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Sponsor’s Message 
We live in an instantaneous world of megabytes, terabytes, gigahertz and 

nanoseconds.  We insist that our access to knowledge be immediate.  More and more 

people are putting their newspapers aside in favor of more current news available with a 

few mouse clicks.  E-mail, text messages and social media have crippled the postal 

service. 

Elkdom, like all other fraternal groups as well as civic groups and churches, is 

struggling to keep pace with these advancements in technology.  You may or may not 

agree with the shortened Elks Rituals now available to us, but the movement in that 

direction now seems inevitable.  Concurrently, a digital version of The Elks Magazine is now available online.  Many of 

your Lodge newsletters are also available online.  Roger Monger, the Virginia Elks Association Webmaster, keeps us 

current with Elks news items and activities around the State.  His website is included in the Favorites list of a growing 

number of us. 

But our Order's strength exists in something more than keeping up with technology.  Our members enjoy the 

good times inherent in gathering with family and friends for all types of social events in our Club quarters.  It is definitely 

not Joe's Bar down the street. 

Moreover, you get a warm feeling in your gut when you do things like serving Thanksgiving and Christmas 

dinners to folks in your community who are hungry.  That certainly trumps watching a spinning beach ball on your 

computer screen conveying a frustrating "Please wait" message.  Even in this day of growing emphasis on entitlements, 

the reality persists that the witchery of wealth is not in having, but in sharing. 

As we catch our breath and learn to live with the dichotomy of gadgets and traditional values, we should 

recognize that Elkdom can and will remain strong.  In fact, it can be an oasis in an otherwise Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad 

World 

Lester C. Hess, Jr. 

Virginia Sponsor 

  



Message from Jim McIntyre 

 President, West Virginia Elks Association 
I wish to thank the Virginia Elks Association for the opportunity to spend this 

weekend with you at your fall meeting.  Kim and I are looking forward to enjoying some 

“quality time” with our Brother and Sister Elks from the great Commonwealth of Virginia. 

My slogan for this year is “Fraternitatis Primo” which translates “Fraternity First”.  

To me, this symbolizes a basic idea that we often seem to forget; that as Elks we are first 

and foremost a fraternity.  We are not just members or customers, but brothers and 

sisters who have pledged to respect and protect one another, enjoy each other’s 

company, offer support when necessary and do our best to improve our communities.  

Like actual family, we may disagree about the best ways to reach our goals, but we must 

always stand firm and support each other in times of trial and tribulation. 

When we plan together, work together, and yes, play together, there is nothing that we can’t accomplish 

together.  Spending some good old “family time” among friends is a great way to share information and have fun as 

well.  Kim and I are looking forward to doing both with you this weekend. 

Fraternally, 

Jim McIntyre 

 

President’s Message 
Welcome Virginia Elks to Virginia Beach for the annual Fall Meeting of the Virginia 

Elks Association.  Please join me in welcoming our special guests.  We will have with us The 

Honorable Lester C. (Ted) Hess, PGER and State Sponsor.  Also we will have with us the 

West Virginia State President James L. McIntyre and First Lady Kimberly.   

Wow!! Where has the time gone!  I accepted the office as your President in June 

and here it is, time to go to the Beach for our annual fall meeting.  I want to thank all 

Virginia Elks for allowing Carolyn and me to be your ambassadors and for your gracious 

support.  We are looking forward to serving you during the remainder of the year.  My 

hope is that we all have a good time but more importantly we learn something new that 

will allow us to go back to our lodges and use that new knowledge for the betterment of 

our local Lodge communities.  

To help accomplish this, we will add something new to our Saturday business 

session.  We will hold a 15 minute training session on the subject of Community 

Investments Projects, (CIP’s).  The session will be presented by “CIP Superstar” Teri Lynn Linardich, (Editor’s note:  See 

page 15 for more information.) from Virginia Beach 2268.  There will be an evening workshop, time and place to be 

announced at the morning meeting.  You won’t want to miss it! 

