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Hampton 366 Initiates Books Program for Burbank Students 

 

 
Free Books for Paul Burbank Elementary Students! 

The students at Paul Burbank Elementary School were super excited 

Wednesday, June 4th, as they were each able to pick out a free book to take home.  

This was made possible by a collaborative effort between Hampton 366, Debbie 

Richard from Usbourne Books and More, and the Burbank PTA, who came 

together to purchase and distribute free books to every Burbank student as a 

community service project.  In March 2014, Robert Elam and Michelle Clayton 



from the Hampton Lodge stopped by Paul Burbank Elementary to connect with 

the school’s PTA and administration to see how they could build a better 

community partnership and inquired about any needs they could help meet.  “I 

heard on the news how many of the schools are losing funding.  So, I stopped by 

our community school (Burbank) to see what we could do to help.” stated Robert 

Elam.  “We were fortunate enough to meet up with Rebecca Henderson, PTA 

President.  She had great ideas and put us in the right direction to help meet the 

biggest needs.” 

The grant writers of Hampton 366 got to work right away on a grant to 

purchase $2,000 in books for Burbank students.  They partnered with Debbie 

Richard of Usbourne Books & More, who provided a 50% matching grant, and the 

Burbank PTA to purchase 770 books (that’s 2 books for every student) at all the 

appropriate reading levels to be distributed free of charge.  The students at 

Burbank Elementary were full of smiles as they picked up their book.  The group 

will be distributing another free book in Fall 2014 with the plan of continuing this 

collaborative effort bi-annually.  The Elks also planned and presented a short drug 

awareness program for all 4th and 5th graders at the school. 

Mr. Troy Latuch, Principal of Paul Burbank Elementary, expressed his sincere 

appreciation on behalf of the school.  The Elk’s representatives, several of whom 

were current and former Burbank parents, were dressed in their best and led by 

the Lodge’s Exalted Ruler Mr. Dave Kelly.  Mr. Kelly stated that “the Elks are part 

of the local community.  The majority of our support is directed to veterans and 

the youth in our community with projects such as this.”  Michelle Clayton further 

added that “a lot of Elks live in this community and desire to do more projects 

within our area.  We want to strengthen our commitment to each other.  Books 

are so important in building a solid educational foundation.” Mrs. Richard, 

Usbourne Books & More, stated, “The future of our world depends on the 

education of our children.  I’m glad Usbourne was able to partner with the Elks 

and Burbank PTA.” 
 

Submitted by Dave Kelly Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org  
 

mailto:webmaster@virginiaelks.org

