessions.  These are held once a month to discuss items of interest to 
members and to go over planning needs of the Lodge.  They are found to be a great way for the 
Lodge to get additional members involved in Lodge and Community activities. 

In addition, Portsmouth-Chesapeake #82 also invited me to a night out with the Veterans from the 
Hampton VA Hospital to a Tidewater Tides ball game in Norfolk.  The Lodge also sponsored a 
Veterans fishing trip, which I attended.  The Veterans, young and old, had a wonderful time.  
Talking with the Veterans made me realize how proud I am to be an American. 

Virginia Beach Lodge #2268 hosted their 3
rd 

Mr. Stinky, Cure Search Walk for Children’s Cancer.  
The event raised over $3,000.00 for Cancer Research.  This was chaired by Karen Sweenor, who 
lost a child to this dreaded disease.  This event brings in a lot of non-Elks and is a great way to 
promote what we are all about. 

Virginia Beach #2268 held their 50
th
 Birthday Party.  In attendance were our State President Daryl 

Meyers and his lovely wife Karen.  Also attending were several Past State Presidents.  The food 
as always was great and all had a great time. 

I am working with Hampton Lodge #366 in acquiring an Auditor who understands the Grand 
Lodge reporting system.  

I have visited Onancock Lodge #1766 several times in the past few months and thank all the 
members for their warm welcome. 

In September, I attended the Youth Camp Executive Board Meeting to listen to the report about 
this past summer Camp Season.  The changes that were discussed, I feel, will improve the camp 
for the children and counselors. 

I was invited by PDD Donnie Angel of Newport News #315 to attend the annual Melinda’s Cause 
Salute to Veterans.  The Lodge served the best ribs I have had.  Donnie told me they made over 
$2,200 for the Veterans.  This money will be donated to Hampton VA Hospital in the near future. 

Virginia Beach recently held their 15
th
 Annual Vet Run.  A check for over $6,000.00 will be 

donated to Hampton VA Hospital, also in the near future. 

Doug Maume, DDGER for Virginia Southeast, held his first DD Clinic in August and it was well 
represented by all Lodges.  State President Daryl Myers was present along with Past State 
Presidents Tim Knotts, Bill Tennis, Buddy Deese and Johnny Curran (our oldest PSP).  Pete 
Decatur presented to five members of Virginia Beach #2268 and 1 member of Portsmouth-
Chesapeake #82, The President’s Call to Service Award for the over 4,000 hours of Community 
Service.   I have attended four DD Visits so far and plan on attending the remaining visits as 
scheduled. 

As VEA Chairman of the Elks National Foundation, I am proud to report that Virginia Lodges 
donated in excess of $187,000 for 2011-2012 and the per capita was in excess of $8.00 per 
Member. 

Most Lodges and Committees are working well with their Committee Chairs.  Those who are 
working are doing a great job. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Beverly Hamby, PDDGER 
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Third Vice President’s Report: Frank Poole 
I was installed as 3

rd
 Vice President during our June Meeting and I have continued working with 

the District Deputy and the North District.  I have been in contact with all the North District Lodges 
since taking office and have been working closely with our North District Deputy.   
 

            I attended and participated in the District Deputy Clinic. I also attended three of the District 
Deputy Visits-Lodge Inspections.  My message has been to emphasize the importance of “Honor 
and Service”, which is our State President’s theme; and I encouraged them to look back on the 
Elks and their families that have had a positive impact on us and helped to make “The 
Brotherhood of Elks” what it is today.  I also asked that they involve the new members in our 
lodge activities, so that they feel needed and a sense of belonging.  I have also stressed that I am 
here to represent them to the VEA and the VEA to them.  I made sure that they got the message 
that I was here to help them any way that I could. 
 
I am still working on bettering communications and supporting the Committees that I have been 
assigned oversight on.  I have been in communications with the Chairmen of the Committees with 
some ideas and have requested updates from them.  My whole idea is to let them know that they 
do matter and that I will try to support them in any way that I can.   
 