My Motto for this year is “Drive to Serve”.  Virginia lodges need to “drive” in order to “serve” our local 

communities through the attainment and use of Grants in the community.  There is $18,000 available to each of our 

lodges.  Some are not as easy to get as others but we should try for all of them.  None are out of reach but some are 

limited in number.  That just means we must apply early!  We cannot afford to leave that kind of money lying on the 

table because we did not know how or did not try.  I hope we walk away from this meeting and go back to our 

respective lodges armed with the knowledge that will allow each Virginia Lodge to apply for and receive more CIP grants 

than in the past.   

In Fraternal Regard, 

   Richard F. Stroop 

Richard F. Stroop, President 

Virginia Elks Association 



First Vice President’s Message 
Since April, I have had the incredible opportunity to see more Lodges getting out 

in their community doing great things.  Holding events for our Veterans with fishing trips, 

a beach party, and a trip to see the Washington Redskins practice, Going to schools with 

Elroy, handing out dictionaries, drug awareness material, holding a Baseball Camp, giving 

free swimming lessons, Youth Summer Carnival, holding Golf Tournaments, an 

Appreciation Day for First Responders, and holding a Community Day.  I could go on and 

on but this is what it means to be an Elk, helping our community and telling people who 

we are.  Hopefully, all had an application in their hand for those interested in becoming a 

member.  We don't want to be the best kept secret, we want to tell people what our 

great Order does, get them to join and involved.  Remember membership is our life. 

Fraternally, 

Beverly Hamby 

  1st VP 

Second Vice President’s Message 
I want to thank everyone again for allowing me the opportunity to serve our 

Great Order and the North District.  I have been working hard for the District and 

have been working closely with our District Deputy.  

My objective still stands.  I promised to assist our District Deputy to the best 

of my ability and to assist our Lodges to be the best that they can be.  I believe that 

I have been there for the Order and have assisted when asked in a timely manner.  

When we all work together we can do great things.  Neither I as a person nor you 

will make a major impact on our Lodges or the B.P.O.E.; we will make a major 

impact by working together.    

With the new District Deputies in place, it is time to update our Lodge programs and look for more ways to get 

our members involved in spreading the word of Elkdom.  We need to get some activities lined up to get our members 

involved in the lodge.   

We all know that Membership is the Life Blood of our Order.  We must continue to seek new members.  We 

generally do a good job of asking people to join.  Where we drop the ball is getting the people involved.  We really get 

need to get people more involved in our committees and projects and make them feel they are needed, because they 

are needed!   

Most Lodges complain – we can’t get the officer seats filled or we cannot get the committees filled.  I would say 

that is mostly our own fault.  If we ask people to assist, they will be there for us.  A lot of people don’t participate 

because they are not asked or don’t feel needed.  We need to involve them early, not just wait and ask them to chair a 

committee they know nothing or very little about it.  Does your Lodge have all the chairs filled?  If not what are you 

doing to fill them? 

The North District is doing very well!  We are working well under the direction of our District Deputy.  Lodge 

visits have begun and we hope to have them completed by mid-November.  Most of our Lodges are finishing their 

summer programs and setting up their fall programs and events.   

Serving as a Vice President has been a great learning opportunity for me.  I have served as over-sight for many of 

our committees and tried to assist them without interfering with them.  I set up a Memorial Service last year.  This year I 

attended the Grand Lodge Convention and observed and assisted our 1st Vice President who was running the Virginia 

Hospitality Suite, so that I could establish my needed contacts and learned what I needed to do next year when I have to 

run the Hospitality Suite.   

It has been a great honor and pleasure to have gained the experience.  It takes a lot of work and time but it is 

worth every minute of it.  I am here to assist you and your Lodge, feel free to contact me anytime.  I don’t claim to have 

all the answers, but I will work with you to get them.  

I encourage you to do all that you can to make your Lodge and the Order of Elks the best that it can be. 

W. Frank Poole 

2nd Vice President 



 
West Virginia Elks Association President 

James L. McIntyre, Jr. 

