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Thomas S. Brazier was initiated into Santa Cruz, California Lodge No. 824 in 1989 

and within a few days, took the position of Lodge Esquire, progressing through the chairs 

rapidly and serving as Exalted Ruler in 1993-1994.  He served as a Lodge Trustee from 

1994-997, as Lodge and District Government Relations Chairman for two years, and as 

President of the Past Exalted Rulers Association for his West Central District.  He chaired 

several charitable committees in the Lodge and founded the Christmas Charity 

Community Project in 1994.  He was elected to honorary life membership.   

He served the California-Hawaii Elks Association as Government Relations Chairman for two years, was a 

frequent lecturer and teacher at conventions, and was elected Honorary Past President of the California-Hawaii Elks 

Association.  

He served the Grand Lodge as District Deputy in 2002-2003 and as Special Representative to troubled Local 

Lodges for several years.  He served on the Grand Lodge Government Relations Committee for four years, as a member 

of the Grand Lodge Judiciary for five years, the last year as Chairman, and the Pardons Commission for one year.  He 

also served as a Justice of the Grand Forum. 

He graduated from Long Beach State College in 1965 with a degree in microbiology, completed an internship in 

laboratory medicine at the Long Beach Veterans Hospital, became a registered medical laboratory technologist, and 

spent many years working in and running medical laboratories in hospitals. 

He attended Loyola Law School in Los  Angeles from 1969-1972, began medical malpractice defense work in 

litigated matters in 1972, and was an employee and a partner in several firms, starting his own practice in San Jose, 

California, in 1993.  He practices in state and federal courts as a trial lawyer.  He is admitted to the State Bar of 

California, to the Federal District Courts in California and is also admitted to practice before the United States Supreme 

Court.  He has practiced as a successful mediator and arbitrator for over twenty years.  He has acted as temporary 

Superior Court judge in Santa Cruz and Santa Clara Counties for several decades and as a special master to the County of 

San Benito. 

His wife and partner, Venita, is a Past Exalted Ruler of Monterey, California Elks Lodge No. 1285.  Tom has two 

children, Scott Brazier and Randi Jenkins, and three grandchildren, Patrick, Alice, and Harrison. 

  



 

Sponsor’s Message 
 

So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will 

never forget them.  Elks Lodges throughout Virginia have always kept this promise. 

Two of the ways you can help are the Playing Cards for Veterans Program and the 

National Leather Program.  Playing cards give a hospitalized Veteran something to do 

rather than just sit passively and watch television.  Tom Jamison of Illinois has arranged 

for the donation of playing cards from riverboats and casinos.  Last year he distributed 

nearly 40,000 decks of cards to Local Lodges for presentation at VA Medical Centers.  The 

cards are free to Lodges.  Requests should be submitted on your Lodge letterhead to 

Brother Jamison at 12102 Chandlerville Road, Beardstown, Illinois, 62618-7679.  They 

will be delivered to you with an Elks logo on each deck. 

Another popular program involves providing fingerless leather gloves to hospitalized Veterans confined to a 

wheelchair.  Thanks to many members who enjoy hunting and who donate hides to our program, the Elks were able to 

produce nearly 3,500 pairs of fingerless leather gloves last year.  Anyone who has ever tried to wheel a wheelchair can 

tell you how valuable they are.  The fingerless gloves are available from our VAVS Representatives.  If your Lodge would 

like to present some of these gloves to patients at the nearest VA Medical Center, Domiciliary or State Veterans Home, 

simply contact State Chairman Don DeLap of Alexandria Lodge or one of our three Virginia VAVS Representatives.  They 

are Charles E. Jordan, Jr. of Roanoke Lodge, Earl Wayne Shaner of Charlottesville Lodge and Paul “I.B.” Dacyczyn of 

Virginia Beach Lodge.  Each of the pairs of gloves delivered to you will bear the Elks logo. 

Your Lodge can enhance the quality of life for a number of service men and women by getting involved in these 

programs.  The Vets will appreciate it.  Just as important, you will feel better for it.  Don’t be left out.  Submit your 

request for playing cards and leather gloves today. 

 

     Lester C. Hess, Jr., PGER 

     Virginia Sponsor 

 

President’s Message 
 

I would like to welcome all of you to the Virginia Elks Association Spring 

Convention in Roanoke, VA.  The word is “busy” as we prepare for our convention.  We 

will be joined by our Grand Lodge Exalted Ruler the Honorable Thomas Brazier and First 

Lady Venita; Justice of the Grand Forum the Honorable Robert Goolrick and Anna; our 

very own Past Grand Exalted Ruler the Honorable Lester C. (Ted) Hess, Jr.; Member of 

the Grand Lodge Board of Trustees the Honorable Ronald L. Hicks and Nancy; and 

Special Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Robert Hinkle and Cheryl.  It is regrettable that the 

North Carolina State President Frank J. Tamberilli and First Lady Robbin will not be able 

to be with us due to his studies. 

