
 
July 31, 2013 

“A Noble Elk has fallen…,” US Senator Harry F. Byrd, Jr., 

by PSP John Rosenberger 

 

Many of you have probably already seen this on your evening news; but, it 

is with great sadness that Winchester Elks Lodge 867 announces the death of 

our long-time Lodge Member, U. S. Senator Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 

Senator Byrd died this morning, July 30
th

, 2013, at his home in Winchester.  

He was 98 years old; but, his death had not been expected.  The Senator had 

remained a very active member of our community until about the age of 95; still 

driving to work every day at the Winchester Star in his Jaguar; still walking to 

lunch every day at his favorite cafes in Old Town.  Unfortunately, about two-

and-a-half years ago, he suffered a fall at home and broke his hip; and, with that 

accident, he began to slow down physically; but, certainly not mentally.  He 

remained very sharp and clear in his thought processes until the time of his 

death. 

Senator Byrd joined Winchester Elks Lodge 867 at age 21.  He was a 77-

year member at the time of his death.  He was not only a national figure; but 

also, an international figure; and, he, obviously, never had the time to be a 

regular at the local Lodge.  However, he tried very hard right up until the time of 



his fall to always attend our Old Timers’ Night Celebration in the spring of each 

year.  Several of our VEA Presidents got to meet the Senator at our Lodge when 

they were visiting us on Old Timers’ Night.  In the spring of 2011, after his fall, 

our then Exalted Ruler, Wayne Graham, and I were privileged to be able to visit 

him at his home and present him with his 75-year Membership Pin in front of 

local media and photographers. 

Long time VEA members will remember when Senator Byrd delivered the 

Welcoming Address at Steve Culbert’s VEA June Convention at the Lee-Jackson 

Motor Inn in Winchester back in the 1980s.  The Senator went way beyond 

simply saying “Hello!”  He gave us a remarkable speech packed with American 

history and told of his own efforts in the United States Senate to try to get 

Congress to agree to balance the budget each year, feeling that we would be in 

trouble in the future if we did not do that [and, we all know how that has ended 

up].  At the conclusion of his remarks, he worked the crowd, shaking many 

hands on his way out of the room; and, the standing ovation lasted as long as he 

remained in sight of the audience. 

The Senator called me here at the Apple Blossom Office this past April and 

wanted me to visit him at his home [which I, of course, did]. He wanted to talk 

about the possibility of riding through the Grand Feature Parade at this past 

Apple Blossom Festival.  He had been a Page in the Queen’s Court at the very 

first Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival in 1924 when he was 9 years old; and, 

he wanted to ride through the Parade again as a 98-year-old.  We made him our 

Honorary Grand Marshal back in May; and, he had a wonderful time.  He got a 

huge reception from the crowd as he made his way through the streets in an 

open convertible. 

Harry F. Byrd, Jr., had a very long life; and, he lived it very well; and, all VEA 

Members can be proud to have shared membership in our organization with 

him. 
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