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Harrisonburg 450 Christmas Boxes Featured in Local Newspaper 

 
Harrisonburg 450’s annual Christmas Food Boxes program was the subject of an 

extensive article in the Daily News-Record, a local Harrisonburg newspaper. Lodge 450 
annually assembles 360 Food Boxes and delivers the boxes to needy families! Below is the 
text of the article from the Harrisonburg Daily News-Record. 

The holiday season has officially begun for many members of Harrisonburg Elks Lodge 
No. 450 and their families. About forty people kicked off their Friday night in an assembly 
line in the Elks lodge at 482 S Main St. At 7 p.m., the volunteers began filling 360 14-by-22 
-inch boxes with food for the needy. Families with children also receive toys. 

"It's always been a Christmas tradition every year even though my kids are now in 
college," said Shelley Baker, whose husband, Allen, is an Elks member. The food and toys 
are being dropped off to the families this morning. 

For 60 years, the city's Elks Lodge has been donating food and toys for Rockingham 
County and Harrisonburg families through its Christmas basket program. The project was 



founded by Fred Koontz, a former member and real estate agent who interacted with 
residents in Harrisonburg's northwestern neighborhoods on a daily basis. 

"He knew they needed food," said Page Sencindiver, chairman of the club's 
scholarships and safety glasses programs. "He would see these people come pay rent … and 
he knew that they were needy." 

Since its start, the program has expanded beyond its members.  
"Years ago, you didn't see the moms and the grandchildren. You just saw us men," 

Sencindiver said.” As our help has dropped off, it's been offset by the family. And that's 
what we want. It is a family." Steve Starick, chairman of the Christmas baskets project, said 
the extra help is appreciated. 

"I'm grateful to everyone who comes out and helps. It's definitely not a one-person 
job," he said. "There are so many people willing to gather food and set it out. I think that's 
what I'm more thankful for about helping with this project." 

A Helping Hand 
In addition to donating food and toys through the Christmas basket program, the Elks 

also provides safety glasses to area school divisions, and offers scholarships to students at 
the end of each school year. 

Starick said the basket program is their most popular. 
"This is probably the biggest one members show up for and the one where the most 

money is made," he said. 
This year, the Elks received $7,000 in donations, not including the 360 turkeys, milk, 

and eggs donated by various businesses.  
While packing the boxes is a necessary part of the project, Baker and her family enjoy 

delivering them more. The morning after the boxes are packed, the Elks and their families 
head to downtown Harrisonburg, Elkton, Briery Branch and even parts of West Virginia to 
bring the families their gifts. 

"It's really fun," said Baker's 22-year-old daughter, Laura. "We see the same people 
every year, and they're really sweet and really appreciate it." Laura Baker, a senior at James 
Madison University, said the project not only brings her joy. It also assists those who can 
use the help. "It feels nice to know that close to 340, 350 people are getting help they 
wouldn't get anywhere else," she said. 

(Photo and text courtesy of Daily News-Record) 
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