As most of you know putting on a convention is no piece of cake.  There are 

many people working in the back ground to make this convention a success.  Procuring a 

hotel, meeting rooms, meals, hospitality rooms, registration, golf, entertainment, public 

relations and training.  Planning for the business session, a Memorial Service, Scholarships and banquet.  Roanoke Lodge 

197 members are planning social events at their lodge.  Karen, my wife, has been on the phone weeks now talking with 

ladies about their events together. Thanks to all who have worked to make this a great conference. 



The Presidential Reception this year will be open to all who are registered at the convention.   Karen and I would 

be honored to have you attend this function.  We have enjoyed our travels and the friendly receptions we have received 

throughout the state this year. It is our way of saying, Thank You!  

Looking back over my year as president, I would like to thank God first and foremost for watching over Karen and 

me during our travels.  You have allowed us to attend the Grand Convention in Austin, TX.  Do you know what a thrill it 

was to carry the Commonwealth of Virginia Flag at the opening ceremonies or to make lodge visits in our 

Commonwealth?  So many Elks are working with veterans, needy children, and the elderly and doing a terrific job!   You 

have allowed us to attend both West Virginia and North Carolina Conventions, and what a great learning experience it 

has been.  I hope to share with you what these great Elks are doing.    

This year we have begun to point our VEA into new horizons.  Probably the Virginia Elks Fund Investment is the 

biggest.  We need to remember our state projects as we explore new ways of operating in today’s economy.   We must 

prepare for our future needs, not only financial but we need to stop the decline in our membership.   This burden has 

been placed on our entire membership.  We are Elks, we can do this!  

As the curtain comes down on my Presidential Year, I want to thank my wife Karen, who has been the greatest.  

Thanks for that little group of ladies in Southwest Virginia, Ms. Shelor, Ms. Nelson, Ms. McGuire, and Ms. Largin, that 

got her interested and directed her in Elkdom.  All her note taking since I first became a vice-president.  All the ladies 

that attend the conventions especially the breakfast meeting, they made her feel welcome and part of the association.  

As you may know by now I could not have made it without her.  Love you and thanks so much. 

To all my fellow Elks and families, thanks again for all you have done.  You have given me a chance to reach a 

goal when I retired from work 16 years ago.  To the officers who have done what needs to be done, committee people 

who have kept the programs of the association and the grand lodge going, even to working ungodly hours and taking 

money out of your own pocket.  I have really enjoyed working with our Trustees and Past State Presidents, their help 

and wisdom have been invaluable.  Special Deputy Bob Hinkle and I have been able to work together all year without 

any bumps in the road, it has been a pleasure.  VA State Sponsor Hess has instructed me the past 4 years as Vice 

President and now as President.  I hope I have made all of Virginia proud.      

I know that this will be a sad but happy time as your new officers will be installed at the banquet.  I hope each 

one of the officers find as much reward in their years of service as I have.  I ask that you give them your support and 

help as they carry on the business of the Virginia Elks Association. 

Remember idle time is the work of the devil, let’s get to work.  Let’s get ELK-cited! 

 

Fraternally, 

Darryl 
                    Darryl Myers, President  

                      Virginia Elks Association 

 

 
  



Virginia Elks Association 2013-2014 Officers 

 

PRESIDENT 

Richard F. Stroop – Carolyn 

Harrisonburg Lodge 450 

110 Glendale Drive - Harrisonburg, VA  22802 

(540) 434-3888  Rstroop@aol.com 

 

FIRST VICE – PRESIDENT 

Beverly A. Hamby 

Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 

904 Sugar Tree Court – Chesapeake, VA 23320 

(757) 547- 8594  bevstbrd@cox.net 

 

SECOND VICE – PRESIDENT 

Frank Poole – Glenna 

Winchester Lodge 867 

102 O’Keefe Dr – Winchester, VA 22602 

(540) 665-9475  wfpoole@hotmail.com 

(540) 247 – 7792 Cell              (540) 667-1000 Work 

 

THIRD VICE - PRESIDENT 

Robert Fender 

Galax Lodge 2212 

P.O. Box 783 – Independence, VA 24348 

(336) 200-2923 beanfender@yahoo.com 

 

