
Fourth Vice-Presidents Report:  Bobby Fender 
 

My first official act as your Fourth Vice-President was being installed as such at our spring convention in Falls 

Church.  To everyone who has and is supporting and mentoring me, I would like to thank you.  I wish I had the space and 

time to name everyone that has been helpful.  Thank you to all of you who have been very forthcoming and open to 

help acclimatize April and me to this new duty.  This truly is an honor to serve my home lodge of Galax No. 2212, the 

Southwest District, and all Virginia Elks. 

Since the convention, April and I attended the August DD clinic at Clifton Forge No. 1065.  District Deputy John 

Hutchison conducted an enjoyable and informative meeting.   It pleased me to see other VEA representatives in 

attendance.  Pete Decatur and Don Delap gave informative reports as well.  I would like to say that John is doing a great 

job at his official visits to our lodges.  He is a skilled speaker who represents Elks and the Grand Lodge very well and is 

doing a wonderful job of promoting Elkdom.  John is stressing the need for retention and growth of our membership.  

Good job John! 

While in Clifton Forge, we were shown top shelf hospitality from the lodge and its members.  We spent the night 

and on the next day, David Biggs, PSP escorted us to our VEA Youth Camp.  While there, we toured the grounds and 

inspected the facilities.  This was April’s first visit to the camp and in her words, “it was simply amazing.”  This visit gave 

us the opportunity to see our friends, Camp Ranger, Mike Journell and his wife, Bonnie.  We spent time discussing this 

year’s camping season, the work that had been completed, and the necessities coming up.  I strongly request support 

for the Youth Camp from our lodges – this is one majestic example of Virginia Elkdom that we should never have to lose.  

Also, April will be requesting that members donate any child-friendly videos (preferably DVDs), craft supplies, gaming 

systems, and other appropriate board games which will allow for indoor activities during rainy weather.  The Camp 

needs a lot more than this, but hopefully this gesture will help. 

Next, April and I were invited to the Bedford No. 2844 lodge’s annual family picnic held at the Crown Jewel of 

Elkdom, the Elks National Home.  We went early and were greeted by Bill McGuinness, the Exalted Ruler of the National 

Home Lodge No. 8081.  Bill also introduced us to other residents Doris and Sheridan.  They all were so kind.  Bill, Doris 

and Sheridan invited us into their apartments, giving us a unique insight to what it is like being a resident of the Home.  

Each stressed how important the Home is for them and why.  The family picnic was very enjoyable and provided a 

wonderful opportunity to not only meet with Bedford’s officers, but also with many of their members that we would not 

normally encounter.  I must say the overall mood concerning the possible sale of the Home is somber at best.  There are 

certainly many hurt feelings and concerns for the future.  I guess this is one more example of not knowing what we have 

until we don’t have it any longer. 

Since then I have visited Danville No. 227, Pulaski No. 1067, Roanoke No. 197, and Martinsville No. 1752.  I say 

thank you to DDGER Hutchison and his team for allowing me to join them on their official visitations.  Also, I extend a 

special thank you to all of the lodges for the great hospitality shown.  These opportunities to see all my friends (and 

make new ones) are the reward of Elkdom for me.  All lodges seem to be hanging in there, but there is little sign of 

growth.  Bingo is becoming a less reliable source of funds and several lodges have now discontinued it or have reduced 

the number of games held.  It appears that other sources of revenue such as the Queen of Hearts are being used 

instead.  This does not mean that there is any weakness.  All of the lodges are strong in charitable works and promoting 

the principals of our order into our communities.  I only wish that this be more publicized in order to reach a wider 

range and greater number of citizens. 

By our next convention in 2013, it is my goal to have officially visited all lodges in my district.  Every Elk in every 

district has claim to my offices.  Know that I am here to work for Virginia Elks and all of our lodges.  I close by saying 

again, I am grateful for such an opportunity to serve and thank you all for your continued faith in and support of me as 

your Fourth State Vice President. 

Take Care and God Bless. 

Respectively Submitted, 

Robert T. Fender 