 The North District Advisory Council continues to work on the old VEA Officers Guideline Manual.   
The Advisory Council is still going to do a review and update on the Manual and present it to the 
State Trustees for review and comments.  If all we get out of the project is a little history and 
insight it will still be a good learning opportunity for all of us that are involved.  If it is approved 
then all of the future VEA officers will a least have a starting point, if not a blue print of their job 
duties and responsibilities.     
   
I have been working closely with the North District Deputy and Ron Hicks on a specific North 
District Lodge which is having some problems.  We hope to have the immediate issues resolved 
in the near future. 

 
Respectfully submitted 
Frank Poole 3

rd
 Vice President VEA 

 
Fourth Vice-President’s Report: Robert Fender 
My first official act as your Fourth Vice-President was being installed as such at our spring 
convention in Falls Church.  To everyone who has and is supporting and mentoring me, I would 
like to thank you.  I wish I had the space and time to name everyone that has been helpful.  
Thank you to all of you who have been very forthcoming and open to help acclimatize April and 
me to this new duty.  This truly is an honor to serve my home lodge of Galax No. 2212, the 
Southwest District, and all Virginia Elks. 
 
Since the convention, April and I attended the August DD clinic at Clifton Forge No. 1065.  District 
Deputy John Hutchison conducted an enjoyable and informative meeting.  It pleased me to see 
other VEA representatives in attendance.  Pete Decatur and Don Delap gave informative reports 
as well.  I would like to say that John is doing a great job at his official visits to our lodges.  He is a 
skilled speaker who represents Elks and the Grand Lodge very well and is doing a wonderful job 
of promoting Elkdom.  John is stressing the need for retention and growth of our membership.  
Good job John! 
 
While in Clifton Forge, we were shown top shelf hospitality from the lodge and its members.  We 
spent the night, and on the next day David Biggs, PSP, escorted us to our VEA Youth Camp.  
While there, we toured the grounds and inspected the facilities.  This was April’s first visit to the 
camp and in her words, “it was simply amazing.”  This visit gave us the opportunity to see our 
friends, Camp Ranger, Mike Journell and his wife, Bonnie.  We spent time discussing this year’s 
camping season, the work that had been completed, and the necessities coming up.  I strongly 
request support for the Youth Camp from our lodges – this is one majestic example of Virginia 
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Elkdom that we should never have to lose.  Also, April will be requesting that members donate 
any child-friendly videos (preferably DVDs), craft supplies, gaming systems, and other 
appropriate board games which will allow for indoor activities during rainy weather.  The Camp 
needs a lot more than this, but hopefully this gesture will help. 
 
Next, April and I were invited to the Bedford No. 2844 lodge’s annual family picnic held at the 
Crown Jewel of Elkdom, the Elks National Home.  We went early and were greeted by Bill 
McGuinness, the Exalted Ruler of the National Home Lodge No. 8081.  Bill also introduced us to 
other residents Doris and Sheridan.  They all were so kind.  Bill, Doris and Sheridan invited us 
into their apartments, giving us a unique insight to what it is like being a resident of the Home.  
Each stressed how important the Home is to them and why.  The family picnic was very enjoyable 
and provided a wonderful opportunity to not only meet with Bedford’s officers, but also with many 
of their members that we would not normally encounter.  I must say the overall mood concerning 
the possible sale of the Home is somber at best.  There are certainly many hurt feelings and 
concerns for the future.  I guess this is one more example of not knowing what we have until we 
don’t have it any longer. 
 
Since then, I have visited Danville No. 227, Pulaski No. 1067, Roanoke No. 197, and Martinsville 
No. 1752.  I say thank you to DDGER Hutchison and his team for allowing me to join them on 
their official visitations.  Also, I extend a special thank you to all of the lodges for the great 
hospitality shown.  These opportunities to see all my friends (and make new ones) are the reward 
of Elkdom for me.  All lodges seem to be hanging in there, but there is little sign of growth.  Bingo 
is becoming a less reliable source of funds and several lodges have now discontinued it or have 
reduced the number of games held.  It appears that other sources of revenue such as the Queen 
of Hearts are being used instead.  This does not mean that there is any weakness.  All of the 
lodges are strong in charitable works and promoting the principals of our order into our 
communities.  I only wish that this be more publicized in order to reach a wider range and greater 
number of citizens. 
 