FOURTH VICE - PRESIDENT 

Donald B. White, Jr. – Joanne  

Richmond Lodge 45 

9540 Hagan Road – Glen Allen, VA 23060 

(804) 347-7375 donniewhite55@yahoo.com 

 

SECRETARY 

Horace E. Jones, Jr. – Sally 

Staunton Lodge 351 

9939 South Congress Street - New Market, VA  22844 

(540) 740-3443  hejones1934@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER 

Karen Bundy-DeLap – Don 

Alexandria Lodge 758 

6905 Stonebridge Court -Alexandria, VA 22306 

(703) 347 6326  DancinKaren@gmail.com 

 

CHAPLAIN 

Lynn Rutherford Snow – Jimmy 

Charlottesville Lodge 389 

1700 Thurston Drive -Crozet, VA 22932 

(434) 823-1013 jlsnow81305@earthlink.net 

 

TILER 

Vince Brandtner - Barbara  

Roanoke Lodge 197 

1216 Meadowview Drive – Salem, VA 24153-6682 

(540) 389 – 3357  vmi92dad@aol.com 

 

SERGEANT–AT-ARMS 

Tim Miller – Iva 

Hampton Lodge 366 

3 Martin Drive – Hampton, VA 23666 

(757) 951-8573  T.JMiller@hii-nns.com 

 

INNER GUARD 

Tim A. Frank – Lori 

Loudoun Lodge 2406 

28 Lipscomb Court – Sterling, VA 20165 

(703) 444-3690  tim@acesemb.com 

 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 

Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 

1100 Trapper Crest Court – Herndon, VA 20170-3147 

(703) 437-9221  elktim@gmail.com 

 

PRESIDENTIAL AIDE 

Page W. Sencindiver – Katherine 

Harrisonburg Lodge 450  

465 North Dogwood Drive - Harrisonburg, VA  22802 

(540) 434-7553  psencindiver@gmail.com 

 

LEGAL ADVISOR 

Joseph E. Hicks 

P.O. Box 127 

9064 Courthouse Road – Spotsylvania, VA 22553 

(540) 373-0917  jehicks0791@yahoo.com 

Cell (540) 847-7098  Work (540) 582-5300 

 

TRUSTEE – ONE YEAR – CHAIRMAN 

R. Pat Shelor  

Bedford Lodge 2844 

2739 Wilshire Avenue – Roanoke, VA 24015 

(540) 725-8873 rpat2@verizon.net 

 

TRUSTEE – TWO YEARS 

Ronald L. Hicks – Nancy 

Fredericksburg Lodge 875 

1107 Westwood Dr. – Fredericksburg, VA 22401-5232 

(540) 371-2505             RHicks46@aol.com 

 

TRUSTEE – THEE YEARS 

James M. Powell – Leah 

Suffolk Lodge 685 

1200 Parker Drive – Suffolk, VA 23434 

(757) 539-7738 jmpowellsra@verizon.net 

 

TRUSTEE – FOUR YEARS 

Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 

Arlington- Fairfax Lodge 2188 

1100 Trapper Crest Court – Herndon, VA 20170-3147 

(703) 437-9221  elktim@gmail.com 

 

TRUSTEE – FIVE YEARS 

Darryl Myers – Karen 

Danville Lodge 227 

1877 Orphanage Road – Danville, VA 24540-8815 

(434) 836-4908 dtm@chatmosscable.com  



Get to know your 2013-2014 Officers 
President 

Richard F. Stroop 
I was born on September 22, 1940 in Harrisonburg, Virginia.  I grew up on a farm 

in Rockingham County.  In those days we raised or grew much of our own food including 

meat.  I graduated from Broadway High School in 1959 and within two weeks I was in the 

U.S. Army.  I took my basic training at Fort Hood, Texas.  After Basic Training I went to 

Fort Rucker, Alabama where I trained for Helicopter and Fixed Wing Aircraft 

maintenance.  One week before Christmas 1959, I arrived in Panama, Canal Zone.  I was 

assigned to the 937
th

 Engineering Aviation Company, stationed at Fort Kobbe which was 

the base of operations for a project to map Central and South America.  From Panama I 

was assigned to Tegucigalpa, Honduras.  I was there for the next two years and flew 

support for the surveyors who “shot the triangles” while they were camped on three 

separate mountain tops.  I was discharged in 1962, moved back home to Virginia and 

went to work in an automotive parts supply store. 

