
 
September 16, 2014 

Arlington-Fairfax 2188 Honored by USO at Reagan Airport 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge Exalted 

Ruler Patti Graves and members 

Brenda Slingerland, Linda Gardner, 

Dale Crisp, and Art Wyman were 

honored by the Reagan National 

Airport USO on Friday, September 

12, 2014.  Linda Vine, Manager of the 

Reagan National Airport USO facility, 

wanted to publicly recognize Lodge 

2188 for their diligence in stocking 

their facility freezer with frozen 

sandwiches.  Linda had a beautiful 

cake (pictured right) decorated in 

honor of the Arlington Fairfax 2188 

Elks Lodge.   

Linda introduced the Lodge 2188 

volunteers to the USO volunteers and visiting 

military members.  She thanked the Lodge for 

their diligence in stocking their facility freezer 

and the Lodge volunteers were received with a 

loud round of 

applause.  

Many of the USO volunteers and visitors 

expressed their personal appreciation for the 

Lodge’s donations.  It was gratifying for the 

Lodge volunteers to see first-hand the 

military member visitors enjoying the hot 

sandwiches.   

 

(L-R) Linda Gardner, Leading Knight Brenda 
Slingerland, USO Manager Linda, a USO 
volunteer, Dale Crisp, and Exalted Ruler Patti 
Graves.  Also attending was Art Wyman who was 
behind the camera instead of in front of it!!  
Thank you Art for the pictures.  
 



As the cake was being served and enjoyed by everyone, Linda and the USO 

volunteers shared some of the experiences they had witnessed.  They expressed 

appreciation for the vital need filled by the delivery of frozen sandwiches.  

Many traveling military members who visit the facility do not have the financial 

means to purchase food from the various airport venders.  They arrive at the 

facility sometimes after many, many hours en route and then may face an even 

longer lay over before their next flight.  The selection of frozen sandwiches 

provides the opportunity for the visitors to have something warm to eat and 

makes their visit to the USO facility a more pleasurable experience.  Oftentimes, 

visitors are traveling with young children who also enjoy the food, and the 

crayons and coloring books provide additional entertainment for the children.  

Toothbrushes and tooth paste kits are provided for those visitors who may have 

been traveling for 24 hours or more and need to freshen up.  The kits are also 

available for visitors who may be delayed in the airport and do not have access 

to their luggage.   

The USO facility has a Power Point 

slide presentation running in the 

window of their facility recognizing all 

the organizations and individuals who 

donate to the USO facility.  On Friday, 

September 12, 2014, the presentation 

was mysteriously stuck on the Elks 

Lodge 2188 slide (pictured left).  Maybe 

divine intervention also wanted to 

recognize the Elks Lodge 2188?  

A delivery of 10 boxes of frozen sandwiches, 15 toothbrush/tooth paste 

kits, 20 boxes of crayons, and 50 Elks Drug Awareness coloring books were also 

delivered to the Reagan National Airport USO facility.   
 

Submitted by Brenda Slingerland Send comments to webmaster@virginiaelks.org  
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