Biography 

Brother James L. McIntyre, Jr. was initiated into the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks as a member of 

Sistersville, WV Lodge No. 333 in 1982.  Jim is a third generation Elk.  He was appointed Chaplain in 1984, moved 

through the chairs, and elected to serve as Exalted Ruler in 1988-1989, 2006-2007, 2011-2012 and 2012-2013.  Jim 

served as a Lodge Trustee for eleven years and has served on many various committees in the Sistersville Lodge.  He 

became a Certified Ritual Judge in 2008 and was appointed by the Grand Lodge to serve as District Deputy Grand 

Exalted Ruler for the Northern District of West Virginia for the 1999-2000 lodge year. 

Jim served as a member or coach of twenty-two State Ritual Championship teams from Sistersville Lodge and has 

attended twenty-four Grand Lodge Conventions.  He was named Lodge and District Elk of the Year in 1997-1998; Lodge, 

District, and State Citizen of the Year in 2004-2005; Lodge, District, and State Officer of the Year in 2004-2005 and 2011-

2012, and is a prior winner of both the State Eleven O’clock Toast and Tribute to the Flag contests. 

Brother McIntyre served the West Virginia Elks Association an Inner Guard for 2005-2006 and has served as 

Chairman of the Citizen and Officer of the Year Committee, Chairman of the Soccer Shoot Committee, member of the 

Major Project Board, member of the Convention Committee, and member of the Lodge Safety & Risk Management 

Committee.  Jim was elected to the position of Vice-President North of the Association in 2010 and President of the 

Association for 2013-2014. 

Brother McIntyre graduated from Marshall University in Huntington, WV in 1978 (B.S. Zoology) and is employed 

as a Research Technologist at Momentive Performance Materials, Inc. with 33 years of service.  Jim and his wife 

Kimberly, who is serving as President of Sistersville Emblem Club No. 84, have been married for 33 years and are the 

parents of two adult daughters, both of whom are fourth generation Elks.  Jim and Kim are both Elders in the 

Presbyterian Church and officers in the Friendly, WV Lions Club. 

  



Virginia Elks Association 2013-2014 Officers 

 

PRESIDENT 

Richard F. Stroop – Carolyn 

Harrisonburg 450 

Rstroop@aol.com 

 

FIRST VICE – PRESIDENT 

Beverly A. Hamby 

Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 

bevhamby@verizon.net 

 

SECOND VICE – PRESIDENT 

Frank Poole – Glenna 

Winchester Lodge 867 

wfpoole@hotmail.com 

 

THIRD VICE - PRESIDENT 

Robert Fender 

Galax Lodge 2212 

beanfender@yahoo.com 

 

FOURTH VICE - PRESIDENT 

Donald B. White, Jr. – Joanne  

Richmond Lodge 45 

donniewhite55@yahoo.com 

 

SECRETARY 

Horace E. Jones, Jr. – Sally 

Staunton Lodge 351 

hejones1934@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER 

Karen Bundy-DeLap – Don 

Alexandria Lodge 758 

DancinKaren@gmail.com 

 

CHAPLAIN 

Lynn Rutherford Snow – Jimmy 

Charlottesville Lodge 389 

jlsnow81305@earthlink.net 

 

TILER 

Vince Brandtner - Barbara  

Roanoke Lodge 197 

vmi92dad@aol.com 

 

SERGEANT–AT-ARMS 

Tim Miller – Iva 

Hampton Lodge 366 

T.JMiller@hii-nns.com 

 

INNER GUARD 

Tim A. Frank – Lori 

Loudoun Lodge 2406 

tim@acesemb.com 

 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 

Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 

elktim@gmail.com 

 

PRESIDENTIAL AIDE 

Page W. Sencindiver – Katherine 

Harrisonburg Lodge 450  

psencindiver@gmail.com 

 

LEGAL ADVISOR 

Joseph E. Hicks 

Fredericksburg Lodge 875 

jehicks0791@yahoo.com 

 

TRUSTEE – ONE YEAR – CHAIRMAN 

R. Pat Shelor  

Bedford Lodge 2844 

rpat2@verizon.net 

 

TRUSTEE – TWO YEARS 

Ronald L. Hicks – Nancy 

Fredericksburg Lodge 875 

RHicks46@aol.com 

 