August 31, 1963 Carolyn and I were married.  We have one daughter, Shelley whose husband is Allen Baker, PER 

of Harrisonburg Lodge #450.  They have blessed us with two wonderful grandchildren; Laura will be a freshman at JMU 

this fall and Stuart a rising junior at HHS.  In 1966, with another mouth to feed, and buying our first new home, I 

enrolled in Blue Ridge CC.  With the help of the GI bill, Carolyn working days, me working nights, I graduated in 1968 

with an associate degree in drafting and design.  After graduating I was hired in 1968 by Walker Manufacturing 

Company as a machine and tool designer.  Walker is a manufacturer of automotive exhaust pipes and mufflers.  During 

my 30 years at Walker, I worked as a Machine and Tool Designer and Process Engineer.  I also worked in Supervision and 

Management in the fields of Plant Engineering and Plant Maintenance.  I worked in our Mississippi plant as Quality 

Assurance Manager for 7 years before moving back to Harrisonburg in 1981.  I retired from Walker in 1997.  After a few 

years of “retirement”, I went back to work driving a school bus for Rockingham County Schools transporting PK through 

5
th

 grade.  I have been driving for 9 years and needless to say, being in close company with kids this age will keep you 

young.  

I have been a member of the Harrisonburg Elks Lodge #450 for 26 years.  I progressed through the chairs, serving 

as ER in 1995/1996.  I competed on our Ritual Team while in the chairs, “winning” second place in the State each of 

those years, losing to guess who??  I was fortunate enough to be on the winning State Ritual Team as Candidate in 

1996/1997.  We competed at Grand Lodge in Chicago with Don Kidd Jr. as ER.           

Some things I enjoy doing in my “down time” is hunting, fishing, gardening and watching the grandkids grow up.  

I like to drive my ’57 Chevy and attend local car shows and cruise-ins. 

Something interesting about me:  Among my high school graduating classmates are Katherine Sencindiver, wife 

of Page Sencindiver PSP Virginia Elks Association and P.M. Carper, PSP West Virginia Elks Association.  Another of our 

classmates was married to U.S. Army General Norman Schwarzkopf. .  

Something you would know if you had done the math is that Carolyn and I will celebrate our 50
th

 wedding 

anniversary this year! 

  



 

First Vice President 

Beverly A. Hamby 
Beverly Hamby was initiated into Norfolk Lodge No. 38 on 11 May 1999.  Quickly 

moving through the chairs, she was elected as Exalted Ruler and served at that position 

from 2003-2004.  Transferring her membership to Virginia Beach Lodge No. 2268 in April 

2005, she has contributed to numerous charitable committees.   

A Federal Government employee for over 25 years, she retired from Afloat 

Training Group, Atlantic as a Financial Management Analyst in December 2007.  While 

there she received the Navy’s Meritorious Unit Commendation and the Coast Guard 

Meritorious Unit Commendation in addition to numerous citations.  She concurrently 

worked for H&R Block for 14 years as a Senior Tax Preparer as well as an instructor for 

new or returning employees.  She officially retired from H&R Block in 2003 when she 

became Exalted Ruler and wanted to dedicate her time to Elk programs and charities.  She continues to process taxes 

for the elderly people in the community pro bono.  She comes to their houses if needed and ensures an accurate claim is 

processed and delivered to the IRS.  Most recently she has been awarded the highly prestigious President’s Volunteer 

Service award. 

Her personal Elk awards include, VEA Elk of the Year 2008-2009, VEA Officer of the Year 2006-2007, VEA Exalted 

Ruler of the Year 2003-2004, Outstanding Service Commendation 2008-2009, ENF Silver Circle of Giving 2008, Norfolk 

Lodge No. 38 Officer of the Year 2002-2003 and Elk of the Month  for December 1999 and November 20004 and 

numerous other citations and accolades.  

She currently is the Virginia Elk’s Association (VEA) Elk’s National Foundation Chairperson.  She is also a member 

of the Veteran’s, Drug Awareness, and Hoop Shoot committees. 

Beverly Hamby is a member of several civic organizations.  Ladies Auxiliary for the Fleet Reserve, Past PTA 

President, Meals on Wheels, American Red Cross and a past Girl Scout Leader.  Additionally, she continues to serve as 

an election official for the City of Chesapeake for the last five years.  She currently resides in Chesapeake, Virginia. 

 

Second Vice President 

Frank Poole 
I was born in Alexandria, Virginia on October 3, 1950.  I have three brothers and a sister.  

I spent most of my youth in Springfield, Virginia.  

I served my country as a United States Marine from 1968-1970.  My tour of duty 

included deployment to Vietnam in 1968-69 and participation in the TET offensive.  I also 

served in the Virginia Army National Guard for six years.  I received an Honorable 

Discharge from both services.  