By our next convention in 2013, it is my goal to have officially visited all lodges in my district.  
Every Elk in every district has claim to my offices.  Know that I am here to work for Virginia Elks 
and all of our lodges.  I close by saying again, I am grateful for such an opportunity to serve and 
thank you all for your continued faith in and support of me as your Fourth State Vice President. 
Take Care and God Bless. 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
Robert T. Fender 
 
Secretary Report and Minutes of the Last Session: Horace Jones 
2012-2013 Directory Update:  We are getting better!  In most cases an update will be made, 
thanks to Roger Monger, our webmaster, on the day it is received by me.  Thanks Roger for a job 
well done. 
 
Voting Credentials:  A big thanks to the 27 Lodge Secretaries who returned their delegate forms 
to me.  We have 118 delegates, excluding the PER’S and ER’S registered.  There are 83 PERS 
and ERS registered, for a total of 201 Delegates.  
 
During this fiscal year I have received monies and made deposits in the SunTrust Bank, in New 
Market, Virginia for three accounts. The Virginia Elks Association, Inc Account #7823, The 
Virginia Elks Fund, Inc Account # 8597 and The Virginia Veterans Account # 8748 
 
I also authorize disbursements from these three accounts and prepared vouchers which are sent 
to the Treasurer who processes and mails the checks. 
 
The following data is for the fiscal year starting on July 1, 2012 thru today, October 13, 2012. 
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The Virginia Elks Association, Inc Account # 7823 
 Income   $18,275.42 
 Disbursements:  $25,821.96 
 
The Virginia Elks Fund. Inc. Account # 8797 
 Income   $114,971.00   
 Disbursements  $  64,718.55  
 
The Virginia Elks Veterans  Account # 8748 
 Income   $ 4,940.00  
 Disbursements  $ 4,940.00 
 
The details of this report will be posted on the website  
 
Respectively Submitted 
Horace E. Jones, Jr. Secretary 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Karen Bundy DeLap 
July l, 2012 thru October 1, 2012  

VEA PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT  

Virginia Elks Association Checking  

Beginning Balance $60,245.82 

Total Receipts of Session $12,020.20 
Total Disbursements $22,997.08 

Ending Balance $49,268.94 

Virginia Elks Association Money Market  

Beginning Balance $21,463.70 

Total Receipts of Session $2.70 
Total Disbursements $0.00 

Ending Balance $21,466.40 

Virginia Elks Fund Checking  

Beginning Balance $37,006.65 

Total Receipts of Session $116,432.90 

Total Disbursements 0.00 

Ending Balance $128,737.96 

Virginia Elks Fund Money Market  

Beginning Balance $56,389.51 

Total Receipts of Session $14.18 
Total Disbursements $0.00 

Ending Balance $56,403.69 

Virginia Disaster Relief Fund  

Beginning Balance $16,290.44 

Total Receipts of Session $2.05 
Total Disbursements $0.00 

Ending Balance $16,292.49 
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Virginia Elks Association CD's (SunTrust)  

Beginning Balance $125,120.47 

Total Receipts of Session $950.47 
Total Disbursements $0.00 

Ending Balance $126,070.94 

  
VEA ACCOUNTS TOTAL $398,240.42 

 

VEYC PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT  

Virginia Elks Youth Camp Inc Mutual Fund (Wells Fargo) 

Beginning Balance $55,701.73 

Total Receipts of Session $2,553.60 
Total Disbursements $0.00 

Ending Balance $58,255.33 

Virginia Elks Youth Camp Inc Money Market Checking (Wells Fargo) 

Beginning Balance $41,775.80 
Total Receipts of Session $17.23 
Total Disbursements $0.00 

Ending Balance $41,793.03 

Virginia Elks Youth Camp CD's (SunTrust)  

Beginning Balance $72,361.94 

Total Receipts of Session $72.79 
Total Disbursements $0.00 

Ending Balance $72,434.73 

Virginia Elks Youth Camp CD's (Wells Fargo)  

