
 
July 29, 2014 

Arlington-Fairfax 2188 Hosts Dinner for Service Members 

The Elks pledge to never forget our veterans was truly fulfilled on 

July 25, 2014, at Arlington-Fairfax 2188.  The Lodge hosted a dinner for 

injured soldiers and family members from the Bethesda National 

Military Medical Center, National Intrepid Center of Excellence, and 

Bethesda Fisher House.  The Elks Lodge Veterans Committee 

partnered with the Aleethia Foundation to coordinate this special 

event.   

The Aleethia Foundation was founded to support newly injured 

service members recovering at the Walter Reed National Military 

Medical Center.  Aleethia 

provides “Friday Night Dinners” 

as an integral part of the healing 

process.  The Friday Night 

dinners provides a “hands on” 

opportunity for our members to 

interact on a personal basis with 



the wounded service members and their families.   

Forty seven service members, family members, and Aleethia 

volunteers began arriving at the Lodge about 6 PM.  They were 

transported in 2 small vans, 1 mini bus, and privately owned vehicles.  

Lodge volunteers were on hand to welcome these special guests and 

ensure their evening was enjoyable.  These special guests enjoyed 

some social time before being served a succulent dinner of prime rib, 

baked potato, salad, asparagus, rolls and strawberry cheesecake.  

Dinner was prepared by the Elks Lodge Club Manager, Tom Loftabadi, 

who came in on his day off to serve as a volunteer for this event.  The 

meal was served by Lodge volunteers who made the service in a 5 star 

restaurant appear sloppy!  The event was funded through fundraising 

activities of the Veterans Committee members and other donations.   

The success of the evening was evident by the hum of happy 

banter that filled the Fairfax Room of the Lodge throughout the 

evening.  Guest comments to the volunteers such as “this is the best 

Friday night dinner I’ve been to,” “the food was fabulous,” and “thank 

you so much for having us,” confirmed the success of the evening. 

The following 19 Lodge volunteers worked to make this evening a 

success:  Patti Graves, Exalted Ruler; Linda Gardner, Veterans 

Committee Co-Chair; Ken Hensley, Veterans Committee Co-Chair; 

Fredi Hensley, Dale and Donna Crisp, Karen Bender, Betty Kuennen, 

Sharon Dunfrund, Veteran Committee members; Margaret Yowell, 

Tom and Rose Thiebault, Kathy Showker, Jerry Sall, Bob and Anna 

Goolrick, Marilyn Golias, and Art and Joan Wyman, Lodge member 

volunteers.   
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