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The Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks is a proud sponsor of youth programs
throughout the United States. Of everything
that the Elks do, perhaps nothing is more
important than our work with the country’s
youth. The efforts of the Elks on behalf of
the young... in Scouting and scholarships,
sponsoring athletic and artistic endeavors,
youth camps and drug awareness programs...
sow the seeds of accomplishment and
commitment that benefit the nation. The work
and generosity of the Elks help today’s youth
become tomorrow’s scientists, industrialists,
educators, artists, athletes, doctors, judges,
lawyers, and much more.
Lodges participating in the Dictionary
Project report overwhelming acceptance and
support by school administrators, teachers,
students, parents, members, and news media.
Many of these schools have adopted our Drug
Awareness materials for use in their health
classes and our other programs are receiving
increased support as well.

Unfortunately, children are exposed at a
tender age to those who profit from the sale
and distribution of illegal drugs. Especially
vulnerable are children who lack strong adult
support and encouragement at home.
It’s important that we reach as many children as possible with information and educational materials that will help them make the
right decisions. The Dictionary Project,
founded in 1995 by Mrs. Mary French in
Charleston, South Carolina, is helping us do
that.
The sole mission of The Dictionary
Project is to distribute dictionaries to as many
third-graders as possible. By 1999, Mrs.
French, along with a board of directors and a
network of volunteers, had raised enough
money to put dictionaries in the hands of every
public school third-grader in South Carolina.
Now, the Order of Elks is proudly joining her
in this effort to help children throughout America discover the power of knowledge and
words. A dictionary is perhaps the first and
most powerful reference tool a child should
own. Its usefulness goes beyond the spellings,
pronunciations and definitions it lists; it is a
companion for solving problems that arise as
a child develops his or her reading, writing and
creative thinking abilities. Students benefit
from increased self-reliance and resourcefulness inspired by the maxim, “Look it up.”

Most public schools have to struggle with
rising day-to-day operating costs and are
financially unable to provide dictionaries to
individual students. School administrators and
teachers appreciate our help. One teacher
writes, “My class was excited when they first
heard they were receiving dictionaries, but
they were really thrilled with them after
listening to your presentation. Every single
one of them brought their dictionary to lunch
that day and, even more amazing, I noticed
students in the other two third grade classes
carrying theirs to lunch as well. Thank you for
caring so deeply about the education of our
children.”
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“Elks are special people. I would love to
be in the Elks but I’m not old enough. I
think it would be fun to be in a club that
helps kids. I love my dictionary. … Carey”
“Thank you for the dictionary. Now I
can spell and know what a word means.
I’m so glad you got them for me and my
class. … Allen J.”
“Thank you for the dictionary. I will use
it for my writing assignment and to be as
smart as Albert Einstein. ...Austin”
A child develops an understanding of the world
and builds a frame of reference on what he or she
knows. A dictionary provides the knowledge to
better understand our world and the words to
share information.
The Dictionary Project is now sponsored by
organizations in all fifty states plus Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands. It’s exciting to watch the
Project catch on and inspire so many people.
I want to thank the Elks for all of their help in
introducing The Dictionary Project nation-wide to
their members. Many Elks Lodges throughout the
United States have joined the Dictionary Project
and have distributed several hundred thousand
dictionaries to children.
It is virtuous to work so hard to expand the
vocabulary of the children where you live. I can’t
think of a better investment than putting words into
the hands of children. Thank you for including us
in your work

Director
The Dictionary Project

“Do you have fun doing things for kids
like me? Thanks. … Benjamin”
“Thank you for the dictionary. It is a
prized possession. ...Shai”
“Thank you for the student’s dictionary.
It is really helping with my words. It is the
most fun dictionary of all. My friends in
my class love the dictionary, too.
...Quincy”
THE DICTIONARY PROJECT
PO BOX 1845
CHARLESTON SC 29402
www.dictionaryproject.org
The organization’s official name is The Dictionary Project and is
a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
The Federal Tax I.D. is #57-1029802.
All contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

“The limits of your
language are the
limits of your world.”
… Ludwig Wittgenstein