Beginning Balance $200,000.00 
Total Receipts of Session (Interest Pd to YC Money 
Market Checking Account) 

$0.00 

Total Disbursements $0.00 

Ending Balance $200,000.00 

  
VEYC ACCOUNTS TOTAL  $372,483.09 

  
GRAND TOTAL OF ALL ACCOUNTS 1 $770,723.51 

Respectfully Submitted, Karen Bundy-Delap  
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
Drug Awareness: Pete Decatur, Chairman  
George Decatur introduced Milton Creagh who gave a motivating talk on the Drug problems not 
only in the United States but throughout the world.  He emphasized that it is not just a problem in 
our youth, but also of their parents and grandparents.  He thanked the Elks for our Drug 
Awareness program.  The Elks are being heard and are having an impact on making the  public 
aware of the drug problems.  
 
Virginia Elks Fund Investment Committee: Don Netschke introduced G.R. Davis, chairman of 
the Virginia Elks Fund Investment Committee, who discussed the charges given to the committee 
in investing the Association’s money.  The members of this committee are Ron Hicks, PSP, 
Richard Stroop, First Vice President, Page Sencindiver, PSP and Michael Haynes, Past 
President of the Youth Camp 
 
Golf: Ronald Heatwole, Committee Chairman 
Chairman Heatwole reported that 35 Golfers tee’d off at 9:00 a.m. at the Sleepy Hole Golf Course 
in Suffolk, Virginia.  The winners were: Fourth Place Loudoun Lodge No. 2406; Third Place 
Suffolk Lodge No.685; Second Place Front Royal Lodge No. 2382 and First Place Harrisonburg 
Lodge No. 450.  $2,200 was donated to the Veterans Committee.  This money is to be split 
evenly between the four districts in Virginia.  The money is to be used for Veterans programs in 
the districts.  The money must be requested in writing through the State Secretary, by the District 
Veterans Chairman.  Chairman Heatwole announced that this would be his last tournament as 
Chairman.  Chairman Heatwole was congratulated for a job well done. 
 
Membership:  Frank Poole, Chairman 
The State Membership Committee is composed of the following District Chairmen: Central 
District Donald B. White Sr., North District Dana Petrak, Southeast District Paul C. 
Shoemaker, Southwest District David W. Biggs and Frank Poole as General Chairman 

The District Chairmen in all districts have been working hard at getting the Membership 
message out.  I have been in contact with them with email and phone calls and have supplied 
them with some ideas and messages to get out to the lodges.  Looking over the CLMS 
Report we are doing a good job with the recruiting of new members.  However, our 
delinquent member numbers are still posing a problem for us. 

The Membership Committee has continued pushing the Plus One Membership Program and 
the Zero Delinquent program.  We are trying to get more members involved in the 
Membership committee on the lodge level and working on follow up methods to reduce the 
number of delinquent members and trying to get more members involved in Lodge activities. 

As General Chairman, I have emailed the District Chairmen ideas and articles relating to 
membership and have encouraged their participation in the development of recruitment and 
retention ideas and methodology. 

The Elks, as an organization, continue to lose in our membership retention.  The national 
numbers indicate that for every three members we recruit we lose four to Lapsation and 
delinquency.  In Virginia, we currently have 1,581 members that are delinquent. 

We need to involve as many members as we can in our Elks activities and make them realize 
that they are wanted and needed.  We still need to work on Lapsation all year instead of just 
the end of the year; we may be able to turn the membership loss around. 

During the October VEA Convention, the Membership Committee will be recognizing the 
Virginia Lodges that were Plus 1 on 3/31/2012.  The winners are as follows: Onancock +122, 
Loudoun +65, Portsmouth-Chesapeake +39, Front Royal +17, Roanoke +11, Winchester +11, 
Virginia Beach +6, Manassas +6, Fredericksburg +5, Norfolk +3. 
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I want to end my report by thanking the Membership Committee and all the Virginia Lodges 
for their hard work and ideas and encourage them to keep up the good work on membership 
recruitment and continue to fight the Membership Lapsation all year long. 

