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Front Royal 2382 Again Hosts Vets for Skyline Drive Outing 

  
For the third year in a row, Front Royal 2382 

hosted Veterans from the Martinsburg VA Hospital for 
tours of Skyline Drive and Shenandoah National Park 
followed by a fabulous luncheon at the Lodge. 

These very popular trips are conducted each 
Thursday in both April and October. This year, Lodge 2382 hosted approximately 150 veterans plus numerous 
VA Aides, Attendants, Nurses, and Bus Drivers. Most notably, during the four 
Thursday visits in October 2017, we enjoyed the active support of some thirty 
volunteers acting as cooks, servers, and helpers. The number of volunteer hours 
involved in this month’s Tours was well over 250 volunteer hours, and included 
folks from the local VFW (who initiated this event some seventeen years ago, but 
with the loss of their Post Home due to a fire, they asked the Front Royal Elks if we 
would take on this event), as well as many Elks volunteers, most of whom came to 
all or most of the visits. 

Our volunteer cooks, as always, were in top form and their meals were 
again a hit with the Veterans. We can measure the popularity of the meals based 
on the number of servings. For example, with a group of fifty Veterans, we offered 
Chicken and Dumplings as the main course. Not counting the meals for volunteers, 
the group of Veterans, on average, consumed two and a half servings each! The 
cook was starting to worry that she would run out, but we ended up with exactly 
one bowl remaining after everyone had enjoyed their fill.  

While our guest Veterans always look forward to these trips, 
our volunteers also get a great deal of personal satisfaction by 
stepping up and helping with these events. It is so rewarding to see 
the Mayor of Front Royal (a member of Lodge 2382) come to the 
luncheon and mingle with the Veterans. He, himself, is a Marine (once a Marine, always a Marine), and finds it 
easy to establish a rapport with our guests.  

In addition to the VFW volunteers, members of the U.S. Park Service come by in the mornings, while the 
Veterans stop off for refreshments prior to starting their tour of the mountains, and offer lifetime passes to U.S. 
Parks to any Veteran asking for one. The Front Royal Police come by during lunch and mingle with the Veterans 
and then provide a police traffic escort as the bus or buses depart. (Many of the Police Officers are themselves 
Veterans and that is also a special attachment with our guests.) 

All in all,…some amount of effort has to go into organizing and executing these types of activities, but 
the satisfaction from having a truly grateful Veteran, on his way back to the bus, look you directly in the eye 
while shaking your hand and say with total sincerity, “Thank you for providing such a wonderful day for us…and 
such a marvelous meal…we can’t thank you enough.” You look back and say, “It is you whom we are 
thanking…for the service you have provided to our country.” Then they head back to their rooms or dormitories 
at the Hospital while we go to our comfortable homes. However, we will do it all again in April. 
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