July 31 1970 I married Glenna and we began our family.  We have a daughter and son and we have been 

together for 43 years. 

June 1971 I was hired by the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department and worked my way through the ranks 

to position of Battalion EMS Captain.  I co-managed six Fire Stations with sixty seven people under my command. 

I got in the Emergency Medical Service (EMS) as it was being developed and was one of the first CCT Fire Medics 

in the State of Virginia.  

I became an assistant lab instructor at Northern Virginia Community College and George Washington University 

School of Medicine.  I retired from public service and all of my teaching jobs in June, 2000. 

In September 2001 I started selling cars.  Currently I am employed as a salesman for Jim Stutzman Chevrolet-

Cadillac, in Winchester, Virginia.  The dealership management strongly supports my work with the Elks. 



I am a charter member of American Legion Post 137 Capon Bridge, West Virginia.  I held many positions including 

Post Commander.  I was also a charter member of Capon Bridge VFW 1613 and a Past Post Commander and am 

currently a Life member in Winchester, Virginia VFW 2123. 

I became active in the Winchester Elks in 2001 and served on several committees as I went through the chairs.  I 

was honored to serve as Exalted Ruler for Winchester Lodge 867 in 2005-2006.  Then I did five years as Trustee as is 

normal for our lodge.  I am currently on my second five year term as a Lodge Trustee. 

In 2004 I began serving on the Virginia Elks Association Membership Committee as North District Chairman and I 

am currently serving as State Membership Chairman.  

I also served as Secretary- Treasurer for the VEA Past Exalted Rulers Association for five years. 

I served as District Deputy North District in 2008-2009.  I was elected as 4
th

 Vice President for the Virginia Elks 

Association 2011-2012.  I am currently going through the Vice President Chairs as I prepare for the job of State 

President.   

I started out on a platform of Service and I am promoting service to our members, our lodges and our 

communities.  I have been assisting the North District Deputy and the Lodges to the best of my ability and I have served 

on the North District Advisory Council and served as Secretary for two years.  I have also served as a mediator when 

asked to do so by North District Lodges. 

My goal is to lead by example and I will continue to do my best to make the Virginia Elks Association better.  I 

challenge each member to dedicate yourself to making our association the best it has ever been. 

If you have any questions or would like more information please feel free to contact me.  I am at your service if 

there is anything I can do as an Elk to assist your Lodge. 

Elk Care and Elks Share! 

 

Third Vice President 

Bobby Fender 

For some of you who may not know me well, I am the lucky son of my wonderful 

parents, Mike and Sue Fender.  In 1976, I was born in Winston Salem, North Carolina and 

grew up in Alleghany County.  Alleghany is a small, mostly rural area of the Blue Ridge 

Mountains bordering Virginia and intertwined by the beautiful New River.  A lot of 

childhood and young adulthood was spent on our and my grandfather’s farms growing 

tobacco and raising beef cattle.  I also spent my fair share of time in nature; hunting, 

fishing, canoeing, camping, and hiking. 

During my youth, charity and volunteerism were deeply instilled in me.  My 

Mamaw Torney was involved in the earliest days of the local library, even starting their 

first bookmobile.  She being the special woman she is, she helped to start several of the 

still ongoing local charitable non-profits and the local historical society.  She continued 

volunteering most days until the young age of 94, when her mobility became greatly impaired, but thankfully not her 

heart. 

My dad volunteered for various fundraisers and was a long-time member of the local volunteer fire department.  

Some of my earliest memories are those of my mother working for a regional non-profit – the Blue Ridge Opportunity 

Commission which served those who were essentially underserved.  Of course with my parents, there was always the 

emphasis on good deeds for the community and church.  My mother spent many years grant writing for the community, 

eventually serving as director of the local Chamber of Commerce, and then going on to help preserve thousands of acres 

through the Blue Ridge Rural Land Trust.  Many times, I was right there by their sides. 

After graduating from Alleghany High School in 1994, I left home for college.  I then graduated with honors from 

Pheiffer University in 1998 with a bachelor’s degree in business administration, a minor in economics, and a 

concentration in finance. (Obviously by reading this, it is a safe assumption I am better with math than writing) 



After college, I gave up my apartment and moved back with my parents.  While receiving several job offers, I 

decided I still loved “my mountains” and accepted the job of reviewing loans for Grayson National Bank.  The bank was a 

nearly 100 year-old institution at that time and is still headquartered in Independence, Virginia.  After nearly 15 years 

with Grayson National, seeing good times and the more recent tough times, I survived a restructure and was promoted 

to Vice President/Retail Credit Officer.  I must mention that there I’ve found a very special work environment and some 

very good people.  Grayson National has also been refreshingly supportive of my efforts in Elkdom.   