TRUSTEE – THEE YEARS 

James M. Powell – Leah 

Suffolk Lodge 685 

jmpowellsra@verizon.net 

 

TRUSTEE – FOUR YEARS 

Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 

Arlington- Fairfax Lodge 2188 

elktim@gmail.com 

 

TRUSTEE – FIVE YEARS 

Darryl Myers – Karen 

Danville Lodge 227 

dtm@chatmosscable.com  

 

  



Virginia Elks Association 

October 10th, 11th and 12th, 2013  

Virginia Beach, Virginia   

Schedule of Events 

 

Thursday, October 10 
 

2:00    Trustees Meeting – Mariner A (casual) 
 

3:30   PSP Meeting – Mariner A (casual) 
 

Friday, October 11 
 

9:00 a.m.  Registration Open (until 8:00 pm), 2nd Floor Lobby 
 

9:00 a.m.  Golf 
 

11:45 – 2:00  DDs & DD Esquires Lunch Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner A (casual) 
 

2:00   Vice Presidents Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner A (casual) 
 

4:00   Youth Camp Meeting – Cape Charles A (casual) 
 

6:00   PSP Reception – Room 836 – Mr. Hess’s Room (coat & tie) 

7:00   PSP Dinner – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

Saturday, October 12 
 

7:00 a.m.  Registration Open 
 

7:30 a.m.  PER/ER Breakfast Buffet – James Room 
 

9:00 a.m.  Business Session – Cape Charles & False Cape 
 

9:30 a.m.  Ladies Continental Breakfast – Mariner Room  
 

1:00   VEA Luncheon Buffet - Meeting & Awards - Atlantic Ballroom 

   (Request Hospitality rooms be closed until 3:00) 
 

3:30   Eleven O’clock Toast Contest – Mariner Room 
 

7:00 – 7:45  President’s Reception (invitation only) – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

8:00 – 11:00  Dance Party – Atlantic Ballroom  
 

9:00   Announce Toast Contest Winners – Atlantic Ballroom 
 

11:00   Eleven O’clock Toast – Atlantic Ballroom (for all who wish to attend) 

 

Unless otherwise stated, the dress for all of the above is business casual – No T-shirts, tank tops, 

jeans, or shorts.  Coat and/or tie are optional. 

 

Please wear your convention badge at all times while in the hotel. 



 

Oceanfront Vacation at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel 
The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel provides the perfect location and amenities for a memorable 

Virginia Beach vacation.  Situated on the north end of the beach just blocks from the Boardwalk, the Wyndham Virginia 

Beach Oceanfront hotel offers on-site entertainment along with access to countless attractions that make it the ideal 

setting for family fun.  From a day spent enjoying the natural beauty at First Landing State Park to a stroll on the 

Boardwalk or a marine adventure at Virginia Aquarium, Virginia Beach provides the perfect blend of excitement and 

relaxation the whole family will enjoy.   

On-site entertainment is endless at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel.  Guests can spend the entire 

day relaxing on the semi-private beach or cooling off with a swim in the indoor pool.  If the weather is not cooperating, 

the hotel also features an arcade-style game room as well as a fitness center for those that wish to stick to a routine.  

After enjoying dinner at the Surf Club Ocean Grill on-site at the hotel, families can take advantage of the free shuttle to 

the Boardwalk, where they can enjoy an evening of excitement and entertainment.   

The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel features 244 guestrooms, with 166 oceanfront options available, 

boasting the most direct ocean views in Virginia Beach.  Guests can delight in cool sea breezes from their private 

balcony or patio opening to our semi-private beach.  All of the guestrooms at the hotel feature free Wi-Fi, a refrigerator, 

coffeemaker and flat-screen TVs.  For guests that want a little more space, the one and two bedroom suites as well as 

the Jacuzzi king rooms offer sweeping views of the shoreline, along with some extra room for the whole family to relax 

after a great day at the beach.   

The stunning scenery of the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel makes it a great option for a meeting or 

event.  From a 5,128 square foot ballroom to a 2,000 square foot outdoor oceanfront patio, the hotel can accommodate 

groups up to 550 people.  The hotel also provides the perfect setting for an oceanfront wedding, offering everything 

from exquisite catering options to personalized event services. 