Respectfully submitted  
W. Frank Poole 
VEA Chairman 
 
Herman C. Anderson Achievement Awards John Rosenberger, Chairman 
I'd like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to present the "Andys", the State Presidential 
Achievement Awards.  This is, annually, the highest award that the Virginia Elks Association 
bestows on its member Lodges.  The Presidential Achievement Award Committee operates under 
the auspices of the Past State President’s Advisory Council; and, we feel that this is an extremely 
significant award, named as it is for the irreplaceable "Mr. Elk" of the Virginia Elks Association, 
former Special Deputy Herman C. "Andy" Anderson. 

This is the eighth year for the new "Andys"; the eighth year since the award was "reworked"; and, 
new criteria were adopted.  I'd like to take a second and review those criteria for you: 

All criteria are based on a contained Lodge year.  All six criteria addressed this morning refer to 
activities that occurred during the Lodge year of the Exalted Ruler that served from April 1

St
,
 

2011, through March 31
St

, 2012; the Exalted Ruler that left office this past spring. . 
1. During that Lodge year, a winning Lodge needed to send 75% of their quota of children to 

the Virginia Elks Youth Camp during the Camping Session of the summer of 2011 (not 
the 2012 Camping Session recently completed). 

2.   A winning Lodge needed to pay 100% of their camping fees for that same Camping 
Session. 

3.   A winning Lodge needed to participate in the L. Glenn Morris Eleven O'clock Toast 
Contest held last October 2011 here at Virginia Beach. 

4. A winning Lodge needed to participate in the Hoop Shoot Program held during the winter 
of 2011/2012. 

5. A winning Lodge needed to make the Grand Exalted Ruler's goal of $4.50 per member 
for Elks National Foundation donations for that same Lodge year. 

6. And, finally, a winning Lodge needed to at least break even (incur no loss) in Lodge 
Membership after deaths were factored out of the membership equation during that same 
Lodge year. 

The first year the new "Andys" were presented, we had 7 Lodges win the award.  Since then we 
have given as many as 13 in a single year, and as few as 4 in a single year.  The average over 
the past seven years has been 9 awards per year out of 31 Lodges.  Last year we were thrilled to 
give out 11 "Andys;" but, this year we have unfortunately slid back to a much more average figure 
of 8 winning Lodges.  Undoubtedly, this drop-back reflects the continued resistance on the part of 
our national economy to achieve what we might call a full recovery.  As is quite often the case, 
the categories that cause the most trouble among our Lodges are Youth Camp Participation and 
Membership.  Before I call out our winners, I'd like to share a few telling statistics; after all, 
statistics are what this award is all about. 

• We reduced the number of Lodges not participating in the Eleven O'clock Toast Contest all 
the way down to six.  Congratulations, Don Kidd! 

• We only had two Lodges that did not participate in Hoop Shoot.  Congratulations, Lynn 
Snow! 

•  We only had one Lodge that did not make the $4.50 requirement for Elks National 
Foundation.  Congratulations, Bev Hamby! 

• We had our best year ever in these first three categories. Unfortunately, our stumbling 
blocks were our usual stumbling blocks. Regarding our two Virginia Elks Youth Camp 
requirements [sending 75% of a Lodge's quota of kids to the Camp and paying 100% of the 
monetary obligation] we had 17 of our 31 Lodges fail in one category or the other; or, 
unfortunately, usually fail in both categories. 
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• While it was certainly still a problem for multiple Lodges [especially large Lodges], we 
continue to show improvement in the area of Membership.  Of course our criterion [factoring 
out deaths] is not the same as Grand Lodge's; but, by our reckoning, for the second straight 
year, we only had 12 of our 31 Lodges who did not at least break even on their Membership 
figures.  Congratulations, Frank Poole! 

