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Arlington-Fairfax 2188 Supports Martinsburg VAMC Carnival 
Each year the VA Medical Center Voluntary Service hosts a carnival for the veteran patients, 

family members, and volunteers.  Several organizations participate to provide food, games, 
entertainment, and a carnival type atmosphere, much to everyone’s delight.  Twelve volunteers from 
Arlington-Fairfax 2188 traveled to the VA Medical Center in Martinsburg, West Virginia, on 
September 20 to support the carnival and our veterans. This has become an annual event for the 
2188 Veterans Committee and many of the long term patients look forward to our visit.   

We provided pork barbecue, cole slaw, baked beans that was prepared at the Lodge and 
transported by the volunteers as well as snacks and beverages.  The homemade barbecue is always a 
big hit.  Approximately 165 veterans, family members, VA staff, 
volunteers, and one service dog named Hannah, enjoyed the fabulous 
buffet of items.  Hannah is pictured with Lodge volunteer Linda Gardner.  
Hannah is about three years old and had been with her veteran 
companion about a month.   

Service dogs and therapy dogs for veterans and current military 
members have played a major role in helping get them back on their feet 
and living life to the fullest.  More than anything, a companion dog 
provides an American war veteran the strength, love, loyalty, and 
emotional support they have been so lacking in so many instances during 
their service. From acting as a guard against depression, to actively 
working as a valued member of the new family, companion dogs are an 
easy choice for love and support.  In some cases, companion dogs may 
also provide distinct support and service. As trained dogs, some 
companion dogs can function as helpers for veterans returning with 
disabilities or other physical or mental impairments. Service and 
companion dogs provide guided therapy to these soldiers and once home can provide them a 
companion to call family and friend. 

This year we were accompanied by the Lodge Veterans Committee partners from the Knights 
of Columbus, Dick and Jerry Owen.  
The Knights of Columbus generously 
donated beans and buns for the 
carnival.  Their cooperative effort 
made our participation especially 
successful this year.   

Many thanks to the Veterans 
Committee, Lodge volunteers, and Knights of Columbus for supporting this event.  Ken Hensley, 
Veterans Committee co-Chair, served as photographer for the event so is not included in the 
pictures.  Thanks, Ken, for documenting the day in pictures! 
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