Family-Friendly Fun at Virginia Beach 
While there are certainly plenty of on-site activities to keep the family entertained, Virginia Beach offers a 

wealth of entertainment options that guests are sure to enjoy.  Imaginations run wild at the Virginia Aquarium, where 

guests come face-to-face with marine life through interactive exhibits as well as an IMAX Theatre.  Guests looking to 

experience the Chesapeake Bay will enjoy spending the day at First Landing State Park, which offers boating, swimming, 

hiking, biking and picnicking.  For entertainment at the Virginia Beach oceanfront, visit Beach Street USA, providing 

family-friendly entertainment such as street performers, fireworks and outdoor concerts.   

Even if the weather is not perfect, Virginia Beach still offers plenty of indoor options to help families pass the 

time when they are not on the beach.  Visitors can spend the day shopping at Lynnhaven Mall, one of the largest malls 

on the East Coast, or enjoy a classic game of tag at Laser Quest.  The adventure continues at Virginia Beach Rock Gym, a 

state-of-the-art climbing facility for climbers of all ages.  With live animal habitats that include an alligator swamp and 

Aviary, the Virginia Living Museum in nearby Newport News is an excellent option for a day trip. 

  



Things to Do Near the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel 
The following lists provide an overview of local attractions and destinations close to this property. 

 

Arts & Cultural 
Farm Bureau Live at Virginia Beach  A 20,000 seat outdoor concert venue that has served as host to concerts by the 

Dave Matthews Band, Fuel and numerous music festivals. 

Naval Aviation Monument  The Naval Aviation Monument depicts three historic eras in naval aviation, representing the 

culmination of an eight-year undertaking by NAF's Hampton Roads Squadron. 

Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art  Explore drawing, painting, ceramics, photography or crafts at the Virginia 

Museum of Contemporary Art, which offers instructional art classes for all ages. 

 

Points of Interest 
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge  Contains over 9,250 acres with habitats that include beach, dunes, woodland, farm 

fields and marsh with scenic trails and group educational opportunities.  

False Cape State Park  Six miles of unspoiled beaches in an ocean-to-freshwater bay habitat. The park boasts over 300 

species of nesting and migratory songbirds, shorebirds, ducks, otters, white-tailed deer, red fox, loggerhead turtles and 

more. 

First Landing State Park  A 2,888-acre park featuring 1.25 miles of beach front and over 19 miles of hiking trails through 

protected salt marsh habitat, freshwater ponds, beach, dunes, forest, tidal marsh and cypress swamp.  

Naval Air Station Oceana  Enjoy a memorable, close-up tour of the US Navy's Master Jet Base, home to almost 300 F/A 

18 Hornet and Super Hornet strike fighter jets.  

Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center  An aquarium and marine science museum with exhibits contained in 

over 800,000 gallons of fresh and saltwater displays. The two main exhibits include the Bay and Ocean Pavilion along 

with the Marsh Pavilion.  

Virginia Beach Boardwalk  A three mile esplanade lined with restaurants and amusement options. Guests can enjoy a 

ride on the ferris wheel or even participate in The Virginia Legends Walk, a tour offering information about the state's 

most famous citizens.  

 

Shopping 
Lynnhaven Mall  A popular shopping mall with hundreds of retail stores along with restaurants, a movie theater, a 

carousel and children's play area. 

The Shops at Hilltop  Located just five minutes from the ocean, The Shops At Hilltop is the premier shopping destination 

in Virginia Beach with a fascinating mix of boutiques, specialty stores and restaurants.  

Sports & Entertainment 
American Indoor Karting  Every day is race day at this state-of-the-art European racing complex with professionally 

designed road courses that provide action packed speeds and thrills. 

Laser Quest  Laser Tag comes alive at this multi-level arena featuring specialty lighting, swirling fog and heart-pounding 

music.  

Ocean Breeze Waterpark  Offers 16 waterslides, a wave pool, the Buccaneer Bay Water Playground and other 

attractions such as private poolside cabanas and the Island Trader Gift Shop. 

