
 
September 26, 2017 

Bedford 2844 and Elroy T. Elk Entertain Local Youth 
John Owen arrives with Elroy the Elk to 

participate in the “End of Summer World War I 
History Program,” given by the Bedford 
Museum and Genealogical Library. The children 
met once a week all Summer long and Friday 
August 11 was the last meeting. The program is 
partially supported by Bedford 2844 from the ENF Gratitude Grant of the Elks 

National Foundation. Seven members of the lodge were on hand by invitation to help hand out a bag 
of Drug Awareness information plus goodies and crayons and coloring books to at least twenty children. 
The age range was from four to fourteen. Activities included food, beverages, and chances to answer 
questions pertaining to WWI to receive points and pick a prize. A water balloon fight was the strong 
point of the day. Elroy did not participate in the battle because of his antlers and his motto, “do no harm 
to anyone.” He said he preferred mud battles to water. Thanks Jennifer Thomson for the invitation to 
help the Bedford community. 

The Bedford Museum ended its summer youth camp “Fridays at the 
Museum 2017” on Friday August 11 with a celebration at Falling Creek Park. 
Forty children and their families were in attendance. Everyone was asked to 
collect and bring items to turn in for the American Red Cross disaster relief 
fund. Lots of items were collected and parents could purchase WWI tee shirts 
for $10.00 each. The children learned a lot of information about World War 

I during the camp and had a mock battle, complete with water balloons, re-
enacting battles. Lodge 2844 was a sponsor of the camp through funds from 
the Lodge’s Gratitude Grant. Seven Elks with Elroy the Elk (Nate Thomson) 
attended the event.  

Exalted Ruler Nancy Owen explained the Elk’s commitment to youth 
drug awareness, and the Elks 
distributed bags with drug 
awareness information to the 
families in attendance. The bags 
held drug awareness coloring books, 
crayons, brochures, and book marks. 

Special thanks go to Longwood Avenue 
CVS for providing the bags used to 

distribute the drug awareness information. A total of twenty bags were 
distributed to those attending. Thanks to Elks members Tom Richardson, Ken 
Agee, David Cannon, Keith Campbell, Genny Humphreys, and John and Nancy 
Owen for their help at the event. 
 

Submitted by: Genny Humphreys Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org  
 

Elroy and the Children 
 

Children displaying articles 
they purchased with total 

points earned by 
answering questions about 

the WWI Summer 
Children’s Program given 

by Historian Jennifer 
Thomson of the Bedford 

Museum. 

Volunteer helpers from Bedford 2844 
waiting for the program to start at the 

Falling Creek Park Pavilion. 

John Owen and Elroy T. Elk 
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