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Front Royal 2382 and Izaak Walton League Join for Veterans Outing

For the fifth straight year, Front Royal 2382 teamed up with the Warren
County Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America to host Veterans from
the Martinsburg (WV) VA Hospital for a day of fun and relaxation.

On  June  11,  some  forty-five
Veterans from the hospital arrived at
the Izaak Walton Park. They were met
by  a  contingent  of  volunteers,
representing both the  IWLA and the
BPOE…some  being  members  of  both
organizations.  They  were  offered
refreshments  and  then  were  free  to
participate in a variety of activities,  such
as  archery,  corn  hole,  fishing,  or  simply
relaxing and enjoying the tranquility
of  the  scenic,  peaceful  park.  One
veteran who had never fished before
caught  an  even  dozen  fish,  albeit,
somewhat  small,  they  were,

nevertheless,  fish.  At  noon  they  boarded  their  bus  and
several vans and traveled to the Front Royal Elks Lodge.
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At the Lodge, they were heartily
greeted  by  several  dozen  Elk
volunteers, most of whom had been
busy  throughout  the  morning
preparing  an  authentic  picnic
luncheon  for  these  special  guests.
Grilled  hamburgers  and  hot  dogs
were  at  the  top  of  the  menu,

followed by corn on the cob, baked beans, macaroni salad,
and much more. One lady Elk had baked six or seven cakes
specifically for this event. Following lunch, they were free to again relax and sit
back a while. 

The VA Team Leader had spoken with our organizer earlier, stating that this
group enjoyed playing Trivial Pursuit, usually after lunch, but they had played
their  versions  of  the  game  so  much  that  most  of  the  group  knew  all  the
answers. Therefore, the Lodge had purchased a new version of Trivial Pursuit
and  presented  it  to  them  following  lunch.  Most  of  the  remainder  of  the
afternoon was spent playing this newer edition of the game, with Patriot Books
being handed out liberally as prizes.  Right or wrong, every participant went
home with some Patriot Books in their pocket.

Outings such as the one are part of the Hospital’s Recreational Therapy
program. These veterans are assigned to a specific group, depending on their
individual problem(s). During the week they spend a considerable amount of
time in classes and therapy sessions. Day trips to various venues offer them an
opportunity to get away from the hospital environment for a few hours, and
enjoy  genuine,  friendly  and  supportive  association  with  others  while  also
partaking in some great meals. As always, these Elk-provided meals come with
a guarantee that nobody goes home hungry.
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