Virginia Beach Rock Gym  A state-of-the-art climbing facility with a climbing tower, boulders and a pro shop. Guests can 

climb the 32-foot Main Wall, a rugged textured surface with realistic edges and corners.  

Virginia Beach Sportsplex  The Virginia Beach Sportsplex consists of the Sportsplex Stadium, the Sportsplex National 

Training Center, the Sportsplex Criterium and numerous athletic fields that host professional sports, training camps and 

parties.  

  



Events in Virginia Beach Convention Weekend 
 

2013 ISSA Winter Nationals 
October 11-13, 2013 

Virginia Beach, Virginia USA 
http://www.seniorsoftball.org/2013-issa-winter-nationals.html 

 

Virginia Beach Golden Age 50th Anniversary Celebration 

 
When: October 12, 2013, 12:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

Where: New Laskin Road Corridor at the Oceanfront, Neptune Park 
This year marks a milestone for the city of Virginia Beach! It is our 50

th
 Anniversary! It was 1963 when we went from being a borough and took the leap to 

become a city. We’ve grown so much -- and we are now the most populated city in the state. 
To celebrate this historic moment, we are having a good ol' fashioned beach party! On October 12, 2013, The Virginia Beach Golden Age 50th Anniversary 

Celebration will feature stage entertainment, children activities, exhibitors, food, and much more. Come down to the Oceanfront and celebrate an entire year of 

fun with this exciting culmination party! 

http://www.neptunefestival.com/events/virginia-beach-golden-age-50th-anniversary-celebration/61  
 

Virginia Beach Gun Show Virginia Beach, VA 
Date of Event 

October 12, 2013 - 

October 13, 2013 
Event Location 

Virginia Beach Convention Center 

1000 19th St 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

Get Directions » 

Event Type: 
Description of Event: 

Displays range from rare and collectible civil war weaponry to the most recent hunting and shooting products. General 

merchandise also found at the show include army surplus, shooting supplies, historical collectibles, and other forms of militaria. 

The gun show is an organized and legal event that promotes understanding of the shooting sports, appreciation of American 

history, and an opportunity to view historic and contemporary weapons. A variety of people, from professionals to blue-collar 

workers, attend gun shows. Gun show patrons attend the shows as collectors, hobbyists, sportsmen, and hunters; many also 

attend because they are interested in home defense. Hours: Saturday 9:00am - 5:00pm and Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm  

http://gunshowtrader.com/gun-shows/virginia-beach-gun-show-sgk/  

 

Military Aviation Museum presents our annual WWI Air Show 

Bi-Planes and Tri-Planes 2013, October 12-13, 2013 

Journey to the dawn of aerial combat… 

Less than a dozen years after the invention of the first frail airplane to lift into the sky of nearby Kitty 

Hawk, NC, young men were jousting over the trenches of France in primitive wood and fabric aeroplanes. 
http://www.militaryaviationmuseum.org/ww1-airshow.html  

  



 
VIRGINIA ELKS FUND SEEKS ADDITIONAL PLEDGES 

The VEA capital campaign “STRENGTHENING OUR FOUNDATION, PRESERVING OUR FUTURE” is 

in full swing. Please join us as we celebrate our accomplishments as members of the Virginia Elks 

Association which is dedicated to giving towards preserving the future of our charitable programs. 

Information about the Virginia Elks Fund is available online. The web site includes the updated 

pledge form. Please visit www.virginiaelksfund.org and click on the “Donate” tab. From there you can 

download the pledge form. You can also find a link to this site at the top of the VEA State Website. The 

completed form plus your initial donation should be sent to the Virginia Elks State Secretary at the 

indicated address. 
The Virginia Elks Fund Website 

If you have already made a pledge to the Virginia Elks Form, you can now check the status of 

your donations online. Please visit www.virginiaelksfund.org and then click on the “Donors” tab. From 

there you can click on the “Donor Information” link. This takes you to another secure page. If you do 

not remember your login name and password, please contact me (the VEF webmaster) at geoff@geoff-

cox.com to reset your credentials.  

 
The Donor Information Page 

We are in the process of designing special pins for donors that have satisfied their pledges. 

