
 
January 27, 2014 

Front Royal 2382 Honored with Visit by Congressman Goodlatte 

 

U.S. Congressman Bob Goodlatte, 6
th

 Virginia District, paid an informal visit to Front 

Royal 2382, on Friday, 24 January, and met with approximately a dozen folks, mostly 

Lodge members, plus a few local elected officials.  Most attendees were veterans.  The 

primary purpose of this session, which was initiated by Elk Steve Kurtz, was to discuss the 

recently passed government budget and its impact on Veteran’s and military retiree’s pay; 

specifically, the withholding of 1% of COLA during their working years.  Congressman 

Goodlatte discussed numerous aspects of the federal budget and his overall concerns 

about the high U.S. government debt and the need for certain spending reforms.   

A wide variety of topics were addressed, with a free-flow of ideas and opinions. One 

topic that received much attention was the long delay involved in the Department of 

Veterans Affairs processing Veterans disability claims.  This process currently takes 

approximately 18 months.  The Congressman agreed that this is an unacceptable length of 

time to process these important cases and he acknowledged that Congress does provide 

the VA with sufficient funds to carry out their tasks; however, he noted (as did most of 

those present) that the VA Medical services division has automated many of their 

processes and streamlined the delivery of medical care, while, on the other hand, the VA 

division that handles claims processing, has not automated to the point where they can 

more quickly adjudicate veterans disability claims.   

This meeting with Congressman Goodlatte lasted nearly two hours and he took 

numerous notes on ideas and suggestions put forth by attendees.  Lodge 2382 thanks 

Congressman Goodlatte for taking time from his busy schedule to stop by and participate 

in this informal, but very informative session.  In parting, the Congressman told the 

attendees that if anyone was aware of a specific case of a veteran experiencing an 

unreasonable delay in having a claim processed, they should contact his office with the 

details and he would be happy to get involved in such a matter. 
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