 
This is not an attempt to highlight our failures.  These are merely facts; and, facts should be used 
as tools.  We still had some of our most stalwart "old-line" Lodges fail to win an Andy this year 
only because of Membership losses.  Their names read like a litany of the Association's strongest 
Lodges: Alexandria, Arlington-Fairfax, Charlottesville, Clifton Forge, Harrisonburg, Richmond and 
Woodbridge.  Obviously, the hard economic times are putting even more pressure on our Order's 
number one national problem: Membership retention; and, on our State Association's number one 
problem: Youth Camp participation.  There are still an uncomfortable number of Lodges that 
simply don't participate in Youth Camp in any way.  On the positive side, we have eight plaques 
to present this fall.  Eight Lodges were able to overcome all obstacles and succeed in every 
category to claim their "Andys."  We had thirteen additional Lodges that fell short in only one or 
two of the six total criteria.  I'd like to ask Ted if he would go down to the floor to present these 
plaques; and, I'd like to ask my lovely assistants, Tammy Symons and Barbara Lilly, if they would 
assist our esteemed Past Grand. 

Our Herman C. "Andy" Anderson State Presidential Achievement Award Winners for the 2011-
2012 Lodge Year are as follows: 

01- Danville Lodge #227 - Joan B. Vanosten, ER 
02- Fredericksburg Lodge #875 - George D. "Pete" Decatur, III , ER  
03- Front Royal Lodge #2382 - James Brinklow, ER 
04- Loudoun Lodge #2406 - Geoffrey B.  Cox, ER  
05- Norfolk Lodge #38 - Charles Ray Belch, ER  
06- Staunton Lodge #351 - Bill Schindler, ER 
07- Virginia Beach Lodge #2268 - Paul C. Shoemaker, ER  
08- Winchester Lodge #867 - Wayne L. Graham, ER 

 

For those keeping score, this is the eight year since we re-invigorated the State Presidential 
Achievement Award; and, named it the Andy Anderson Award.  I would like to pay a brief tribute 
to the Lodges with the best Award Histories over those eight years. This is just a verbal 
recognition; not a presentation. 

Winning all eight years; only one Lodge: Staunton. 

Winning seven out of eight years, there are none, which shows us just how successful Staunton 
is.  Winning six out of eight, we have two Lodges: Norfolk and Winchester.  Winning five out of 
eight, we have three Lodges: Alexandria, Fredericksburg, and Newport News. Obviously, these 
six Lodges should be proud of their overall records as being numbered among the strongest 
Lodges in the state. 

I want to thank Don Kidd for his input on the Eleven O'clock Toast Contest; Lynn Snow for her 
input on the Hoop Shoot; Beverly Hamby for her input on the Elks National Foundation; Frank 
Poole, for his input on Membership; and, John Cannon for his input on Youth Camp. I also want 
to thank Horace Jones for his general help; and, of course, my Winchester Mafia Management 
Team for helping me to crunch the numbers.  If anyone has questions, suggestions, mistakes or 
comments regarding this latest set of Andy Awards, I will be around the rest of the weekend and 
would be happy to talk to you. 

Mr. President, this completes the report of the Presidential Achievement Award Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John H. Rosenberger II, PSP General Chairman 
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Hoop Shoot: Lynn Rutherford Snow 
This past year was another successful year for our Virginia Elks Hoop Shoot with 29 of our lodges 
participating.  A total of 13,839 boys and girls participated in their schools and in the local lodge 
competitions!  This was an increase of 143 with one less lodge competing from 2011.  Our 
Lodges are currently working on their Hoop Shoot for 2013. 
Hopefully each Lodge Director has received their kit to help them plan and prepare for this year’s 
contest.  If you have not received your kit, please let me know so I can contact Lindsay Saunders, 
Youth Program Associate & ENF.  These kits are most helpful for you to conduct a successful 
contest. 
 