There will be a special pin created for each pledge level: Founding Member, Benefactor, and Full 

Member. Donations at any level are accepted. 

The goal of this program is to invest our funds and grow to the point that we can support our 

major projects with interest income alone, while continuing to grow the capital of the Virginia Elks 

Fund.  The Fund is a qualified IRS Section 501(c)(3) charitable corporation. So, not only can you deduct 

your donation at tax time, many employers have donation matching programs that can double the 

value of your contribution to the fund. I have successfully done so at my company. 

We challenge every Exalted Ruler in Virginia to join us by making a pledge. Please help us ensure 

the ongoing funding of our current and future Virginia Elks Major Projects! 

Geoff Cox 

North District Chairman, VEA Charitable Trust Fund Committee 

  



 

 
Elks National Foundation News 

Bev Hamby, VEA ENF Committee Chair 
Please add these due dates in your calendar. The year changes but the 
month and date are always the same. 

Important Dates 

• July 31—All Promise, Beacon and Gratitude Grant funds must be spent. 

• August 1—ENVSC Freedom Grant applications available online.  

• August 30—Impact Grant applications due at 12 p.m. (noon), Central Time.  

• August 31—All 2013-14 Promise, Beacon and Gratitude Grant Final Report 
Forms due. 

• August 31—ENVSC Freedom Grant applications due online.  

Grants that are still available to You 

Visit the Foundation Community Investments Program grant pages, 
http://www.elks.org/ENF/community/, for examples, guidelines and more.  

Please note that the GER Millard C. Pickering's 2013-14 per-member goal for giving is $4.60. 
 
Apply for the Gratitude Grant, this is $2,000.00 and once you have met the GER’s Per Capita you qualify.  
Why spend Lodge money or better yet add this to the money you are spending. 
 
Apply for the Beacon Grant, which has increased to $2,000.00.  Please go on line to read what you can spend 
this money on and if in doubt give the Foundation a call.  They will always be glad to help you to see if your 
Lodge’s project will qualify.  ENF 773-755-4728 or give me a call and I will help you. 
 
The only Grants that you will be able to apply for are the Beacon and Gratitude Grants, but that is $4,000.00 
you would not normally have.  Make your Per Capita for the Gratitude Grant early so that you can apply and 
use it in your community before it is too late.  Most of you know you are going to meet the GER’s Goal, so why 
wait? 
 
Beverly Hamby 
ENF State Chairman 

 

  



 
VIRGINIA ELKS HOOP SHOOT PROGRAM 

All of our Local Directors for the State of Virginia should have received their Hoop Shoot packets 

by now.  The Hoop Shoot Kits were sent to ALL lodges in July to the ATTN of Director OR Youth Chair.  

Let me know your DATES for your LOCAL contests so we can publish on our Web.  Here is the list of 

very important dates to plan your Local contest: 

• CENTRAL DISTRICT               ~ Sunday, January 26, 2014 

• NORTH DISTRICT                    ~ Saturday, January 18, 2014 

• SOUTHEAST DISTRICT          ~ Sunday, January 26, 2014 

• SOUTHWEST DISTRICT         ~ Saturday, January 25, 2014 

• VIRGINIA STATE CONTEST ~ Sunday, February 16, 2014  

           Charlottesville, VA ~ Snow Date February 23, 2014 

• REGIONAL CONTEST             ~ Saturday, March 15, 2014 

           Frederick, MD ~ Snow Date March 22, 2014 

• NATIONAL CONTEST             ~ April 10 – April 13, 2014 

            Springfield, MA                        (Contest Sat April 12, 2014) 

Hopefully each Director is busy working on their upcoming Local contest.  If I can assist in any 

way possible, please contact me ASAP.  My info is listed in your letter that was mailed to Local 

Directors or your Lodge.  Local contests can be held from November 2013 to the first part of January 

2014.  Make sure you allow enough time between your Local contest and District contest in case of 

inclement weather.  All District Directors should have their District contest info to the Local Directors 

prior to their Local contest.  This info should be given to the parents of the Local winners.  I’ll have my 

State contest info to my District Directors prior to your District contest.   

