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On Tuesday, July 15th, Front Royal 2382 proudly participated in the 

dedication and ribbon cutting ceremonies of the Raised Garden Beds for 

the Stephens City, Virginia, Department of Veterans Affairs Community-

Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC).  These planters, built by the Front Royal 

Elks Veterans Services Committee, are now in full use by patient 

veterans of the CBOC.  This project offers a space for patients at the 

clinic to relax, experience the joys of planting, tending to their plants, 

and eventually harvesting the results of their labor.  It is considered part 

of their overall therapy program.  Over a dozen veterans are presently 

participating in this gardening program.   



Several different designs were prepared to accommodate various 

user conditions.  For example, some planters were specifically designed 

to allow wheel chair-bound patients to easily access those planting 

boxes.  Others were built approximately chest-high for those who may 

have difficulty bending or stooping.  A total of ten planters were 

constructed, including one for the CBOC Staff who also participate in 

this effort.  Funding for this project was provided by an internal VA 

grant, designated specifically for this type of endeavor.   

The Elks team, primarily consisting of Dave Butler, Ralph Hauser, 

and Rich Crawford, aided by Dara Breeden and Lodge 2382 ER, Dennis 

Henline, devoted over 200 hours to this project and untold miles picking 

up supplies, attending meetings, and installing the units.   

When completed, the planters had to be transported some 25 

miles to the Outpatient Clinic and properly situated in what was to 

become the garden area.  

Mr. Crawford told the audience that although the Elk’s job of 

constructing these planters is now over, they would be back from time-

to-time to maintain these structures and occasionally give them a new 

coat of paint. 

This area, located on a small, attractive strip of land directly behind 

the CBOC, has been named the “Seeds of Hope” garden.  One of the 

gardening veterans who spoke at the dedication described his planter 

as a place where he comes to care for his plants, relax, enjoy nature, 

and simply bask in the pleasure he derives from watching his garden 

grow and his efforts pay off.  In an 8 square foot area, this gentleman 

has beets and carrots (several of which he has already harvested), green 

beans, a tomato plant or two, some herbs and a couple of very healthy 

sunflowers.  
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