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Thanks for allowing me to serve as your President of the Virginia Elks Association.  Getting sworn 

in at Falls Church was a great thrill.  I thought that was the highlight until I got to Austin, Texas, 

standing down front with the Virginia State flag in my hand.  I was waiting to be the tenth one to cross 

in front of the stage and I had a chance to look at the crowd.  Wow!  Not only were there Elks and 

guests from all over the US but there were many Virginia faces in the crowd.  I could not believe there 

were so many that came out to wish me well.  It was awesome!  This is surely something I will never 

forget.   So many Past State Presidents have told me about this time but you have to be in the spot to 

feel the love and pride.   

Since our last meeting I have visited about half of the Lodges in the state.  Both Karen and I have 

enjoyed seeing the Lodge buildings and especially making new Elk friends.  We have seen firsthand the 

works being done by some fantastic Elks.  I am looking forward to visiting, so please don’t forget to find 

an excuse to invite me. 

This year’s theme “Honor & Service” is at work in each lodge that I have visited.  You can feel the 

heritage in each as you walk about looking at photos and awards.  Service is what we are about and I 

have been exposed to many different events honoring and serving our veterans, our poor, and 

children. 

So far I have been to 3 District Deputy Meetings and I am only missing our friends in the North 

District.  I hope to attend their January meeting. 

The sad part of being President is attending funerals and saying good-bye to my friends and 

fellow Elks. 

I hope that we are heading in a positive direction this year, with our emphases being placed on 

training.  This Convention will be offering a national spokesperson that we have available to speak with 

our children about the dangers of drugs.  New directions are being explored concerning VEA monies, 

so we will have our own G. R. Davis speaking about investing in the Virginia Elk Trust Fund.  Getting the 

word out about what Virginia Elks are involved in seems to present some problems.  Our Public 

Relations Chair Bill Tennis is preparing a class and Beverly Hamby will be offering her expertise in 

dealing with the ENF, including grant writing.  Make plans to attend at least one of these events.   

So far this year we seem to be within our budget.  I can assure you that the Trustees are keeping 

a vigilant eye out.  Thanks to the officers and committee chair people for making sure our financial 

goals are met. 

I found out there is a lot of work done behind the scenes and I wish to thank all of you who 

stopped to help me with my new position. 

God bless you and the Virginia Elks, 

Darryl T. Myers, President 