Becoming involved with the likes of the Twin County United Way and the American Cancer Society in Grayson 

and Carroll Counties, I also helped with other local organizations and their fundraising.  One evening, some of my friends 

(a couple were Elks) invited me to go the Galax Elks Lodge for refreshment.  I had a great time.  After a few trips with 

them, they asked if I would be interested in becoming a member.  I remember feeling so proud of being proposed as a 

member of the lodge.  Here was one single group, doing so much good, and in one place.  I was worn out from all the 

bouncing around doing my charitable deeds.  As I became more informed of the charitable donations, working with the 

less privileged, and honoring our nation’s veterans, I had a realization.  This was a “one stop shop” and this place fits 

me!  For initiation, I gladly came with my rubber boots in hand, eager to ride that dang goat – or die trying.  It took a few 

months for me to become active in the lodge.  Thanks to old and new friends, My brothers and sisters of the lodge, and 

with the long and profound mentoring of my dear friend, Montie Largin, it wasn’t long before I was really active.  I rose 

through the chairs of the lodge to become Exalted Ruler, receiving awards for “Officer of the Year” and “Elk of the Year”. 

Then I was honored with invitation to become a District Deputy.  None of this really prepared me for the support shown 

by everyone to become a vice president of VEA.  Thank You! 

During this time of Elkdom, I was united with my little girl, Munkie, a Beagle-Dachshund mix that brought my life 

some much needed joy.  A couple of years later, thanks to being an Elk, I was blessed to meet my very beautiful and 

soon to be bride, April Horton.  We’ve made our lives together in both our Elk adventures and our good deeds.  More 

recently I completed the necessary requirements and was installed as the Master of the Independence Masonic Lodge 

in January 2013.  

In this fast paced and never slowing world, sometimes it is hard to find the good, or to do enough of it, or even 

to keep going.  Thanks to being an Elk, I am forever blessed to have so many memories and friends.  My God, my family, 

my sweetheart April, and my fellow Elks – you know, my extended family, are everything that I need to make it through 

and for it all be worthwhile.  

  



 

 

Fourth Vice President 

Donald B. White, Jr. 
I was born in Elkins, West Virginia on July 10, 1955.  In 1956 my mother and father 

moved to Williamsport, Pennsylvania, where I lived for nine years.  My father was 

transferred to Richmond, Virginia in 1965, and I have resided there since then. 

I attended school at Bethlehem Elementary, Brookland Junior High and Hermitage 

High School, which I graduated from in 1973. 

After graduating from High School I went to work at a textile and floor-covering 

warehouse in shipping and receiving department.  After one year I was promoted to 

Assistant Manager of the department.   

In 1976, I married my wife Joanne and have been happily married for 36 years.  We 

have one son Christopher, who is also a member of our Lodge and a beautiful little 

granddaughter.   

In 1977, my father in law asked me to go to work for him in the family business.  I started as a helper and worked 

my way up to foreman and I currently own and operate the business.   

In 2003 I was approached by a member of the Lodge who gave me an application and asked me to join the ELKS.  

Hearing all of the good Elks do for the community, veterans and youth, I decided this was an organization I wanted to be 

a part of.   

I became Tiler, Leading Knight and Exalted Ruler in that order.  I served two years as Exalted Ruler.  I have also 

served as a District Deputy, am currently the Trustee Chairman at our Lodge, Drug Awareness Chairman at our Lodge 

and Central District Drug Awareness Chairman. 

I am honored and look forward to serving the VEA as Fourth Vice President. 

 

 

 
  



Virginia Elks Association Convention 

Roanoke, Virginia 

June 14, 15, and 16, 2013   

 

Schedule of Events 

 

Thursday, June 13 
 

1:00-3:00 pm Registration Open (Lobby) 
 

2:00 pm Trustees Meeting (Room C) – casual* 
 

3:30 pm Past State Presidents Meeting (Room C) – casual* 
 

Friday, June 14  
 

9:30 am Shot Gun Start 
 

11:00 am–8:00 pm  Registration Open (Lobby) 
 

2:00 pm District Deputies, Deputy Esquires & Deputy Esquire Designates (Room C) 
 

4:00 pm Youth Camp Meeting (Rooms D & E) 
 

6:00 pm PSP Reception and Dinner (Roanoke Lodge Banquet Room) 
 