The State of Virginia was once again represented by Sophia Palladino (Bedford 2844) at the National 

Contest this past April!  2011 Past National Champion Sophia placed 5
th

 in the 10-11 Girls age division 

and represented our Great State of Virginia with pride!!   

I cannot say enough about our many Elk members and volunteers who work from the local level 

to our State level each year.  Because of your devotion to our Order of Elkdom, I look forward to having 

another successful year as your Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director!  I have great faith in our Order of 

Elkdom and with all of us working together, we can accomplish great things.  May God continue to 

richly bless our Great Order of Elkdom!  
 

Fraternally,    

Mrs. Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER ~ VIRGINIA State Hoop Shoot Director 

  



 
Elks.org article:  August CIP Superstar:  Teri Lynn Linardich 

Congratulations to Teri Lynn Linardich, our August CIP Superstar! A CIP Volunteer since 2008, Teri helped her 

Lodge receive $5,000 in CIP Grants in 2012-13. She’s continuing her streak this year and has already received one of the 

first 500 Promise Grants to continue the Lodge’s year-round support program for homeless and disadvantaged youth in 

the community. The Lodge also uses grants to support military members, host 

drug-free activities for youth, and hold a community health and safety fair, and 

blood drive.  

Nominated for our 2013 CIP Volunteer of the Year award, Linardich shares 

some of her expert Project Manager advice in the interview below.  

How did you first get involved with CIP Grants?  

I got involved with the Elks through a friend, a long time ago now. Once we found 

out there was grant money to help fund some of the youth activities we could do 

as a Lodge, I thought, “We need to use this money.” Of course, then the ENF 

expanded the grant programs and that really helped a lot. Proportionally, we’ve 

expanded our outreach in the community through grants. (At right: A local family 

enjoys the safety day with Elroy and the town fire-clown.)  

How does your Lodge generally come up with project ideas? For example, your Lodge is going to use this year’s 

Promise Grant for monthly dinners for Standup for Kids. How did that idea come about?  

I work with a friend who says she lives near a lot of homeless kids. She volunteers with the group, and it was word of 

mouth. I contacted them and started the ball rolling. We started by letting Stand 

up for Kids tell us what to do. They have certain rules, and restrictions. So we 

partnered with them, and the ball rolled from a home-cooked meal oncea month 

to making hygiene packets for the kids, and other supplies so they can have that 

in their knapsack. We help them get food together, we got invited to help serve 

Christmas dinner, and we were invited to cook for a large party for the kids at a 

shelter with counselors and food and music.  

This partnership led us to a lot of things and it’s rewarding. It’s blossomed 

into a conversation with other people trying to serve the community. Instead of just giving money, we feel like we’ve 

had an impact on people’s lives.  

Most of your projects have strong Elks involvement. How do you get members involved and excited?  

We do a lot of communication through emails and texts about what’s 

going on. We share ideas and then sit down twice a month with 

officers and others interested in helping. We ask people to come 

prepared to the meetings.  

Some of the time I actually approach specific people. I’ll ask, 

“Hey, can you help me with picking up a dessert, or picking up some 

food?” Sometimes people just need to be asked, or told. I always 

advertise in the newsletter, it’s always in our email list, and I give my 

phone number. Even if people couldn’t come and help serve, they 

could help cook some food. It’s really hard to get people involved to a 

degree because they have busy lives. I always try to keep it simple. (At 

right: Elks and scouts get together to pack hygiene and care kits for teens in the program.)  
 

This article was published on the GL Website, elks.org.  Go to https://www.elks.org/enf/community/news.cfm?StoryID=85834 to see it. 

  



 
Pete Decatur named State Drug Awareness Chairman of the Year.  

 
PER Pete Decatur receiving the State Drug Awareness Chairman of the Year Award, the Number One 

State Chairman in the Country, recognizing Pete for all the work he (and Linda) have done for the 

Program.  L to R: Kent Gade, Director of GL Drug Awareness Program; PGER Ted Hess, State Sponsor of 

Virginia; Pete; Linda; PGER Paul Helsel; and Bill Bryan, Assistant Director. 

 

 


