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Loudoun 2406 Salutes Essay Contest Winner Christiane Nowak 
The 1

st
 place winner in Division I (5

th
 

& 6
th

 Graders) was Christiane 

Nowak, from Algonkian Elementary 

School.  She received her award 

during Loudoun’s annual Officer 

Installation Ceremony and Awards 

Banquet.  Here is her essay: 

What does Veterans Day Mean to Me? 

To me, Veterans Day is not an ordinary day.  It’s a day to think about what Veterans 

have done for America and the world.  They risked their lives for us. Here are 3 examples. 

Civil War 

The war started in 1861, and was fought by the Confederacy and the Union.  The 

Union thought that slavery was inhuman.  They said it took away the freedoms the 

constitution gave us.  The Confederacy thought otherwise and wanted to make their own 

rules. 

WWI 

In 1914, Veterans fought to protect our rights 

that other countries did not believe in, such as 

freedom for all people, freedom for the press, and the 

right to free speech. 

WWII 

In 1939-1945, Hitler decided to blame 

Germany’s problems on Jews and other government.  

He became Germany’s leader and a bully to the rest 

of the world.  He wanted to rule the world.  

Simultaneously, Japan bombed America so they could 

stand in charge also.  The United States and our 

beloved Veterans disagreed.  If our Veterans did not 

step in to help, Hitler would have ruled the world and 

killed all Jewish families. 

Our Veterans fought to make the rights and 

liberties of our world a better place, and so it is. On Veteran’s Day, I remember the heroic 

things they did for me, my family, and the rest of the world.  Without them the world 

would not be as safe as it is now.  That’s why I am very thankful for Veterans. 
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