These are important dates you will need to know in order to plan your Local Contest: 

 
CENTRAL DISTRICT - Sunday, January 27, 2013 
NORTH DISTRICT - Saturday, January 19, 2013 
SOUTHEAST DISTRICT - Sunday, January 27, 2413 
SOUTHWEST DISTRICT - Saturday, January 26, 2013 
VIRGINIA STATE CONTEST - Sunday, February 17,2013/Charlottesville, VA  
REGIONAL CONTEST - Saturday, March 16,2013/Frederick, MD 
NATIONAL CONTEST - April 18 - April 21, 2013/Springfield, MA 
 
Please contact your local school officials and other youth agencies within your local jurisdiction.  
My Lodge, Charlottesville # 389, is busy preparing for our State Contest.  I ask that we all work 
together and strive for 100% participation.  Our 13,839 boys and girls who participated in 2012 for 
Virginia, were a part of nearly three million Hoop Shooters from across our great nation!  I was 
honored to serve as your State Director!  With the support of my District Chairpersons and all of 
our wonderful Elk volunteers, Virginia Elks will continue to be successful in our Hoop Shoot 
program.  I have great faith in our Order of Elkdom and with all of us working together, we can 
accomplish great things!  May God continue to richly bless our Great Order of Elkdom ! 
 

Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER 
Chairperson 
 
Ritualistic 11 O’clock Toast Contest: Don Kidd, Jr. 
Chairman Kidd announced that the Eleven O’clock Toast Contest will be held in The Mariner 
Room A and B at 2:00 p.m.  There are still openings.  Remember you can not qualify for the Andy 
Award unless your ER or Leading Knight competes.  
 
Seminars::  A reminder that Bill Tennis and Beverly Hamby will be conducting seminars on 
Public Relations and The Elks National Foundation from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 pm in the Mariner A 
and B room. 
 
Election of  2012-2013 Officers:  

 
President: Page Sencindiver, PSP, placed the name of Richard F. Stroop in 
nomination for the office of President.  Hearing no other nominations, the nominations 
were closed. 

             
First Vice President: Bob Clark, PER placed the name Beverly A. Hamby in 
nomination for the office of First Vice President.  Hearing no other nominations, the 
nominations were closed. 
 
Second Vice President: Donald E. Netschke, Jr. PSP placed the name Frank Poole in 
nomination for the office of Second Vice President.  Hearing no other nominations, the 
nominations were closed. 
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Third Vice President: Montie Largin, PER placed the name Robert Fender in 
nomination for the office of Third Vice President.  Hearing no other nominations, the 
nominations were closed. 
 
Fourth Vice President: Mark Lyons placed the name Donald B. White, JR., in 
Nomination for the office of Fourth Vice President.  Hearing no other nominations, the 
nominations were closed. 
 
Secretary: R. Steven Nelson, PSP, placed the name Horace E. Jones, Jr. in nomination 
for the office of Secretary.  Hearing no other nominations, the nominations were closed. 
 
Treasurer: Henry A. Deese, PSP, placed the name Karen Bundy-DeLap in nomination 
for the office of Treasurer.  Hearing no other nominations, the nominations were closed. 
 
5 Year Trustee: R. Pat Shelor, PSP, placed the name Darryl Myers in nomination for the 
office of Five Year Trustee.  Hearing no other nominations, the nominations were closed. 
 

Donald E. Netschke, Jr., PSP, Trustee’s Chairman, moved that a unanimous ballot be cast that 
all officers nominated be elected for the FY year 2013-2014.  The motion was seconded and 
carried 
 
Resolutions: Don Netschke, PSP  
 
RESOLUTION # 1 
 

WHEREAS: the Virginia Elks Association now recognizes the Honorable Lester C. Hess, Jr.. 

(Ted), Past Grand Exulted Ruler for his many contributions he has made to the furtherance of the 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and for his twenty years of serving as our State Sponsor, 

and 

 

WHEREAS: Ted has been a strong supporter of our association and has always been a very 

positive leader, who gives recognition for a job well done and encouragement when more effort is 

required.  He is gentleman and is respected by the membership of the VEA, and 

 

WHEREAS: Brother Hess when accompanied by his lovely wife, Becky, was always a welcomed 

addition to our affairs.  She is a lady of poise, dignity, good humor and welcomed by all with open 

smiles.  Becky is a lady you do not forget, but her absence is felt by all.  We look forward to 

seeing her bright smile and cheery disposition. and 

 

WHEREAS: the Virginia Elks Association acknowledges its extremely good fortune in having  a 

man of character and resolve, Lester C. Hess Jr. PGER, as our State advisor and the Association 

here with pledge our continued support, co-operation and assistance. 
 
