
 

August 6, 2014 

Linda Belch Wishes to Thank All for Their Care and Support 

 

To all those who really cared and supported me in this time of grief 

for the loss of my husband, Ray, I cannot find the words to say thank you.  

Ray was a very special man, he was full of life, had a heart of gold, 

devoted husband, father, and grandfather.  He gave of himself without a 

second thought, always trying to help others.   

I do need to add, that his compassion, his love for what our Lodge 

stood for, and devotion to Elkdom and its principles, drove him to exceed 

in every way to make our Lodge whole again and prosperous.  Since 

February of this year, he has mostly single handedly worked day after 

day and hours on end to complete the renovations needed to the lodge 

after the storm damage forced us to close temporarily.  In addition to 

handling the stress of such a big project, he had the demands of trying to 

maintain the lodge pool for the members.  It seemed like responsibility 

always fell upon his strong shoulders.  He didn't mind though, he always 



said, “Honey, don't worry anyone, I'll take care of it.”  And that he did.  No 

matter where I turn at the Lodge I see the work he did, some completed, 

some left undone.  There are so many "If onlys" that went through my 

mind over the past week.  If only......he may still be here with me, and 

with those who loved him and needed him so very much.   

I am going to pray that God will help to open the eyes of our 

membership, and help them see the Lodge in a new light.  To see the 

vision Ray so strongly believed in.  He wanted to make it whole and 

strong and he was so deeply invested.  I have worked alongside of him, 

for many years.  We have given our true devotion to our lodge in support.  

We didn't need recognition, we had no personal gain, we were Elks!  Not 

card carriers that want to have a say.  We were invested way beyond 

that.  The friends we made, the good deeds we were able to accomplish, 

we did it together.  We were the Team in Elkdom.  Together we could 

accomplish anything.   

Just think, my brothers and sisters, what could be accomplished by 

working together.  Only God knows what is truly in your hearts....I ask 

every one of you to please give our lodge that opportunity to prosper.  To 

see the dream Ray had for Norfolk 38 and gave his life for.  Alone, that 

Tuesday morning.  I pray for strength.  I pray that his memory and legacy 

will go on.  That you will remember him with love and respect, and may 

the work and good deeds he has done speak for him, speak of the man 

who was.   

My dearest Ray, we sacrificed so much, and losing you is so hard for 

your family to bear right now....but we will be strong, as you have showed 

us to be.  We will take care of one another, and light our candle for you.  I 

know the gates of heaven were wide open to you and you are in a better 

place.  Watch over me and guide me as you have always done in the 

past.  We will love you for eternity and will keep you in our thoughts and 

prayers always.  Never Forgotten, Never Forsaken! 
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