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January 27, 2016 

To: VEA Members 

Subject:  February Nominations and Elections 

Dear Virginia Elks, 

Who runs for office in February? Elks do! 

February is a crucial time of year for your Local Lodge. 

During the first regular Lodge meeting in February, nominations are opened for your 2016-2017 elected 

officers. If there are any contested positions, they are voted on at the second regular Lodge meeting in February. 

Any member in good standing can run for any of the elected positions (although no one can run for multiple 

elected positions). If you have never been an officer before, I urge you to consider putting your name in the hat. If you 

are already the Esteemed Lecturing Knight, Esteemed Loyal Knight, or Esteemed Leading Knight, please run for the 

next chair in the progression. The healthiest Lodges have their officers rotating through the chairs. 

If you are willing to occupy one of the Exalted Ruler’s appointed positions, let your Exalted Ruler candidate(s) 

know. 

If you have a recent new member looking to cut their teeth on something, nominate them for Esteemed 

Lecturing Knight. This is an excellent position to learn the ropes, and to start the journey towards one day being the 

Exalted Ruler. 

Continued healthy operation of your Lodge needs a full suite of officers. All members need to understand that 

without Lodge Officers, the club cannot survive. Your ABC licenses (liquor and gaming) depend on the existence of the 

Elks Lodge and its charitable work, no matter what entity or corporation owns the club facilities on paper. 

Even if for some reason you cannot run for office, please make a special point to attend these February 

meetings and participate in the election process! 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

Geoffrey B. Cox 

President, Virginia Elks Association 
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