6:00-8:00 pm   Roanoke Lodge will be serving dinner (see flyer on back) 

 

 8:00-10:30 Roanoke Lodge 
 

Saturday, June 15 
 

7:00–8:00 am Registration Open (Lobby) 
 

7:30 am PER/ER Breakfast (Room A) (Ticket required at door) 
 

9:00 am Business Session (Rooms B, C, D, & E))  
 

9:30 am Ladies Breakfast (Board 2) (Ticket required at door) – business casual 
 

11:30 am  Memorial Service (Rooms B, C, D, & E) (Open to everyone) 
 

12 noon Scholarship Program (Rooms B, C, D, & E) 
 

12:30 pm Scholarship Lunch (Room A) (invited guests only) 
 

1:00 pm Hospitality Rooms Open immediately after Scholarship Program 
 

 2:30 pm Drug Awareness Seminar (Pete Decatur) (Room B) - casual 
 

6:00 pm  President’s Reception (Everyone invited) (Poolside) (Weather Permitting) 
 

7:00 pm State Association Banquet (Grand Ballroom) (Ticket required) 
Summer Tux (State Officers & Grand Lodge) 
 
Installation of State Officers will follow banquet 

 
*unless otherwise stated, all events shall be coat & tie or business suit 
 

Please wear your convention badge at all times while in the hotel. 
  



 

Roanoke Lodge #197 invites you to their event during the 
2013 Spring State Convention 

 
1147 Persinger Road., S.W., Roanoke, VA  24015 

(540-345-8126) 
 

On Friday, June 14, 2013, dinner will be served from 6 to 8 
p.m.  BBQ Ribs and Chicken cooked outside on the Grill.  Potato 

Salad and Cole Slaw.  Outdoor beer tent.  Meal cost will be 
$10.00 (no cost if you do not eat).  Visiting Members from the 

State will receive two drink tickets for coming over.   
 

Shuttle service will be provided from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
 

There will be tables set up inside with music playing during the 
event. 

 
Adult swim with live music by the Bar Flys.  (In the event of 
inclement weather, all will be handled inside in the ballroom).  

Music until 10:30 p.m. – pool open until 10:45 p.m.. 
 

Dancing on the Pavilion. 
  



  



 

 
  



 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 



 
  



Virginia Elks Association  

2012-2013 Hoop Shoot News 

  
The 2013 Virginia Elks Hoop Shoot Program successfully completed 

another year.  28 of our 30 Lodges conducted local contests in our State.  

We had four District Contests and the State Contest.  A total of 13,472 

boys and girls participated in their schools and in the local lodge 

competitions.  The Virginia State Contest was held in Charlottesville, VA 

on February 17, 2013.  An extra special thanks to Wayne Shaner and 

Crew of Charlottesville 389 who prepared the food for the luncheon prior 

to the State contest.  

A very special thanks to our State dignitaries and members of the 

VEA who presented trophies, kept score, or performed other duties at 

the State contest: District Deputies Doug Maume and Vicki Shiflett, State 

President Darryl Myers,  1
st

 VP Richard Stroop, 2
nd

 VP Bev Hamby, 

Geoffrey Cox, Patsy Minahan, Bill Tennis, Richard Eubank, Tim Frank, 

Johnny Carlton, Lea Schultz, Christine Barnicle, William Hussey, Will 

Mayo, and Harold Morris.  Five of my past winners who assisted were 

Bradley and Joshua Malm, and DOE Ashley Durham Smith.  Lea Schultz 

and Vicki Shiflett served as our Color Guard with Judy Eftink of 

Fredericksburg 875 singing our National Anthem at the Opening 

Ceremonies. 



Our six Virginia State winners traveled to Fredrick, MD to compete in 

the Regional Competition on March 15 - 17, 2013.  VEA State President 

Darryl Myers and his lovely wife Karen proudly carried our Virginia Flag as 

I escorted our six VIRGINIA winners during the Opening Ceremonies.  

Representing Virginia were Monica Balistrere (Manassas 2512), Tyler 

Nickel (Harrisonburg 450), Sophia Palladino (Bedford 2844), Alex Bean 

(Petersburg 237), Rebecca Hensley (Bedford 2844), and Brock Porter 

(Bedford 2844).  Sophia won the 10-11 year old girls Regional 

Championship and represented our Commonwealth at the National 

competition in Springfield, MA on April 19 – 21, 2013. This is Sophia’s 

fourth consecutive year winning Regionals and attending Nationals.  

Sophia came in 5
th

 at Nationals.   

