December 19, 2014

Hampton 366 Holds Christmas Party for Special Needs Children
On Thursday, 18 December 2014, Hampton 366 held its annual
Christmas Party for some of Hampton City Public Schools’ very special
students. 165 Special Needs children (affectionately known to the
Lodge as “Jane’s Kids”), and their teachers and classroom assistants
enjoyed a morning of fun, food and fellowship at the Lodge. This year
proudly marked our 20th anniversary for “Jane’s Kids” Christmas Party.

After their arrival and everyone gets settled in, the fun begins. Many of
the classes spend time learning skits and Christmas carols to present to
everyone. No quiet voices here. They really put their hearts in to it.

Note the 3 girls on the left of the picture above. They are signing for
the deaf while the rest of their class puts on their skit. Several other
classrooms sang carols.
With a little help from Jane, Kiki sang a “Jingle Bells” solo. The DJ
started playing dance music and the kids got to dance, mingle, meet
and make new friends.

After burning up all that energy dancing, Chef Mike and his kitchen
elves had lunch ready to serve. Lunch was served by four of the Air
Force’s finest officers from our back door neighbor, Joint Base Langley
Fort Eustis. We certainly thank these gentlemen for their service to our
Country and their participation in the kids Christmas Party.

Lunch was enjoyed by all and Christmas cake was served before the
children had to return to their schools.

Hampton Lodge is proud of our 20 year tradition of providing a special
day for our City’s children with special needs. Each year, this event is
funded by the generosity of our members and with a Grant from the
Elks National Foundation. Many hours of planning and coordination go
in to just these 4 hours every year. Our special thanks goes out to Sister
Jane Jordan for continuing to organize this wonderful event each year.
And to our Grant coordinators who insure that this, and other
community service events, are funded throughout the year. To our
Service Members that support us and all the other volunteer members
and friends, too numerous to list here, our sincere thanks for another
year and a job well done.
Submitted by Dave Kelly

Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org