THEREFORE: Mr. President I move for the adoption of this resolution. There was a second and 
the motioned carried 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2 

 

WHEREAS: The ELK Lodges, members and officers of the Virginia Elks Association deem it 

important that the many activities performed and supported by the Lodges Membership and their 

ladies who support the common good and believe that ELKS HELP ELKS CARE should be 

recognized by the Virginia Elks Association for their labors of dedication to further the principals of the 

order for helping those in need should be duly recognized and 

 

WHEREAS: it is important that their efforts and achievements on behalf of the Benevolent and 

Protective Order Of Elks be duly published and acknowledge by and before all members of the 

Virginia Elks Association Fall meeting. 

THEREFORE: be it resolved Elk Lodges members and Ladies be recognized and be commended for 

their untiring efforts and generous financial contributions in support of our various charitable 

endeavors of the Virginia Elks Association and its member Elks Lodges. 

 
Mr. President l move for the adoption of this resolution. There was second and the motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION #3 

WHEREAS: This Association recognizes and express our appreciation for the presence of Brother 

Carl Mooney, State President of the West Virginia State Elks Association, and his charming wife Ann, 

at the Virginia Elks Associations Fall meeting, and 

 

WHEREAS: Their gracious presence and inspiring remarks have added immeasurably to our 
enjoyment of our meeting. 

Now, therefore, we hope they have enjoyed their visit with us and trust that we will have the pleasure 

of seeing them again in the near future. 

Mr. President I move for adoption of this resolution. There was a second and the motion carried. 
 

 
RESOLUTION #4 

WHEREAS: The North District Elks HONOR Guard has demonstrated Patriotism by formally 

escorting the flag of the United States of Americans, and 

 

WHEREAS: The North District Elks Honor Guard has faithfully promoted Americanism in the 

communities in the North District as well as other Virginia Cities. and 

 

WHEREAS: The North District Elks Honor Guard has participated in the presentation of the 

colors at our State Meetings and Conventions, as well as many Veterans programs in the various 
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Veteran Hospitals, support by Elk‘s Lodges throughout the state and has honored the Virginia 

Elks by presenting the colors at the Grand Lodge Session held in Portland Oregon July 2009. 
 

THEREFORE: be resolved by the members and officers of the Virginia Elks Association, that we 

extend our heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for your outstanding service to citizens of Virginia 

and many who have seen and will see at the Grand Lodge Convention.  Your efforts clearly 

identifies that all ELKS believe in this Great Country and GOD:  Let us never turn our back to 

what is the core strength of who we are, 

Mr., President, I move for the adoption of this resolution. There was a motion to accept and the 
motion   carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Page Sencindiver PSP  
Stephen Culbert PSP 
Donald Netschke PSP 
 
Retire the Colors: North District Honor Guard 
 
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to adjourn was made by Horace Jones, Secretary and seconded 
by Henry A. Deese.  The motion carried.. 
 
Benediction: Chaplain Montie Largin 
 
Adjournment; 12:15 p.m. 
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VIRGINIA ELKS ASSOCIATION 

BANQUET 

OCTOBER 13, 2012 

 
7:00 p.m. Call to Order 

 

Invocation Chaplain Montie Largin 

 

Dinner 

 

Introduction Head Table State Chaplain Montie Largin (Ann) 

                                        West Virginia President Carl Mooney (Ann) Huntington 313 

                                         Dr. Robert Hinkle, SDGER (Cheryl) who introduces 

                                         Hon. Lester C. (Ted) Hess, Jr. PGER 

 

Hess remarks 

 

Introduction   Darryl Myers 

 

Lester C. (Ted) Hess, Jr. Tribute for 20 years as the Virginia Elks Association State 

Sponsor 

 

Open microphone for tributes and well wishes 

 

Ted Hess final remarks 

 

Presentation of gifts 

 

Closing Thank-you 

 

Benediction Chaplain Montie Largin 

  

 

 


