
 

January 20, 2016 

Geoff Cox Letter Reminding Lodges of “Queen of Hearts” Rules 
  

 

 

January 19, 2016 

To:  VEA Lodges 

Subject:  Queen of Hearts Rules 

Dear Virginia Elks Lodges, 

On November 24th I sent out a reminder about the payout rules for the Queen of Hearts. Since then, questions 

have been asked about this policy. I wanted to further clarify the history and current state of this topic. 

At some point prior to September of 2010, the Virginia ABC (Alcoholic Beverage Commission) declared that 

the Queen of Hearts game was illegal. Virginia gaming organizations, including the Moose and the Elks, asked for that 

ruling to be changed, and enlisted the Virginia Charitable Gaming Office to help. There were discussions and the 

agreement was reached to allow the game under the prescribed rules. In 2010 the ABC Board accepted this ruling and 

said it would not prohibit the game if the agreed guidelines were followed. 

These guidelines were disseminated to all Virginia Elks Lodges by Ron Hicks. 

As far as we know (myself and the Chair of our Government Relations Committee), this agreement with the 

ABC has not been changed, and failure to comply with these guidelines would be an ABC violation regardless of what 

separate agreement an individual Lodge has signed with the Virginia Charitable Gaming Commission. 

The guidelines make provision for the following payout when the Queen of Hearts is drawn: 60% to the 

winning member, 30% to the Local Lodge, and 10% to the State Association. There is no provision for any other 

payouts in the case that the winner is not present. 

I ask the Lodges in the state to please adhere to these guidelines so that you do not risk losing your ABC 

License. 

The Virginia Elks Youth Camp further requests that you designate the 10% for use by the VEYC, one of 

Virginia’s major State Projects, which is need of funds to help balance its 2016 budget. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

Geoffrey B. Cox 

President, Virginia Elks Association 
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