
 
October 14, 2015 

GER Ron and First Lady Nancy Hicks’ Visit to Rhode Island 
Arriving in Mystic, Connecticut, PGER 

and Rhode Island State Sponsor Dave Carr 
and wife Penny and Ron and I were met by 
SDGER and State President Leo Blanchette 
and his wife Nancy. We rode with Leo and 
Nancy to Warwick, Rhode Island.  

We went 
directly to the Rhode 
Island Veterans 
Home in Bristol, 
Rhode Island on the 

Mount Hope Bay, where we were met by Home Administrator, 
Rick Baccus, an Elk and retired General, his wife Patti, and a 
number of other Elks who regularly volunteer their time at the 
Home. Rick led everyone on a tour of the 165 bed facility and 
proudly reviewed plans for a new 195 bed, 7-building campus, 
planned and under construction on adjoining property. The 
Project is scheduled for completion in 2017. We met and thanked 
many Veterans for their service, including a few Elk residents, 
during our tour. 

After lunch at the Home, we attended 
a Birthday Party in honor of all Veterans 
with a birthday in September. Ron spoke to 
the Veterans, announced we were from 
Virginia, and asked who had been stationed 
in Virginia during their military service. A 
number had. Ron wished everyone Happy 
Birthday, then he and Peter Fucito led 
everyone in a rousing rendition of Happy 
Birthday. Of course, Ron joined the 
Veterans for some birthday cake and ice 
cream.  While there, Ron met with Mary 



Andrews, who had worked on the Enigma Project 
breaking the German Code during WW II. She said she 
was sworn to secrecy, but she was not told what she 
was working on, so she didn't know the secret! 

On 
the way 
to the 
hotel, we 

stopped 
by Tri-City 
Lodge 14 
and toured the facility with ER Charlie 
Greaves and PER Mark Eaton. The Lodge 
Room has some very nice older furnishings 
purchased from another Lodge and the 
Lodge Room and other areas of the Lodge 

were decorated with many ornate Elk accessories purchased, built 
and/or repurposed by Mark and/or other Lodge members. 

After a brief hotel stop for check-in 
and to change clothes, we were off to the 
Coventry-West Greenwich Lodge 2285 for 
Reception and Dinner. There were 
approximately 160 Elks and guests in 
attendance, including a representative 
from every Rhode Island Lodge. An eight-
piece band played throughout the evening 
and we enjoyed another great Lodge meal, 

followed by locally made ice cream. Ron 
got an extra large bowl! (And he wonders 
why he has gained 10 pounds during our 
early travels!)  

In addition to Grand Lodge and State 
Officers, there were many members of the 

Lodge in attendance and several noteworthy military retirees, 
including retired General Rick Baccus, Master of Ceremonies for 
the event; retired 3-star General Reggie Centracchio; and retired 
Chief Master Sergeant, Lori A. Ashness. General Centracchio, who 
also led the band, presented Ron with his special Challenge Coin 
and Chief Master Sergeant Ashness presented Nancy with her 



personal special Military Coin. After dinner and Ron's comments, 
Ron was presented checks for ENF from the State Emblem Club 
and the Leading Knights Association, and we signed cards and 
handed out pins as many Rhode Island Elks made additional 
voluntary donations to ENF.  

Rhode Island may be our smallest State, but there is nothing 
small about their support and enthusiasm for Elkdom. All ten of 
the Rhode Island Lodges have met the GER's ENF Per Capita Goal 
for the last three years, and under the leadership of State 
Chairman Mo Berube, most of the Lodges have already reached 
Ron's Goal for this year. Bristol County Lodge 1860, with its 1,526 
Members, seems to lead the way in per capita giving every year. 
In addition, last year every Lodge received at least one ENF 
Community Investment Grant to assist in their Community 

outreach, including two Impact Grants. South Kingston Lodge received a Beacon, 
Gratitude, and Community Impact Grant; Bristol County received the other Impact Grant, 
while Tri-City 14 and Woonsocket 850 each received three Grants.  

Rhode Island was number three in the Nation last year in total Membership gain. 
Over the last five years, seven out of the ten Lodges in Rhode Island have shown a gain in 
Membership, led by West Warwick Lodge 1697 with a gain of 28% and South Kingston 
with 23%.  The three Lodges without a gain had minimal loss over the 5 years. Rhode 
Island, and its State Chairman David Cioe plan to battle Connecticut (Number two last 
year) to become Number one in the Nation this year for Membership Gain. Cathy Lazzaro 
is leading the way, having sponsored eleven new Members this year, with Jeff Brackett at 
ten. Rick Gathen, Grand Lodge Membership Director, is thrilled by the competition, but 
insists that there are other States that plan to also be in the running for the number one 
spot!  

Next stop on the "New England Tour" is Burlington, Vermont. 
 

Submitted by Ron and Nancy Hicks Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org  
 

mailto:webmaster@virginiaelks.org