A very special thank you goes to all our Elk members and volunteers 

who worked from the local level to our Virginia State competition this 

past year.  Because of your devotion to our Order of Elkdom, I was able to 

have another successful year as your Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director.  

My goal is to continue to increase our number of participants and strive 

to have 100% lodge participation for our great state of Virginia!  I have 

great faith in our Order of Elkdom and with all of us working together, we 

can accomplish great things! May God continue to richly bless our Great 

Order of Elkdom! 

 

Fraternally,  

Mrs. Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER  

Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director 
  



 

Enjoy Your Stay in Roanoke, VA at 

Our Hotel 

Situated in the heart of the Blue 

Ridge Mountains, the Holiday Inn® 

Tanglewood - Roanoke hotel has a 

picturesque location.  We're right off 

of Routes 419 & 220 and close to I-

581, which allows for easy travel to 

attractions and businesses in downtown Roanoke, VA. 

Our hotel's 24-hour business center with copy and fax services helps 

corporate guests accomplish their work.  We offer event facilities for up 

to 800 guests and free high-speed, wireless Internet access.  In addition, 

General Electric, Salem Civic Center, Lewis Gale Hospital and Carilion 

Hospital are all close to our hotel's location in Roanoke, Virginia.   

Leisure guests are pleased to know that we're just two miles from 

the Blue Ridge Parkway and next door to Tanglewood Mall.  Also close by 

is the Taubman Museum and the famous Mill Mountain Star and Zoo.  

Guests can travel a short distance to attractions such as the D-Day 

Memorial and Martinsville Speedway, as well. There's something for 

everyone in Roanoke, VA! 

Our hotel's plush amenities make you feel right at home.  We have a 

heated, outdoor pool with a sundeck, as well as a fitness center with a 

TV.  The Elephant Walk Restaurant & Lounge with "Comfort Foods - 

Harvested Locally” is open for lunch and dinner daily.  Our guests enjoy 

nightly entertainment and drink specials.  Priority Club members receive 

breakfast discounts and enjoy receptions (Mon-Thu). 
 

http://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/roanoke/roatw/hoteldetail  
  



 

 

Events of Interest to Elks Convention Attendees in the Roanoke Area, June 14-16, 2013  Go to:  

http://www.visitroanokeva.com/visitors/visitor-information-center/ for more information. 

 
 

 

Events in the Greater Roanoke Area of Interest to Elks Convention Attendees. 

 
 

 



Editor’s Note 
For better or worse, which remains to be determined, at the Protocol 

Meeting in Bedford I was asked to take over the editing of the Old Dominion Elk 

and then publishing it on the Virginia Elks Website.  If you have read everything 

above before reaching this, you will probably already realize that this is my first 

effort at producing such a publication.  It has been a learning experience, to say 

the least.  I sincerely hope that you will give me feedback as to what you like 

and/or dislike about my efforts by emailing me at webmaster@virginiaelks.org.  I 

will take your recommendations under consideration when (and if) I am asked to 

continue as editor. 

Because of the change from a paper copy to an electronic copy I have 

departed from the old, paper format in several ways.  Since most of the readers 

who download this have already seen and read the many news articles on the 

website, I have dispensed with including them in this edition.  As readers will have 

this in hand at least a week before the VEA Convention in Roanoke, I have included 

items that will be of interest to convention goers.  This includes full texts of the 

items to be voted on, short biographies of the incoming officers, GER Brazier’s 

itinerary for his visit to our Convention, maps and links to other activities in the 

greater Roanoke area that weekend, and an invitation to the Roanoke 197 

Barbecue on Friday, June 14. 

I hope that readers will enjoy the biographies of the incoming officers.  A 

personal experience prompted me to include these.  At my first VEA Convention 

many years ago, I was helping set up the Harrisonburg 450 Hospitality Room on 

Friday morning.  An individual walked into the room and asked how things were 

going and asked if we needed anything.  Thinking him to be a Hotel employee, I 

casually mentioned that we needed more chairs.  He replied that he would see 

what he could do.  Imagine my chagrin and embarrassment when I was later told 

that he was the incoming VEA State President!  I know that for many Elks this will 

be their first VEA Convention, and I hope these bios will enable them to recognize 

these officers and maybe provide a conversation opener for them.  For those 

veteran convention goers, maybe they’ll learn something they didn’t know about 

their officers!   

Please feel free to submit ideas and/or articles for future ODEs to me and I 

will include them in future editions.  Thank you for your indulgence in my first 

experience with the Old Dominion Elk. 

Roger Monger, PER 

Editor and Webmaster 


